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Arafat  asks 
US  to 

intervene  oa 
settlement 
expansion 


News  agencies 

CAIRO  -  PLO  leader  Yasser 
Arafat  has  asked  the  United 
States  to  intervene  quickly  to 
V  stop  Israel  from  expanding  and 
‘  funding  settlements,  a  PLO 
official  said  yesterday. 

“We  met  the  US  [consul]  in 
Jerusalem  and  we  asked  his 
country  to  intervene 
immediately  to  stop  the 
settlements  in  all  forms  and 
their  funding,  out  of  concern  for 
the  peace  process.”  chief  PLO 
negotiator  Nabil  Shaath  told 
Reuters. 

“[Yasser]  Arafat  has  also 
directly  contacted  the  US 
administration  on  the  issue  of 
settlements,”  added  Shaath, 
who  is  in  charge  of  planning  in 
the  Palestinian  Authority. 

The  State  Department  would 
not  confirm  that  the  Palestinians 
had  appealed  to  the  US  to  curb 
expansion  of  Israeli  settlements. 

But  spokeswoman  Christine 
Shelly  said  “we  admit  that 
they’re  [the  settlements]  a 
problem’*  and  called  on  the 
parties  to  “deal  with  these 
issues”  together  as  stated  in  the 
Declaration  of  Principles. 

Egyptian  Foreign  Minister 
Amr  Moussa.  speaking  after  a 
meeting  between  Arafat  and 
Egyptian  President  Hossi 
Mubarak  yesterday,  said  Israel 
had  brought  relations  with  the 
Palestinians  to  crisis  point  by  - 
illegally  expanding  settle¬ 
ments. 

Moussa  said  expanding 
settlements  was.  a.  serious 
violation  of  international  law 
and  the  terms-  of  the  Madrid..  . 
peace  conference.- 

Egypt  might  also  ;  ask  the 
United  States  whether  the 
expansion  violated  the  terms  of 
an  agreement  under  which 
Washington  guaranteed  loans  to 
Israel  worth  $l0__t>illi6n,  he 
added. 

“It  should  be  raised  with  them 
[the  Americans],”  be  said. 

Foreign  Minister  Shimon 
Peres  told  reporters  in  Paris 
yesterday  that  there  is  no  crisis 
in  the  negotiations  with  the 
Palestinians,  and  he  believes  an 
agreement  on  the  second  stage 
of  the  autonomy  accords  will  be 
reached  in  two  or  three 
months. 

Peres  met  yesterday  with 
French  President  Francois 
Mitterand  and  Prime  Minister 
Edouar  Balladur. 

Moussa  said  he  hoped  aD 
expected  summit  between 
Arafat  and  Prime  Minister 
Yitzhak  Rabin  -  planned  this 
week  but  apparently  delayed  - 
could  solve  problems  over 
withdrawing  IDF  troops  from 
West  Bank  towns  and  the 
settlement  issue.  He  did  not  say 
when  the  meeting  was  expected. 

Moussa  said  Israel’s  pledge 
not  to  build  new  settlements  was 
a  positive  step  for  peace,  but  he 
added  the  same  policy  should 
apply  to  enlarging  existing 
settlements. 

Asked  if  the  dispute  had 
brought  Israeli-Palestinian  talks 
to  “ultimate  crisis,”  Moussa 
said:  “No,  we  have  not  reached 
that  level  yet  but  it  is  a  crisis 
situation.” 

Shaath,  in  Cairo  with  Arafat, 
said  the  Palestinian  Authority 
had  won  Egypt’s  full  backing  on 
the  issue  of  settlements. 

The  PLO  and  Israel  ended  a 
round  of  talks  on  Palestinian 
elections  in  Cairo  yesterday 
with  the  PLO  suggesting  that  an 
international  committee  of 
judges  supervise  any  agreement 
reached  on  the  long-delayed 
vote 

Saeb  Erekat.  head  of  the 
Palestinian  election  committee, 
said  he  urged  the  Israelis  to  be 
ready  by  the  next  round  of  talks 
to  draft  the  agreement  on 
elections,  which  should  have 
taken  place  by  last  July. 

The  Israeli  delegation.  led  by 
Brig.-Gen.  Gadi  Zobar,  bead  of 
the  civilian  administration,  did 
not  speak  to  reporters  after  the 
end  of  talks.  „  , 

HOlel  Kinder  and  Eldad  Beck 
contributed  to  this  report 
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IDF  orders  settlers  off  land  near  Elkana 


HERB  KEfNON 
and  JON  IMMANUEL 

SETTLERS  took  the  initia¬ 
tive  in  the  intensifying  strug¬ 
gle  over  land  in  Judea  and 
Samaria  yesterday,  fencing 
off  an  area  of  state  land  near 
the  settlement  of  Elkana  that 
they  claim  was  being  illegally 
worked  by  Palestinians. 

About  an  hour  after  the 
work  was  finished  on  the  hill, 
the  civil  administration  issued 
an  order  to  stop  the  work. 

“They  are  working  on  land  not 
allocated  to  the  settlement,”  said 
Maj.  Elise  Shazar,  a  spokeswom¬ 
an  for  the  civil  administration. 
“We  are  enforcing  the  law.  We 
told  them  they  are  not  allowed  to 
work  there.” 

“It’s  like  etrognn  after  Succor,” 
said  Aharon  Domb,  spokesman 
for  the  Council  of  Jewish  Commu¬ 
nities  in  Judea,  Samaria  and  Gaza, 
regarding  the  order. 

He  said  the  order  would  have 
no  impact  on  the  council’s  inten¬ 
tions  to  carry  out  similar  opera¬ 
tions  elsewhere. 

About  100  residents  of  the 
town  in  Samaria  stood  watch  as 
bulldozers  cleared  laud  and 
workers  erected  a  barbed  wire 
fence  around  90  dunams  on  a  bill 
some  400  meters  from  the  settle¬ 
ment.  Community  leaders  insist 
the  hill  fells  within  the  settle¬ 
ment’s  boundaries. 

Dozens  of  Palestinians  from 
the  neighboring  village  of  Zawiya 
looked  on,  and  a  few  tried  to 
make  it  to  the  hill,  called  Givat 
Hatzofeh,  but  they  were  stopped 
by  Border  Police  on  the'  scene. 
Three  Palestinians  were  arrested. 

Nissan  Smoliaaski.  the  bead  of 
the  Elkana  Local  Council  and 
“operations  officer ”  for  the 
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A  bufl dozer  levels  ground  near  Elkana  which  settlers  claim  was  being  illegally  worked  by  Palestinians. 


Council  of  Jewish  Communities, 
said  that  the  work  was  an  attempt 
to  demonstrate  ownership  over 
the  land. 

He  said  there  are  no  immediate 
plans  to  build  housing  on  the  site. 
Elkana.  in  western  Samaria,  has 
a  population  of  3.500. 

“We  are  doing  what  the  gov¬ 
ernment  should  be  doing,  pre¬ 


serving  the  land  so  they  [the  Pal¬ 
estinians]  don’t  steal  it,”  Smo- 
liansld  said.  “I  can’t  imagine  that 
here,  five  kilometers  from  Rosh 
Ha'ayin.  20  km.  from  the  sea,  the 
government  will  knuckle  under 
and  stop  the  work.” 

Smolianski  said  that  yester¬ 
day’s  operation  was  “an  indica¬ 
tion  that  we  are  taking  the  initia¬ 


tive.  We  are  not  just  going  to  sit 
back  and  wait  for  the  next  spot 
Ahmed  Tibi  and  the  Left  wants 
to  make  an  issue." 

Smolianski  was  referring  to  a 
string  of  Palestinian  protests  over 
alleged  land  confiscation  that 
have  taken  place  in  the  week 
since  the  Efrat  compromise.  Pro¬ 
tests  over  land  expropriation 


have  taken  place  near  Ariel,  Tal- 
mon,  Psagot,  Morag,  and  Kiryat 
Sefer. 

“We  understood  after  Efrat 
and  Morag  that  after  the  Arabs 
scream,  the  government  knuckles 
under  and  gives  in."  Smolianski 
said.  “We  will  not  give  in.” 

Smoifenski  said  that  similar  op¬ 
erations  designed  to  physically 


stake  claims  to  state  land  within 
the  borders  of  various  settle¬ 
ments  will  take  place  over  the 
next  few  weeks.  He  would  not 
say  where  or  when  these  opera¬ 
tions  will  occur. 

Smolianski  said  that  the  Jews 
who  went  to  the  hid  would  have 
“responded"  if  the  Palestinians 
would  have  tried  to  stop  the  work 
there. 

Palestinian  Authority  Informa¬ 
tion  Minister  Yasser  Abed- 
Rabbo  said  yesterday  settlements 
have  to  stop  “but  [today]  we  see 
the  bulldozers  are  still  working." 
he  said,  referring  to  Elkana. 

Ahed-Rabbo  was  speaking  at  c 
meeting  of  MKs  and  Palestinian 
officials  at  Jerusalem's  Notre 
Dame  Hotel  called  to  protest 
continued  construction  in  the 
settlements. 

Other  participants  included 
Ziyad  Abu  Zayad,  Hanan 
Ashrawi,  Ghassan  Khatib,  and 
several  Labor  and  Merctz  MKs. 
MK  Haggai  Merom  i Labor)  said 
he  was  not  opposed  to  enlarging 
homes  inside  settlements  but  op¬ 
posed  “expansion  of  settlements 
themselves,  as  has  been  attempt¬ 
ed  in  Efrat.  even  on  Givat  Ha- 
zayit,"  where  the  government 
has  approved  building. 

The  PA  Information  Ministry 
launched  a  public  relations  cam¬ 
paign  against  settlements  at  a  Jer¬ 
icho  conference  Monday.  A  PA 
information  booklet  says  Israel 
expropriated  70.000  dunams  be¬ 
tween  September  1993,  when  the 
Oslo  agreement  was  signed,  and 
October  1994,  and  utilized  10.000 
dunams  of  it  for  settlements. 

The  campaign  is  designed  to 
pressure  the  government  to  stop 
any  expansion  of  the  settlements 
and  to  restore  waning  public  con¬ 
fidence  in  the  peace  process. 

Settlers  arrested  near  Bell  El, 
Page  2 


Palestinian  policemen  block  and  harass  settler’s  school  bus  in  Gush  Katif 


SIX  gun-wielding  Palestinian  undercover 
policemen  forced  a  bus  fell  of  schoolchil¬ 
dren  from  the  Gaza  settlement  of  Net- 
zarior  to  stop  yesterday  afternoon  at  the 
Netzarim  Junction,  and  then  spat  at  the 
bus  and  cursed  the  driver. 

Miri  Harari,  the  spokeswoman  for 
Netzarim,  said  that  at  about  4:30  p.m. 
the  bus,  accompanied  by  an  IDF  escort 
jeep,  was  earning  some  50  children  aged 
10  to  13  to  Netzarim  from  their  school  in 


Gush  Katif.  ^  L  -  - .  .-»M-  v*-.-  •  - 

She  said  a  car  tried  repeatedly  to  pass 
the  bus,  but  the  IDF  escort  would  not 
allow  it  to  do  so. 

At  some  point,  however,  the  car  suc¬ 
ceeded  in  passing  both  the  bus  and  the 
jeep.  It  then  blocked  the  road  near  the 
Netzarim  Junction  so  the  bus  could  not 
get  by. 

“Six  men  in  civilian  clothes,  but  carry¬ 
ing  guns,  jumped  out,  and  started  curs- 


HERB  KE1NON 

mg  and  spitting  at  the  bus,”  Harari  said. 

Yehuda  Elbaz,  the  bus  driver,  told 
Itim,  “The  children  in  the  bus  started  to 
panic  and  scream,  and  I  blasted  on  the 
horn.  I  didn't  know  how  or  from  which 
direction  they  [the  Palestinians]  came.  It 
was  a  surprise  and  I  was  very  frightened. 
I  was  just  happy  to  see  the  soldiers  at  the 
junction.” 


The  DDF  lodged  a  complairt!  about  the 
incident  with  the  joint  Palestinian-Israeli 
liaison  committee. 

Palestinian  sources  told  Itim  that  the 
men  involved  were  Fatah  Hawks  in  an 
undercover  Palestinian  police  unit,  ap¬ 
parently  involved  in  arresting  collabora¬ 
tors. 

However  Israel  Radio  reported  that 
one  of  the  men  was  Mohammed  Dahlan, 
chief  of  the  PA’s  Preventive  Security 


force. 

“This  incident  is  extremely  frighten¬ 
ing,”  Harari  said.  "But  considering  the 
number  of  incidents  lately  in  Gush  Katif, 
we  are  not  surprised. 

"  We  feel  the  Palestinians  have  a  free 
hand  to  do  what  they  wish,  and  that  the 
IDF  cannot,  or  is  not  allowed  to,  re¬ 
spond.  We  hope  that  the  government 
wakes  up,  because  this  situation  is 
intolerable.” 


Yad  Vashem,  Golan  visits 
now  optional  for  FM  guests 


THE  Foreign  Ministry  will  no 
longer  require  its  guests  to  visit 
Yad  Vashem,  and  visitors  wish¬ 
ing  to  tour  the  Golan  Heights 
must  now  especially  request  a  vis¬ 
it  since  it  will  no  longer  be 
recommended. 

The  ministry  will  now  only  rec¬ 
ommend  that  first-time  visitors 
visit  the  Holocaust  memorial. 

A  Foreign  Ministry  spokesman 
said  these  new  guidelines  were 
issued  by  Deputy  Foreign  Minis¬ 
ter  Yossi  Beilin  two  weeks  ago, 
after  convening  ministry  officials 
to  discuss  Israel’s  standard  itiner¬ 
ary  for  guests. 

The  era  of  Bolshevism  when 
Israel  dictated  what  its  guests 
would  see  is  over,  Beilin  said  dar¬ 
ing  the  meeting. 

Eft-aim  Zuroff.  Israel  director 
of  the  Simon  Wiesenthal  Center, 


DAVID  MAKOVSKY 

attacked  the  new  Yad  Vashem 
policy.  “It  is  patently  absurd  that 
the  Foreign  Ministry  is  only  rec¬ 
ommending  that  first-time  visi¬ 
tors  go  to  Yad  Vashem.  Any  per¬ 
son  who  wants  to  understand  why 
the  existence  of  the  Jewish  state 
is  so  important  has  to  understand 
the  Holocaust  and  its 
implications.  ” 

“Beilin  has  a  notion  of  the  Jew¬ 
ish  people  as  a  normal  people 
masquerading  as  perennial  vic¬ 
tims,"  Zuroff  said.  "This  is  a  gov¬ 
ernment  that  has  an  ambivalent 
attitude  toward  the  Jewish  past 
and  considers  itself  less  obligated 
by  the  Jewish  past.” 

A  few  months  ago,  the  issue  of 
Yad  Vashem  being  a  mandatory 
stop  caused  a  diplomatic  crisis. 


when  visiting  Egyptian  Foreign 
Minister  Amr  Moussa  did  not 
want  to  visit  the  site  and  did  so 
only  under  Israeli  pressure. 

According  to  Gabby  Levy, 
head  of  the  Foreign  Ministry’s 
Official  Guests  Department,  the 
ministry  hosts  several  hundred 
guests  a  year,  including  beads  of 
state,  cabinet  ministers,  parlia¬ 
mentarians,  academics,  cultural 
figures,  and  businessmen. 

Foreign  Ministry  sources  admit 
the  new  policy  on  the  Golan  is 
tied  to  Israel’s’  willingness  to  sig¬ 
nificantly  withdraw  from  the  Go¬ 
lan. 

While  there  seems  to  be  agree¬ 
ment  that  visitors  usually  return 
from  the  Golan  very  impressed 
about  the  security  value  of  the 
area,  some  sources  say  a  few  of 
(Continued  on  Page  2) 
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Rabin:  Jerusalem  to  stay  united 


BILL  HUTRIAN 


PRIME  Minister  Yitzhak  Rabin  reiterated  the  gov¬ 
ernment’s  commitment  to  “a  united  Jerusalem  that 
is  the  eternal  capital  of  the  State  of  Israel”  during  a 
much  awaited  tour  of  Jerusalem  yesterday. 

“The  top  priority  for  all  of  us  is  a  united  Jerusa¬ 
lem,  under  Israel’s  authority,”  the  prime  minister 
said.  Later  he  said  the  commitment  to  Jerusalem  he 
talked  about  was  to  Jerusalem  within  its  present 
borders,  and  not  necessarily  to  “greater  Jerusa¬ 
lem  ”  which  includes  nearby  settlements. 

“I  have  always  opposed,  and  continue  to  oppose, 
a  return  to  the  '67  borders,”  Rabin  said.  At  the 
same  time,  be  said  he  was  against  annexing  areas 
that  would  endanger  the  state’s  Jewish  majority. 

Rabin  stopped  short  of  approving  increased  fund¬ 
ing  for  the  city  that  Mayor  Ehud  Olmert  says  is 
needed  to  give  the  government's  commitment  real 


meaning. 

Olmert  asked  Rabin  to  give  Jerusalem  the  tax 
breaks  and  additional  state  fending  given  “front  line 
communities.”  The  mayor  also  asked  for  millions  of 
shekels  in  funding  for  new  infrastructure,  roads, 
bousing,  and  education  in  Jerusalem.  The  addition¬ 
al  development  is  needed  to  “ensure  that  Jerusalem 
remains  unified,”  Olmert  said,  at  a  press  conference 
at  the  dose  of  Rabin's  six-hour  visit. 

The  mayor  called  for  the  construction  of  "tens  of 
thousands  of  new  homes  for  the  (Jewish)  popula¬ 
tion,  while  also  dealing  with  the  housing  needs  of 
Arab  residents.” 

Olmert  spent  much  of  the  visit  pushing  for  in¬ 
creased  funding  for  Arab  neighborhoods,  on 
grounds  that  continuing  to  ignore  the  needs  of  the 
(Continued  on  Rage  2) 
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Organization  tax  for  public  sector  okayed 


11011002 


THE  Histadnit  and  the  Treasury 
are  due  to  sign  an  agreement  on 
levying  an  organization  tax  on  the 
dva  service  and  public  sector  ai 
the  Finance  Ministry  this 
afternoon. 

Histadrut  Trade  Union  Chair¬ 
man  Amir  Peretz  and  Treasury 
wage  director  Yossi  Kochik 


MICHAL  YUPELMAN 

agreed  yesterday  that  all  workers 
in  the  public  sector  who  are  His¬ 
tadnit  members  will  pay  an  orga¬ 
nization  tax  on  0.9%  of  their 
monthly  wages,  while  non-Hista- 
drut  members  will  pay  0.7%. 
Yesterday,  Peretz  and  Kochik 


initialed  the  accord,  which  is 
identical  to  the  one  reached  with 
the  private  employers  on  Sun¬ 
day. 

Directors-generai  and  their 
deputies  will  be  exempt  from  the 
orgahSation  tax,  whidi  is  intend¬ 
ed  to  finance  the  Histadrut's 
activities. 
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Perry:  Greater  dialogue 
needed  on  Iranian  threat 


THE  US  should  intensify  its  dia¬ 
logue  with  Israel  regarding  the 
Iranian  military  and  terror  threat, 
US  Defense  Secretary  William 
Perry  told  Foreign  Minister  Shi¬ 
mon  Peres  in  Jerusalem  earlier 
this  week,  Israeli  sources  said. 

Israel  apparently  also  wants  to 
get  countries  other  than  the  US 
involved  in  the  issue. 

Sources  said  that  at  a  Foreign 
Ministry  staff  meeting  Monday, 
deputy  director-general  Eitan 
Bentsur  said:  “Israel  will  also  aim 
to  begin  a  diplomatic  dialogue  in 
earnest  in  key  world  capitals  re¬ 
garding  Iran’s  intentions  and  ca¬ 
pabilities  and  efforts  to  obtain  a 
nuclear  arsenal,  in  order  to  en- 
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hance  awareness.” 

Israel  already  has  intelligence 
consultations  with  the  US  and 
other  countries  on  the  Iranian  is¬ 
sue,  but  it  has  been  receiving 
mixed  signals  about  Iran's  capa¬ 
bilities. 

For  example,  in  November,  Is¬ 
rael  was  informed  by  the  US  that 
the  Iranian-North  Korean  coop¬ 
eration  on  surface-to-surface  mis¬ 
siles  had  ceased,  only  to  be  in¬ 
formed  a  couple  of  weeks  later  by 
a  senior  US  security  official  that 
the  cooperation  had  resumed. 

The  new  diplomatic  focus  is 
aimed  at  creating  awareness 


among  more  government  offi¬ 
cials,  and  not  launching  a  world¬ 
wide  information  campaign  that 
Teheran  could  misconstrue. 

“We  are  not  talking  about  cre¬ 
ating  a  public  awareness  cam¬ 
paign,  because  we  do  not  want  to 
whip  up  Iranian  antagonism. 
They  could  see  this  as  creating  a 
sense  that  we  are  threatening 
them,”  sources  quoted  Bentsur 
as  saying. 

Iranian  Deputy  Foreign  Minis¬ 
ter  Mohammed  Hashemi  report¬ 
edly  said  yesterday  that  US  con¬ 
cern  about  Iran's  atomic 
potential  is  evidence  of  a  pro- 
Israel  bias. 


Knesset  panel  investigates  claims 
of  police  brutality  against  Hebron  Jews 


Yehuda  Etzion  surveys  danu 
Eilon  Moreh  resident  Ofira 


ge  done  to  a  caravan  by  the  army  yesterday,  after  settlers  tried  to  set  up  an  outpost  near  the  spot  where 
?elix  was  murdered  on  Friday.  (Brian  Headier) 


THE  Knesset  Control  Commit¬ 
tee  visited  Hebron  yesterday  to 
investigate  allegations  of  police 
brutality  during  the  past  year 
against  Jewish  residents  there,  in¬ 
cluding  children  as  young  as  six 
years  old. 

The  plaintiffs  were  Jewish  resi¬ 
dents  of  Hebron  and  Kiryat 
Arba,  who  alleged  that  on  several 
occasions  police  “hit,  slapped, 
punched,  choked  and  knocked 
heads  aga'nst  walls.” 

On  one  occasion,  children  be¬ 
tween  the  ages  of  6  and  13  were 
attacked  by  policemen  when  they 
were  waiting  for  a  bus  to  school, 
the  settlers  said.  On  another  oc¬ 
casion  policemen  charged  a  15- 
year-old  with  attacking  five  po¬ 
licemen  and  jailed  him  for  three 
days,  they  said. 

Last  July  12,  police  reversed  a 
van  into  nine-months  pregnant 
Anat  Cohen  near  the  Cave  of  the 
Machpela  and  caused  her  to  give 
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birth  prematurely.  Three  months 
later,  Cohen  was  questioned  and 
not  allowed  contact  with  her 
breastfeeding  infant  for  several 
hours,  said  Hebron  activist  Orit 
Strok. 

Policemen  were  not  wearing 
ID  tags  and  “threatened  to  harm 
her  and  " other  Jews  in  Hebron,” 
an  information  sheet  said. 

MK  Rehavam  Ze’evi  (Mole- 
del)  attacked  Varda  Shahar,  a 
state  prosecutor,  whom  he  said 
had  described  the  July  incident  as 
“a  traffic  violation.”  Yoram  Lass 
(Labor)  shouted  at  Ze'evi  for 
“attacking  a  state  employee  do¬ 
ing  her  job.” 

“You  think  your  job  is  to  de¬ 
fend  the  coalition,  but  we  are 
here  to  deal  with  the  problems  of 
Jewish  citizens,”  Ze'evi  retorted. 

Shahar  said  she  had  reopened 
the  file  on  Cohen  after  receiving 


new  evidence,  but  Cohen  and  her 
children  who  witnessed  the  inci¬ 
dent  failed  ro  come  to  make  a 
statement  and  the  file  was  dosed. 

Struk  said  Cohen  could  not 
leave  her  children  to  come  to  the 
investigator's  office  and  had 
asked  him  to  come  to  Hebron. 
But  the  investigator  would  not 
come  to,  Hebron  without  an  as¬ 
sured  escort,  which  her  office 
could  not  provide,  Shahar  said. 

“When  I  see  what  can  happen 
to  Jews,  I  certainly  understand 
Arab  claims.  I  receive  B’tselem 
reports  and  always  read  them 
carefully,”  said  National  Reli¬ 
gious  Party  MK  Hanan  Porat 

Struk  said  a  meeting  with  the 
head  of  the  Judea  and  Samaria 
police  district,  Cmdr.  Alec  Ron, 
had  helped  dear  the  air,  but  Ron 
denied  he  had  accepted  the  set¬ 
tlers’  version  of  events.  He  coo- 
firmed  only  that  the  accusations 
merited  an  internal  investigation. 


13  arrested  setting  up  mobile  home 
where  Ofra  Felix  was  murdered 


Hamas  considers  forming  party  for  polls 


THIRTEEN  of  the  14  people  ar¬ 
rested  early  yesterday  morning 
while  trying  to  set  up  a  mobile 
home  at  the  site  of  Friday’s  mur¬ 
der  of  Ofra  Felix  near  Beit  El 
were  released  later  in  the  day. 

The  arrested  men  were  re¬ 
moved  from  the  mobile  home 
they  were  able  to  temporarily  set. 
up  at  the  she.  According  to  Beit 
0  resident  Shlomo  Dnkan,  the 
IDF  then  destroyed  the  trailer 
and  pushed  it  into  a  nearby  wadi. 

Some  300  people  from  settle¬ 
ments  near  the  Halamish  Junc¬ 
tion  where  Felix  was  killed  began 
gathering  late  Monday  night  at 
the  site  to  by  and  set  up  a  perma¬ 
nent  presence.  ShOo  activist  Yis- 
rael  Meidad  said  that  Jews  in  the 
region  began  receiving  phone 
calls  early  in  the  evening  to  go  to 
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the  site  and  take  part  in  some 
kind  of  “operation.” 

"The  mobile  home  was 
brought*  by  a  track  through  Arab 
villages  to  the  site,”  Dukan  said. 
“We  set  it  up  and  about  100  peo¬ 
ple  went  inside.  At  about  day¬ 
break,  a  large  number  of  soldiers 
arrived,  about  one  soldier  for 
each  of  us.  They. picked  up  peo¬ 
ple  in  the  caravan  and  took  them 
out  through  the  windows.” 

A  handful  of  people  have 
maintained  a  vigil  at  the  site  since 
Felix’s  funeral  on.  Sunday. 
"Wherever  Jewish  blood  is 
spilled  we  want  to  set  up  a  settle¬ 
ment,”  Dukan  said.  He  would 
not  reveal  future  plans  to  set  up  a 
settlement  at  the  site. 

Currently  three  tents  are  set  up 


HAMAS  is  considering  forming  a 
political  party  to  run  in  the  Pales¬ 
tinian  elections,  according  to 
Marwan  Barghouteh,  Fatah  gen¬ 
eral  secretary  in  the  territories. 

Hamas  has  denied  these  plans, - 
T^but-  Barghouteh  hinted -that*  an 
^  :  understanding  on  this,  matter  was 
readied  between  Hamas  and  Fa¬ 
tah  in  Gaza  after  the  mosque 
shooting  in  November,  when  14 
people  were  killed. 

Barghouteh  also  believes  that 
the  rejectionist  FLO  groups,  the 
PFLP  and  DFLP,  will  agree  to 
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paitidpate  in  the  elections. 

However,  PFLP  spokesman 
Riad  Malki,  a  Ramallah  resident, 
insists  that  his  faction' 
ipgys. thg, elections  .Tor  tjie  aul 
or^^^cpOnett;  and  is  demanding 
ejections  jfor-lhe  Palestinian  Na¬ 
tional  .Council  first  Malki  said 
the  PFLP  regards  the  PNC  as  the 
Palestinian  parliament,  which 
represents  Palestinians  all  over 
the  worid.  Once  the  newly  elect¬ 
ed  PNC  has  met  and  discussed 


We  mourn  the  passing  of  our  beloved 

LACI  HEGEDUS 

The  funeral  will  take  place  today, 
January  1 1 ,  at  1 :30  p.m.r  4 
at  the  Kfar  Samir  Cemetery! 

The  Family  ■ 


Tzemach  Tzedek  Center,  Jerusalem 

We  extend  deepest  sympathy  to 

Marsha  Roth 

on  the  passing  of  her  mother 

IRENE  COOPER  >"? 
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The  first  yarzheit  of  our  beloved  daughter 

SHARON 

will  take  place  at  2  p.m.  on  Friday, 
January  13, 1995  at  Har  Hamenuhot, 
Givat  Shaul,  Jerusalem,  Har  Tamir 

Nehama  arid  Herzl  Dunsky 
and  Family 


The  Minister  for  Religious  Affairs 
The  Director-General, 
Management  and  Staff  of  the  Ministry 


offer  sympathy  to  their  colleague, 

Uri  Mor 

Director  of  the  Department  for  Christian  Affairs 
on  the  death  of  his  mother,  ' 

ESTER  MOR 

i»nmi  1 1  >  s  nttnn 

Shiva  at  42  Rehov  Midbar  Sinai, 

Givat  Hamivtar,  Jerusalem. 


the  autonomy  agreement;  the  re¬ 
jectionist  PLO  groups  may  par¬ 
ticipate  in  general  elections,  be 
said 

.Mohammad  Jaddallah,  *  a 
)FLP'^p|^man 

'first  Jiokfiag^electibns^or  the-1' 
-^NClfre Jtfnutted  tm&BFiqiic;: 
lionisC  PLO  groups  fear  die  PNQ 
which  also  represents  the  rejec¬ 
tionist  PLO -groups,  will  lose  its 
role  and  importance  once  the  au¬ 
tonomous  council  has  been 
elected,  •• 

Palestinian  negotiators  have 
told  their  Israeli  counterparts 
that,  a  large  autonomous  council 
of  about  100  members  could 
’  abolish  the  articles  of  the  PLO 
charter  calling  for  the  destruction 
of  Israel,  without  convening  the 
PNG 

Yasser  Arafat  needs  a  two- 
thirds  majority  to  change  or  abol¬ 
ish  the  PLO  charter,  and  that 
may  be  difficult  to  obtain  in  the 
PNG 

Bakshi-Doron: 
Jews  may  not  sell 
land  to  ‘aliens’ 

CHIEF  Sephardi  Rabbi  Eliahu 
Bakshi-Doron  said  yesterday  that 
he  accepted  the  halachic  ruling  of 
Safed’s  chief  rabbi,  who  forbade 
Jews  to  sell  land  or  apartments  to 
Arabs. 

“It  is  a  great  miteva  to  settle  in 
the  Land  of  Israel  and  buy  its 
plots  and  property,”  Bakshi- 
Doron  said  yesterday  in  an  inter¬ 
view  with  Army  Radio.  “It  is  for¬ 
bidden  to  sell  Jewish-owned  land 
to  aliens.” 

Stitne  100  rabbis  signed  the  ha¬ 
lachic  ruling  of  Safed  Chief  Rabbi 
Shmuel  Eliahu. 

The  Arab  MKs  censured  the 
ruling,  and  no  major  rabbi  has  yet 
'  condemned  it. 

However,  Chief  Ashkenazi 
Rabbi  Yisrael  Meir  Lau  said  yes- 
-  terday  that  city  and  neighbor¬ 
hood  rabbis  should  consult  with 
the  Chief  Rabbinate  Council  be¬ 
fore  publishing  halachic  rulings 
like  this  or  any  other  rulings. 

Lau  &id  the  issue  of  selling  or 
renting  real'  estate  to  non-Jews  in 
Israel  had  never  been  discussed 
in  any  formal  rabbinical  forum. 
However  he  said  the  democratic 
right  of  freedom  of  expression 
entitled  any  rabbi  to  make  rulings 
based  da  halachic  sources.  (Itim) 


Prime  Minister  Rabin  visits  the  Western  Wall  yesterday^Haxari) 

RABIN 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
Arab  population  hurts  Israel’s 
claims  to  the  city. 

Rabin  made .  no  promises,  but 
city  officials  said  they  were  opti¬ 
mistic  he  understood  the  city’s 
needs  and  would  soon  approve 
additional  funding  for  Jerusa¬ 
lem’s  development  • 

Housing  Minister  Binyamin 
Bcn-Etiezer,  on  the  tour '-it  Ra¬ 
bin’s  request  also  made  no  firm 
commitments.  He  only  spoke 
generally  about  long-range .  plans 
to  buOd  “more  than  30,000  units 
over  the  next  five  or  six  years”  in 
Jerusalem. 

Olmert  had  pushed  for  some 
time  for  Rabin  to  make  an. official 
visit  to  Jerusalem  as  a  guest  of  the 
municipality,  hoping  this  would 
help  push  the  government  to 
translate  its  commitment  to  Jeru¬ 
salem  to  financing  for  specific 
projects.  -  '• 

On  several  occasions  during 
the  visit,  Rabin  reiterated  that 
the  government  would  never  give 
in  to  Palestinian  demands  for  the 
establishment  of  their  capital  in 
eastern  Jerusalem. 

“There  is  no  need  for  me  to 
expand  on  the  issue  of  the  con¬ 
nection  of  the  Jewish  people  to 
Jerusalem,”  Rabin  told  pupils  at 
an  East  Talpiot  high  school 
Answering  a  pupil’s  question 
about  the  government's  stand  on 


the  city,  Rabin  noted  that  the 
Palestinian  demands  for  eastern 
Jerusalem  were  nothing  new; 

“I  remember  well  that  even  .Sa¬ 
dat,  when  he  addressed  the  Knes¬ 
set,  called  for  a  Palestinian  state 
to  .be  established,  with  Jerusalem 
-  'as  its  capital,”  Rabin  said. 

While-  remaining  firm  on  re¬ 
taining  control  of  Jerusalem;  Is¬ 
rael  most  also  jbe  sensitive  to  the 
;  need  to  grant  religious  freedom 
•  to  Moslems  and  Christians  in  the 
city,  Rabin  said. 

Rabin,  Olmert,  and  Ben- 
Eiiezer,  began  the  four  on  Mount 
Scopus,  drove  through  Arab 
neighborhoods  to  see  poor  condi¬ 
tions  there  first-hand  before  ar¬ 
riving  at  the  new  Ophel  Road 
tourist  project,  and  then  the 
Western  Wall.  - 
The  three  leaders,  under  heavy 
.  police  protection,  also  walked 
.  through  the  Old;  City 'market, 
speaking  with'  Arab  shopkeepers, 
Christian  clergyman,  and  even 
tourists.  •  ’■  ‘ 

“You  are  a  good  man,  yon  are 
a  man  of  peace,”  an  elderly  Arab 
shopkeeper  shouted,  is  the  large 
entourage  made  its  way  through 
the  narrow  alleyways. 

At  the  Western  Wall,  however, 
several  religious  youths  shouted 
“Traitor,  traitor”  at  Rabin,  be¬ 
fore  being  pushed  out  of  sight  by 
police.  ’■  *  - 


VISITS 


SOCIAL  &  PERSONAL 


The  weekly  meeting  of  the  En¬ 
glish-speaking  Jerusalem  Rotary 
Club  will  take  place  today  at  1 
pan.  at  the  YMCA,  King  David 
Street  R/A.  Falcon  will  speak  on 
the  1947  UN  Partition  Vote  and 
R/P.  Roded  will  speak  on  the 
peace  process  and  new  possibili¬ 
ties  for  travel 


(Continued  from  Page  1) 
those  visitors  may  lobby  against 
Israeli  government  compromises. 
Other  Foreign  Ministry  sources 
say  they  are  not  .aware  of  any 
guests  doing  so. 

The  Golan  Residents  Commit¬ 
tee  expressed  shock  yesterday 
over  Beilin’s  new.  orders.  The 
committee  said  that  despite  Bei¬ 
lin’s  move  it  would  find  ways  to 
bring  all  guests  to  the  Golan 
Heights  for  a  visit 

“Beilin  knows  that  the  facts. on 
the  Golan  .arc  stronger  than  die 


government’s  policy.  Anyone 
who  has  visited  the  Golan  or 
looked  out  from  it  cannot  be  mis¬ 
taken  that  the  Golan  looks  like  a 
wall  protecting  Israel’s  north. 
Beilin’s  attempt  to  avoid  facts  is 
doomed  to  failure,”  said  commit¬ 
tee  spokesman  Uri  Heitner. 

A  multi-national  presence  on 
the  Golan  Heights-  must  include 
American  troops,  Prime  Minister 
Yitzhak  Rabin  said  last  night 
Rabin  added  that  there  had  been 
American  troops  in  the  Sinai  for 
16  years,  so  why  couldn’t  there  be 
the  same  on  the  Golan? 


on  the  side  of  the  road,  where  a 
handful  of  people  keep  an 
around-the-clock  vigil.  Dukan 
said  this  vigfl  is  coordinated  with 
the  IDF. 

Rabbi  Ya’acov  Lftri  from  Shilo 
said  he  hopes  this  site  becomes  a 
symbol  of  Jewish  determination 
to  settle  Judea  and  Samaria.  Libi 
said  the  operation  was  organized 
at  the  grass-roots  level,  and  not 
by  the  Council  of  Jewish  Commu¬ 
nities  in  Judea,  Samaria  and 
Gaza.  It  is  the  result,  Libi  said,  of 
hundreds  of  Jews  coming  to  the 
realization  that  “enough  is 
enough.  That  they  want  to  ex¬ 
press  that  the  Land  of  Israel  be¬ 
longs  to  the  people  of  Israel.” 

In  the  past  three  years  time 
have  been  a  number  of  attempts 


to  set  op  settlements  at  the  site  of 
terror  attacks.  In  the  summer  of 
1993,  Gush  Etzion  residents  tried 
for  weeks  -  but  ultimately  failed  - 
to  establish  a  settlement  at  the 
site  where  Mordechai  Lipkin  was 
kffled. 

Zh  199 1,  a  number  of  women 
set  up  a  presence  at  the  spot 
where  Rahel  Druck  and  Yitzhak 
Rofeh  were  killed  near  the  Ta- 
puach  Junction.  The  then  Likud 
government  decided  that  10  to  15 
settlers  could  maintain  a  memori¬ 
al  vigil  there,  but.  the  mobile 
homes  they  set  up  there  were  tak¬ 
en  away.  Today  there  are  two 
structures  at  the  site  where  five 
people  live,  and  an  IDF  post 
nearby.  The  site  is  often  used  for 
Shabbat  seminars  and  is  called 
Rehalim. 


NEWS  IM  BRIEF 

Driving  instructors  killed  in  road  accident 

Two  driving  instructors  an  their  way  to  reserve  duty  were 
killed  yesterday  and  a  third  man  suffered  light  to  moderate 
.  injuries  in  an  accident  near  Bek  Haronon  the  Jerusalem -Ben-  —  •  . ..  ■ 
Shemen highway, '  .  ...... 

„ . .  Yigal  Reboyi,  44.  of  Gtvat  Ze.’ey,  and.Nis san.ZoibachL4L_. .  -  ~ 
of  Jerusalem's  Ramot  neighborhood,  were  traveling  together  at  * 

6:30  ajiL  when  their  car  swerved  to  the  left  and  Mt  a 
commercial  vehicle.  The  two  were  dose  friends  and  had  opened 
a  driving  school  in  Ramot  twj  years  ago.  The  driver  of  the 
commercial  vehicle  was  taken  to  a  Jerusalem  hospital 
In  another  accident,  one  man  was  killed  and  two  injured, 
one  seriously,  in  a  collision  on  the  Reut-Maccabim 
highway.  Itim 

GSS  has  questioned  26,000  in  past  7  years 

From  the  publication  of  the  Landau  Commission  Report  on 
Genera!  Security  Service  investigations  in  1987,  until  the  end  of 
1994,  the  GSS  interrogated  26,000  people,  MK  Ran  Cohen 
(Meretz)  revealed  yesterday. 

Cohen,  a  member  of  the  Knesset  Foreign  Affairs  and 
Defense  Committee,  said  on  the  Five  After  the  News  program 
on  Israel  Radio  that  the  fact  that  so  many  interrogations  have 
taken  place  and  so  few  GSS  officers  have  been  tried  for  abase  is 
a  credit  to  the  security  service. 

He  added,  however,  that  tite  GSS  biD  currently  being 
debated  should  be  passed,  “ha  a  properly-run  country,  it  is 
imperative  that  the  work  of  the  GSS  be  based  on  proper 
legislation,”  he  said.  Itim 

Rabin  agrees  to  discussion  on  CIS  aliya 

Prime  Minister  Yitzhak  Rabin  agreed  yesterday  to  bold  a 
special  debate  to  discuss  the  aliya  from  the  CIS,  at  the  request 
of  Absorption  Minister  Yair  Tzaban. 

The  debate,  which  ostensibly  marks  five  years  of  Russian 
aliya,  will  deal  in  depth  with  the  recent  media  reports  of  crime 
among  Russian-speaking  immigrants. 

Tzaban  recently  met  with  Police  Minister  Moshe  Shahal  to 
discuss  ways  of  educating  policemen  about  the  importance  of 
aliya  and  the  Russian  immigrants’  contributions  to  Israeli 
society,  following  leaks  from  police  sources  about  crime  rates 
among  the  olim,  the  Absorption  Ministry  spokesman  said. 

Women’s  IDF  service  cut 

The  IDF  has  decided  to  cut  women’s  military  service  to  19 
months,  it  was  announced  yesterday.  Only  those  soldiers 
serving  in  vital  positions  wQl  serve  an  additional  two  months. 

Iraq:  We  will  never  recognize  Israel 

Iraq  yesterday  indignantly  denied  a  Ha  ’ area  report  that  it  was 
ready  to  recognize  Israel  ~ 

The  official  Iraqi  News  Agency  (INA)  said  Iraq  bad  no  ' 
intention  at  all  of  recognizing  Israel  or  having  contacts,  with  any 
of  its  officials. 

Ha'aretz  said  yesterday  that  Iraq  was  ready  to  recognize 
Israel  and  had  asked  Morocco  to  mediate  between  them. 

“Let  it  be  known  to  Ha’aretz...snd  other. Zionist  circles 
standing  behind  such  babbles  and  balloons  that  Iraq  will, 
disappoint  their  sick  hopes  and  ailing  wishes,”  INA 
said.  Reuter 

Palestinian  security  officer  kiHed  in  Gaza 

Assailants  shot  and  killed  a  captain  in  the  Palestinian  security 
forces  yesterday  and  stole  his  pistol!,  police  said.  • 

The  officer,  identified  as  CapL  Said  Abn  Salim,  43,  was 
shot  and  critically  wounded  in  the  stomach  as  he  got  into  his  car 
in.  Deir  el-Balah.  The  victim  died  at  a  Gaza  City  hospital, 
police  said. 

Abu  Salim,  a  member  of  the  Palestinian  intelligence 
services,  was  in  uniform  when  he  was  attacked,  police  said.  The 
identity  of  the  assailants  was  not  known.  '  AP 

Winning  numbers  and  cards 

In  last  night’s  weekly  Lotto  drawing,  the  winning  numbers 
were  2, 6,' 10, 22, 25  and  29,  and  the  additional  number  was  S. 

In  yesterday’s  MiftiHapayisdaily  Cbance  card  draw,  the 
lucky  cards  were  the  eightof  spades,  queen  of  hearts,  jade  of,  V.  • 
diamonds,  and  jack  of  dubs. 
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Kahalani  to  seek 

‘reinforcement’ 

of  Golan  Law 


M1CHAL  YUDELMAN 

labor  MK  Avigdor  Kahalani 
may  have  triggered  yet  another 
party  crisis  yesterday  when  he 
announced  chat  he  intends  to 
present  a  bill  for  “reinforcing” 
the  Golan  Law  to  the  Knesset 
next  week,  even  if  ir  means  de¬ 
fying  party  discipline. 

Speaking  at  the  The  Third 
Way  s  first  council  meeting,  Ka- 
haJam  said  that  the  bill  condi¬ 
tions  any  renunciation  of  terri¬ 
tory  on  either  the  approval  of 
50%  of  the  voters  in  a  referen¬ 
dum  or  a  majority  of  70  MKs. 

Kahalani  said  he  was  pre¬ 
pared  to  evacuate  the  Golan 
‘only  in  50  years.  The  negotia¬ 
tions  are  conducted  badly.  I  can¬ 
not  live  with  the  way  Labor  is 
today,  changing  its  platform  so 
drastically.  I’ll  fight  for  my  opin¬ 


ions  to  strengthen  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  Yitzhak  Rabin  from  the 
right." 

Rabin  sees  the  Golan  rein¬ 
forcement  bill  as  an  attempt  to 
clamp  restrictions  in  advance  on 
the  negotiations  with  Syria  and 
the  party  leadership  is  expected 
to  impose  faction  discipline  on 
all  its  members  to  foil  the 
legislation. 

Kahalani  said  yesterday  that 
he  has  ao  intention  of  “with- 
d rawing  the  bill  or  abandoning 
the  defense  the  Golan.  I  don't 
believe  that  Labor  would  take 
any  steps  against  me.  or  act  to 
expel  me  from  its  ranks."  He 
also  said  that  he  does  not  con¬ 
sider  his  move  an  indication  that 
the  government  has  failed  in  its 
handling  of  the  Golan. 


Rubinstein  favors 
keeping  Gush  Etzion 
under  Israeli  rule 


BATSHEVA  TSUR  and  Itfm 


EDUCATION  Minister  Amnon 
Rubinstein  said  yesterday  that  he 
favored  keeping  the  Gush  Etzion 
settlements  under  Israeli  rule  in  a 
future  peace  agreement. 

"The  [1949]  armistice  lines  are 
Dot  a  recognized  international 
border  and  require  modifica¬ 
tions,"  Rubinstein  told  pupils  at 
the  Neveh  Shmuel  yeshiva  high 
school  in  Efrat. 

“My  opinion  is  that  the  Gush 
Etzion  settlements  should  remain 
under  Israeli  sovereignty  in  the 
framework  of  a  permanent  peace 
settlement,  and  I  shall  work  to¬ 
wards  this,”  Rubinstein  said. 

At  the  same  time,  he  stressed: 
"We  must  get  out  of  the  vicious 
cycle  of  battles  and  of  ruling  an¬ 
other  people  that  does  nor  want 
us  and  does  not  have  rights." 

Asked  about  relations  with  the 
Palestinian  Authority,  Rubin¬ 
stein  said  that  there  were  numer¬ 
ous  differences  of  opinibn,  “par-  ' 
ticularly  on  security  issues. 


Possibly  we  should  show  greater 
flexibility  on  political  issues  if  we 
cannot  make  concessions  on  se¬ 
curity  matters." 

With  regard  to  suidde  terror¬ 
ists.  Rubinstein  said  there  were 
no  solutions.  "Anyone  who  tells 
you  they  can  solve  that  problem, 
is  misleading  you.”  he  told  the 
pupils. 

Earlier,  Rubinstein  met  with 
Efrat  Local  Council  head  Yinon 
Ahixnan  and  teachers  from  the 
area.  From  Efrat,  Rubinstein 
went  to  Alon  Sbvut.  where  be 
answered  questions  about  the  po¬ 
litical  situation  in  a  meeting  with 
yeshiva  students. 

“We  all  have  to  set  an  overrid¬ 
ing  value  for  ourselves:  to  honor 
decisions  taken  democratically  by 
the  cabinet  and  the  Knesset.”  he 
said.  “Differences  of  opinion  are 
legitimate,  but  maintaining  the 
rule  of  law  and  abiding  by  demo¬ 
cratic  decisions  are  die  very  foun¬ 
dations  of  Israeli  society.” 


Mena  demands  Peres  censure 
Egypt  for  interference 

UAT  COLLINS 


LIKUD  whip  David  Mena  is  de¬ 
manding  that  Foreign  Minister 
Shimon  Peres  urgently  call  a 
meeting  with  the  Egyptian  am¬ 
bassador  “to  chastise  him  for 
Egypt's  involvement  in  Israeli 
politics.” 

Mena  said  the  Egyptian  presi¬ 
dent’s  advisor  Osama  Baz  was 
planning  to  use  his  upcoming 
visit  to  help  form  a  joint  Arab 
list  to  run  for  the  Knesset. 

Mena  called  the  plan  “hutz- 
pa"  and  “crude  interference  in 
Israeli  domestic  affairs." 

He  accused  Ambassador  Bas- 
siouny  of  "forgetting  his  ambas¬ 
sadorial  position  and  acting  like 


a  representative  of  Rabin’s 
coalition.” 

Meanwhile.  MK  Benny  Begin 
(Likud)  is  demanding  that 
Prime  Minister  Yitzhak  Rabin 
stop  talks  on  the  release  of  Pal¬ 
estinian  prisoners. 

Begin  accused  Arafat  of  in¬ 
volvement  in  Hamas  terror  and 
said  that  last  week  the  PLO 
chairman  sent  his  personal  rep¬ 
resentative.  Amin  Laham,  to 
express  condolences  to  the  fam¬ 
ilies  of  the  Hamas  members 
killed  at  Beit  Sahour. 

The  Foreign  Ministry  de¬ 
clined  to  comment  on  the 
subject. 


Five  Palestinians  held  in  capital 
for  setting  up  vigilante  force 

BILL  HUTMAN 

FIVE  Palestinians  suspected  of  operating  a  quasi-police  force  in  east¬ 
ern  Jerusalem  have  been  detained  since  Sunday  by  Jerusalem  police. 

police  sources  said  yesterday.  .  .  . . 

The  five,  and  several  others  still  at  large,  were  caught  after  video¬ 
footage  of  some  of  them  interrogating  and  beatwg  up  an  Arab  drug 
addict  was  shown  on  Channel  One  Friday.  .  . 

It  remains  unclear  who  is  behind  the  operations  of  the  Palestinian 
policemen  in  Jerusalem,  the  sources  sard.  The  gang  may  be  locally 
operated,  or  connected  with  the  Palestinian  Police  in  Jencho  and 

G Urae?PoKe  has  been  largelyunable  to  contain  the  police  operations 
conducted  by  Palestinians  in  eastern  Jerusalem. _ 

Saudis  unwilling  to  fund  lion’s  share 
of  Middle  East  development  bank 

hillel  kuttleb 

WASHINGTON 


SAUDI  ARABIA  will  not  as¬ 
sume  a  lion’s  share  of 'the ^respon¬ 
sibility  for  funding  a  Middle  East 
development  bank,  a  knowledge¬ 
able  Arab  diplomat  said  here 
yesterday. 

Representatives  from  37  coun¬ 
tries  and  international  financial 
institutions  are  bolding  a  two-day 
conference  to  discuss  the  forma¬ 
tion  of  a  Middle  East  Bank  for 
Economic  Cooperation  and  De¬ 
velopment.  The  meetings  are  an 
outgrowth  of  October’s  regional 
economic  development  confer¬ 
ence  in  Casablanca. 

“Everyone  in  the  world  is  mov¬ 
ing  toward  free  enterprise,  and 
the  Middle  East  is  moving  toward 
more  government  -  and  we  really 
don’t  need  that,”  the  diplomat 
^  The  Jerusalem 


However,  at  yesterday’s  first 
full  day  of  meetings  on  the  devel¬ 
opment  bank,  the  Saudi  repre¬ 
sentatives  did  not  veto  the  notion 
outright.  According  to  Israeli 
sources,  the  Saudis  said  they  did 
favor  a  financial  mechanism  for 
regional  development,  but  sug¬ 
gested  that  all  options  be  ex¬ 
plored  fust. 

The  sources  also  said  that  sev¬ 
eral  European  countries,  particu¬ 
larly  Germany  and  France,  see 
the  "bank  as  a  vehicle  for  US  dom¬ 
ination,  relegating  Europe  to  a 
funding  role. 

Foreign  Ministry  Director- 
General  Uri  Savir  called  on  the 
gathering  to  embrace  the  devel¬ 
opment  bank  as  “a  window  of 
opportunity”  that  should  not  be 

missed.  - 

BEGIN 


DF  strikes  at 
north  of  secur 
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Avigdor  Kahalani  hugs  Golan  settlers’  leader  Yehuda  Hare! 
at  the  Third  Way’s  council  meeting  in  Tel  Aviv  yesterday. 
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EXTENSIVE  dentins:  continued 
:r  sou:!}  Lebanon  yesterday  after 
G-'V-n;  Brigade  troops  attacked 
Hizbullah  gunmen  in  an  opera- 
tier,  north  of  the  security  zone 
: ate  M or. say  meat.  ana  IaF  wm- 
plzres  struck  a;  Hizbullah  bases 
>cs:rrda>  afternoon  and  again 

las:  nsaht. 

Several  Hizbullah  aciiusts 
-ere  repartedii  killed  or  wound¬ 
ed  i:i  '.he  clash  with  Goiani  troops 
r.=ar  Shakra.  north  of  the  zone. 

The  !DF  Spokesman  said  the 
soldier*  attacked  a  terrorist  pa¬ 
trol  north  of  the  zone  and  had 
>ar>cquen'.ly  al!  returned  safely 

ir.eir  bases. 

Hizbullah  did  noi  announce 
ar.%  c.i> unities,  preferring  instead 
*.c-  wv  thai  its  "hob  fighters”  had 
thwarted  an  attempt  by  "Zionist 
troop?  to  enter  the  liberated  ar¬ 
eas  o:  south  Lebanon  from  the 
occupied  area  and  drene  them 

The  operation  by  the  Golani 
Brigade  troops  north  of  the  zone 
•*as  reported  so  be  part  of  the 
ongoing  initiated  actions  by  the 
IDF  to  thwart  terrorist  attacks 
azai.ns:  IDF  and  South  Lebanese 


DAVID  BUDGE 

Army  targets  in  the  security 
zone’ 

Prime  Minister  Yitzhak  Rabin 
told  reporters  yesterday  in  Jeru¬ 
salem  that  the  actions  in  Lebanon 
were  varied,  primarily  defensive. 

“Together  with  this,  we  won’t 
give  the  terrorists  freedom  of 
movement.”  he  said.  He  added 
that  the  IDF  and  SLA  are  secur¬ 
ing  the  border  area  and  the  secu¬ 
rity  zone. 

In  an  apparently  unrelated  de¬ 
velopment.  Hizbullah  gunmen 
blasted  SLA  targets  in  the  Jcz- 
zine  enclave  north  of  the  zone 
shortly  after  midnight  Monday, 
as  well  as  IDF  and  SLA  positions 
inside  the  eastern  sector  of  the 
zone. 

Two  SLA  soldiers  were  lightly 
wounded  during  ihe  bombard¬ 
ments  which  continued  early  yes¬ 
terday  morning. 

Hizbullah  itself  claimed  it  had 
shelled  11  SLA  and  IDF  positions 
with  a  barrage  of  mortar  and  Ka¬ 
tyusha  rocket  fire. 

IDF  and  SLA  gunners  re- 
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May  Bethlehem  NOT 
become  a  second  DAMOUR! 


Interior  of  the  Maronite  church  in  DAMOUR,  desecrated 
by  the  PLO  in  1982 

In  the  name  of  millions  of  Christians  the  world  over,  of 
many  different  denominations  and  backgrounds,  including 
the  Christian  minorities  in  the  Middle  East,  we  express  our 
deep  concern  lest  the  Israel  Government  hand  over  the  city 
of  Bethlehem  to  the  murderous  PLO  organization  and  its 
Hamas  allies.  This  would  bring  the  birthplace  of  King  David 
and  the  "Son  of  David”  under  the  control  of  those  who 
ravaged  the  city  of  Damour  and  much  of  Christian  Lebanon, 
desecrating  religious  institutions  there. 

They  should  not  be  entrusted  with  the  city  of  the  birth  of 
that  great  Prince  of  Peace  who  came  to  bring  peace  on  earth 
and  goodwill  toward  men,  as  announced  by  the  angels 
in  Ephratah. 


Leadership  Committee  for  a  Free  Middle  East 


International  Christian  Embassy  Jerusalem 


and  Bridges  for  Peace 


May  Bethlehem  NOT 

become  a  second  DAMOUR! 


to  be  kept  from 


leve 


STATE  Attorney  Dorit  Beinish 
petitioned  the  High  Court  of  Jus¬ 
tice  yesterday,  demanding  that 
prpsecutiba  evidence  be  withheld 
from  private  investigators  Rafi 
Friedas  and  Ya’acov  Tsui,' 
charged  with  wiretapping  the 
phones  of  hundreds  of  media  per¬ 
sonalities  piKf'pnliricrflng 

“The  public  win  not  benefit 
from  knowing  details:  of  the  evi¬ 
dence,”  wrote  Beinish  in  her  pe-  . 
titibn,  adding,  that  the  prosecu¬ 
tion’s  case  would  be  harmed  if  all 
.  evidence  is  transferred  to  the  de¬ 
fense.  ‘ 

Three  weeks  ago,  Tel  Aviv 
Magistrate’s  Court  Judge  Ze- 
chaxia  Caspi  ordered  District  At- 


Israelis 
abroad 
are  key 
market  for 
tourism 

HAIM  SHAPIRO 

ISRAELIS  living  abroad  on-  a 
more  or  less  permanent  bass  are 
an  important  market  for  Israel’s 
tourist  industry,  Tourism  Minis¬ 
ter  Uzi  Baram  said  yesterday. 

Baram,  speaking  at  a  Tel  Aviv 
press  conference  to  sum  np  his 
ministry's  activities  for  the  past 
year,  said,  that  over  300,000  of 
them  visited  the  country  in  1994,. 
although  they  were  not  included 
in  the  tourism  statistics,  which 
showed  a  total  of  over  two 
million-  - 

He  also  explained  the  diver¬ 
gence  between  fee  ministry’s  .fig¬ 
ures  and  feosb  of  fee 'Cent^  Bu-  ' 
reaii  of'  Sfetistffis;  ;wl(i<^‘'shoiwed 
only  '?fcnn£'i*8.  mlfliofi;tourfits6Tts' 
the  result  of  -the.  fact  that  fee;  bo-/ 
reau’s,  figures  did  not  include 
some  300,000  cruise  passenger  - 
' . .  The  tourism  minister  also  not¬ 
ed  feat  nlrhough  there  had  been  a 
12  percent  increase  in  fee  number 
eff  incoming  ,  tourists  last  year,  in 
comparison  to  1993,  this  increase 
was  not  reflected  in  the  number 
of  Jewish  tourists,  which  had  re- 
mafeuri  relatively  constant 
'  .Tourism  "frdm  fee  US,  -  which 
provided  fee  bulk  of  Jewiih'  tour¬ 
ists,  increased  by  only  three  per¬ 
cent,  and  France,  which  also  has: 
a  significant  Jewish  population, 
showed  only  a  4%  rise.  In  com- 
■  parison,  tourism  from  Germany 
jumped  by  13%.  '  J 

The  increase,  he  said,  also  re¬ 
flected  fee  beginning  of  tourism  . 
from  previously  untapped  mar¬ 
kets,  such  as  Eastern  Europe, 
which  provided  135,000  touriks. 
Baram  said  this  area,  in  particu¬ 
lar  fee  CIS,  from  which  tourism 
jnmped  by  69%  last  year  in  com¬ 
parison  wife  1993,  had  a  vast  po¬ 
tential. 

-Other  new  markets  included 
fee  Far  East  (41,000  tourists)  and 
Egypt  (20,000),  Baram  said.  He 
added  that  fee .  Egyptian  tourists’ 
arrival  was  a  direct  result  of  their 
government’s  easing  of  fee  bu¬ 
reaucratic  .restrictions  on  visits  to 
Israel.  '■ 

.-••Shmuel  Tzurel,  the  ministry’s 
director  .of  marketing,  spoke 
about  the. government’s  new. avia¬ 
tion  policy.,  and  noted  that  the 
Inter-Ministerial  Committee  on 
Privatization  has  stipulated  ‘feat 
this  policy  should  be  part  of  fee 
package  when  it  comes  to  .  selling 
BA!.'  ;  >  ., 

Referring  to  the  battle*  wife  the'. 
Transport  Ministry  which  had  fi- 
.  nally  resulted  .in  allowing  'Sun- 
quest,  a  Canadian  tour  organizer, 
to  operate  one  charter  flight-  a 
week  -from  Canada,  -  Tzurel  said 
feat  he  sees  die  problem  as  one  of 
bureaucracy,  rather  than  policy- 

.  It  was.  this  same  situation, 'he 
said,  which  caused  delays  in 
granting  permission  for  addition¬ 
al  flights  for  Sabena,  mid  for  Ali¬ 
talia  to  get  permission  to  add  a 
flight  .from  Milan.  He  added -that-'  - 
the  same  obstacles  are -delaying- 
the  inauguration  .of  direct  flights 
from  South  Korea.  .  .  . 

Baram  said  feat  for  fee. first 
time,  fee  large  hassidic  courts  are 
asking  the  ministry  for  help  :  in  ' 
organizing  their  gatherings,  ■  ralfr-.  ;• 
er  than  relying  on  their  own  orga- .! 
nizations.  The  observant  commu¬ 
nity  js  an  important  one,  he  said* 
especially,  regarding /internal' 


RAINE  MARCUS 

toruey  Rafi  Levy  to  transfer  rele¬ 
vant  evidence  to  fee  defense,  but. 
fee  prosecution  is  stfll  withhold¬ 
ing  fee  material.  - 
The  evidence  includes  state¬ 
ments  by  Ma’ariv  publisher  Offer 
Nirarodi  and  Yediot  Aharonot 
publisher  Amon  Mazes.  It  was 
Obtained  when  the  two  were 
questioned  by  police  seeking  fee 
.  person  who  commissioned  Frie- 
dan  and  Tsur  to -tap  hundreds  of 
phones,  cellular'  phones  and  fax 

mnphhieg  . 

'  On  Monday,  Friedau  and 
Tsui’s  lawyers  asked  Caspi.  ta 
drop  the  charges  against  fee  two, 
claiming  that  evidence  essential 


to  preparing  the  defense  has  not 
been  handed  over  by  the 
prosecution. 

-  Meanwhile,  a  private  investiga¬ 
tor  and.- a  technician  subjected  of 
tapping-  phones  in  fee  Herzfiya 
area  are  expected  to  appear  in 
Petah  Tikva ' Magistrate’s  Court 
for -a  remand  hearing  this  morn¬ 
ing- 

The  arrests  are  part  of  a  cam¬ 
paign  by  the- National  Crime 
Stpad  to  crack  dovm  on  illegal 

wiretapping.  . 

Police  said  the  two  were  caught 
Monday  bugging  {dames  in  fee 
Herdiya  area  together  wife  three 
other  men  who  were  released  af¬ 
ter  they  cooperated  wife  investi¬ 
gators. 


US  Zionists  call  on  WZO 
to  ‘empower  Diaspora’ 


MARILYN  HEWRY 

new  York" 


ZIONISM  in  the  United  States 
should  be  left,  largely  to  Ameri¬ 
can  Jews,  said.  Seymour  Refefe, 
president  of  the  American  Zion¬ 
ist  Movement,  in  Gaffing  on  a  re¬ 
structured  WZO  to  ‘‘empower’’  . 
Diaspora  communities. 

Zionism  can  serve  as  a  bridge 
between  Israel  and  US  Jewry,  but 
“if  we  are  to  convince-  American 
Jewry  of  Zionism’s  relevance  to 
fecar  own  lives,  we  -  the  Amerih 
can.  Zionist  Movement  -  must  do- . 
it,” .  he  said  Monday  sight  in  a 
keynote  speech  “to.  the  move¬ 
ment’s  biennial  tiringregs,  in  Fait' 

Tanderrinl^  Fla,  . 

“With  doe  respect  to  our  Israe¬ 
li  colleagues  and  shlihim,”  he 
said,  “only  Americans  can-  truly 
understand  American  life  and 
culture.” 

He  also  criticized  the  WZO, 
saying  feat  in  the  US  it  functions 
“without  airy  guidance  from/Or 
relationship^  tb'  rite  Alhfiricah  Ji-' 


-onist  leadership.” 

The  WZO  appears  to  have 
“wrifeai  off”  American  Zionist 
leaders,  “casting  aside  fee  Zion-  . 
ist  activists  who  have  served  as 
field  commanders  and  foot  sol- 
diets,”  he  said. 

He  also  caQeti  an  fee  WZO  to 
stop  funding  political  factions  hr 
Israel,  saying  that  “political  fac¬ 
tions  have  no  {dace  in  a  restruc¬ 
tured  WZO  and  no  relevance  to 
the.Dja^aora.  They  are  an  anach- 
ranEsrarSiBt  nmst  be  abotished  if 
the  WZO  is  to  retain  opdibilily,” 

..  The  AZM  must  raise  its  own 
binds  and  “be  less  dependent  on"  ' 
our  friends  in  Jerusalem/’  he 
.said. 

In  torn,  a  restructuring  of  fee 
WZO  should  empower  Diaspora  . 
Zionist  leadership  to  make  its  . 
own  derisions  about  local  priori¬ 
ties  .  and  financing  **No  longer 
should  Jerusalem  dictate  to.  the. 
Dl^pora,”  he  said. . 


Bill  would  permit  group  suils 
oyer  environmental  hazards 


UATCOLUNS 


ENVIRONMENTAL  organiza¬ 
tions  and  not  just  individuals  mil 
be  able  tp  file  criminal  suits  over 
environmental  hazards  and  nui¬ 
sances  if  fee  private  member’s 
bill  proposed  by  MKT  Benny  Tem- 
kin  (Meretz)  -.passes  in.-;the 
Knesset  ...... 

Yesterday  the  bfll,  an  amend¬ 
ment  to  the  Environment'  Nui¬ 
sances  Law  1961,  was  passed  by 
the  Knesset  Interior  Committee. 
It  is  expected  to  come  up  for  first 
reading  shortly.  -. 

“The  amendment-  will  be  an 
fKiriitiopai  weapon  in  combatting 
environmental,  problems,”  said 
Temkin.  Until  now,  only  private 
individuals  have  been  able  to  file 
police  complaints  against  those 
harming  the  environment  and 
only  a  handful  of  cases  have  come 
tocourt. 

“Private  individuals  haven’t 
got  the  time,  resources,  informa¬ 
tion  or  money  to  handle  such  is¬ 


sues.  And  often  they  are  scared 
about  tackling  a  larger  body  or 
authority^’*  Tetokih  said. 

*  fo  a  i^  ii«ah£^  groups  such 
as  fee  Israel  Union  for  Environ-  - 
mental  Defense  (IUED)  and  the 
Society  for  the.  Protection  of  Na¬ 
ture  in  Israel  have  pursued  com¬ 
plaints  in  court,  bra  the  charges 
have  been  filed  under  the  names 
of  .  individual  members.  Both  the 
SFNFs  Bflha"  Given  and  IUED’s 
Alon  Thl  who  attended  the  dis¬ 
cussion  were  enthusiastic  about 
the  amendment. 

The  amendment  also  obliges 
the  relevant  authorities*  general¬ 
ly  fee  Environment  NGnisfiy,  to 
hand  over  pertinent  information 
-regarding  tire  case  and  take  steps 
to  halt  fee  nuisance.  ■ 

.  IUED  members  said  feat  if  the 
amendment  becomes  law  ft  will 
help  the' group  pursue  cases  .of 
severe.  hazards  such  as  industrial 
pollution,  which  private,  iodrrid-.., 
uala  often  ignore.  J  •  -  V  ... 


New  donor  drive  for  Jay  Feinberg 


JUDY  SIEGEL 


THIRTEEN  leukemia  patients 
have  found  bone-marrow  donors 
through  the  blood-testing  cam¬ 
paign  organized  over  the  past 
three  years  to  save  24-year-old 
Jay  Feinberg  of  New  Jersey,  The 
Jerusalem  Past  has  leached...; 

But  Feinberg  himself,  who  is' 
-very  iH,  has  still  not  yet  found  -a 
donor  to  save  his  own  life. 

Friends  of  Jay  Feinberg  will 
hold  another  -  blood- testing  drive 
at  the  Jerusalem  Renaissance 
Hotel  on  Tuesday,  January  17.  - 
Some  50,000  people,  around 
fee  wodd,  mdudmg  several  -thou¬ 
sand  here,  :have  undergone  ,  blood 
tests  so  far  m  an  effort  to  find  ». 
matched  donor  fin  Feinbeig. 

Feinberg’s  family  members  - 
were  tested  but  none  had  com^ 


patible  tissue..  No  mafeh  i  was 
found  among  fee  nriflion/poten-. 
rial  donors  listed  wito  fee  tS  Na¬ 
tional  Bone ;  Marrow  .  Program or 
the  national  bone-marrow  data 
bank  at  Hadassah-XJniversity 
Hospital.  .. •; '.  »•:  -  * 

Feinberg’s  Jhiotos  have 
ed  to  itoBB- id  ferari  becaoser  a 
suitable  donor  is  m'tire  likely  to  be 
found-  among  Ashkrraazr  lews; 
whose .  families  origatated  in  Sot  -. 
pbtskin  rfBelariis),  War^w  i?^; 

•  land)  and  fee^TJkrahte;. 

Anyone  whh  -  fee.  - 
berg,  Flatoeofi^ 

tcr^i 

may  !be  'soSmevi^ 
be  otmqjmiHe,  btot  no  oneS^Ek- 
iripean  origin  can  be  ^tpled;  V 


Jack  Kemp  nray  ran  for  {^»deiql 


STEVE  RODAN  ,  '  : 

-FORMER  US  honsing  and  urbmi  fee- late;  US  sentoor-^£ 
development .  secretary  ’Jack  ’  sou.*^  vrill  make  fee  d 
Kemp  said  yesterday  he/wbnM  ter  fee  SspetboM,”  6 
•  decufc'  ..by  -.fee  .end  of  fee  month  refcning  .jo  fefi-  ■  US -p 
vfce&tt:  to  '^ehk  the  .RepublitoiD  foofeafl/.-fiBaii  u*W&sl 
uomintoion  feesitoit.  •  :*•  mounctf  toy  deatooti-^or 

r". '  ' ' . ‘  v  •'  ;  -7 •"  '-rr  ■  «thcr;  .$ub$c?  -A. 

Kemp  is  attefefing  the  Jerusa-  -wife' 


■fir. 


^  *  ... 


^erusaif 


lourt 
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Republicans  pledge 
to  maintain  current 
level  of  aid  to  Israel 


WASHINGTON’S  top  Republi¬ 
can  have  assured  Jewish  repre¬ 
sentatives  that  the  party  intends 
to  maintain  aid  to  Israel  at  its 
current  level. 

House  Speaker  Newt  Gingrich, 
Senate  Majority  Leader  Robert 
Dole  and  Senate  Majority  Whip 
Trent  Lott  delivered  the  message 
in  separate  meetings  Monday 
evening  with  leaders  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Jewish  Coalition,  a  group 
that  supports  Republican  causes. 

“We  received  assurances  from 
each  of  them  that  they  believe 
5 11131  there  was  no  [intention]  to 
•  art  the  level  of  aid  to  Israel,” 
former  NJC  chairman  Richard 
Fox  said,  yesterday. 

“Each  of  them,  without  equiv¬ 
ocation,  said  absolutely  they  see 
Israel  as  a  strategic  ally  to  the  US, 
and  more  specifically,  there  is  no 
effort  on  the  present  economic 
agenda  to  reduce  the  support.” 

Israel  annually  receives  $ 1.8 
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HILLEL  KUTTLER 
WASHINGTON 

pillion  in  defense  aid  and  $I.2b. 
m  economic  assistance.  President 
Bill  Clinton  told  Prime  Minister 
Yitzhak  Rabin  when  they  met 
here  November  21  that  the  aid 
was  safe  at  least  through  the  end 
of  the  1995  fiscal  year. 

The  meeting  was  the  first  held 
between  a  Jewish  group  and  the 
new  leadership  since  Congress  re¬ 
convened  last  Wednesday  under 
Republican  control. 

The  discussions  were  opportu¬ 
nities  to  discuss  the  new  Republi¬ 
can  agenda,  and  how  the  organi¬ 
zation  could  rally  Jewish 
community  support  for  it,  NJC 
leaders  said. 

The  two  sides  primarily  dis¬ 
cussed  the  Republicans*  ambi¬ 
tious  domestic  goals  over  the  next 
three  months,  which  the  party 
calls  its  Contract  With  America. 


There  was  very  little  discussion  of 
Middle  East  matters,  participants 
said. 

But  the  three  congressional 
leaders  said  they  supported  a  new 
bill  introduced  by  Sen.  Mitch 
McConnell,  chairman  of  the  for¬ 
eign  operations  si  thmm  m  fa  to 
slash  foreign  aid  by  20%,  while 
leaving  aid  to  Israel  and  Egypt 
untouched.  The  bill  would  also 
“earmark”  aid  to  foreign  recipi¬ 
ents  rather  than  leave  allocation 
at  the  discretion  of  the  White 
House. 

Dole  told  the  group  he  is  unde¬ 
cided  on  whether  to  support  the 
stationing  of  US  troops  on  the 
Golan  Heights  should  Israel  and 
Syria  reach  a  peace  deal. 

Dole  “indicated  be  would  like 
to  see  tohat  the  final  resolution  is 
with  Syria  and  Assad  before  he 
would  make  a  conclusion  as  to 
whether  we  should  have  troops 
on  the  Golan,”  Klein  said. 


Man  jailed  for  sexually  assaulting  a  minor 


A  25-YEAR-OLD  man  was 
jailed  for  2 XA  years  by  the  Tel 
Aviv  District  Court  yesterday  for 
sexually  assaulting  a  girl  who 
lived  in  his  home  since  she  was 
nine. 

The  girt,  today  13,  was  assault¬ 
ed  regularly  while  she  lived  at  the 
home  of  the  man’s  parents,  her 
foster  parents.  The  man  also 
threatened  her  while  performing 


RA1NE  MARCUS 

sexual  acts  on  her,  the  court 
heard. 

The  offenses  only  surfaced  in 
1993  after  the  girl  told  a  psychia¬ 
trist  who  was  treating  her  because 
she  had  threatened  to  commit 
suicide  and  suffered  various  men¬ 
tal  disturbances. 

In  sentencing.  Judge  Amnon 


Strashnov  said  the  man  took  ad¬ 
vantage  of  the  girl’s  innocence  to 
satisfy  his  own  sexual  needs.  But 
he  said  he  was  not  imposing  a 
longer  sentence  on  the  defendant 
because  be  was  taking  into  con¬ 
sideration  his  personal  circum¬ 
stances  -  since  the  start  of  the 
offenses,  he  had  served  in  the 
IDF,  gotten  married  and  now  had 
a  family  to  support 


Expert:  Treat  anorexics  as  mental  patients 


THERE  is  no  alternative  but  to 
treat  some  anorexia  nervosa  pa¬ 
tients  in  psychiatric  hospitals  be¬ 
cause  they  must,  be  forced,  to  eat, 
theTtead  of  psychiattic  seivices'.at 
the  Health  Ministry  said ' 
yesterday.' 

Dr.  Motti  Mark  was  Referring 
to  the  case  of  Noga  Ankori,  a  21- 
year-old  woman  who  died  of  the 
eating  disorder  on  .  Sunday  weigh¬ 
ing  only  19  kg.  Her  last  interview 
was  due  to  be  broadcast  last  night 
on  the  Gabi  GaritTV  program. 

Ankori’s  parents  have  filed  a 
complaint  with  the  Health  Minis¬ 
try,  claiming  that  Noga  tried  to 
avoid  treatment  because  of  the 
stigma  of  being  hospitalized  in 


JUDY  SIEGEL 

psychiatric  institutions,  where  se¬ 
verely  psychotic  patients  shared 
die  wards.  The  parents  claimed 
anorexia  was  “not  a  psychotic 
disease,  but  an  emotional  distur¬ 
bance  combined  with  physical 
problems.” 

.  Ankori,  whose  anorexia  began 
in  fifth  grade,  had  been  hospital¬ 
ized  in  the  psychiatric  depart¬ 
ments  of  general  hospitals  in  Je¬ 
rusalem,  Tel  Hashomer  and 
Petab  TQcva,  as  well  as  in  the 
closed  wards  of  psychiatric  hospi¬ 
tals.  She  had  refused  to  eat  more 
than  a  cup  of  leben  a  day. 

Mark  said  he  could  not  com¬ 


ment  specifically  on  the  Ankori 
case,  since  a  complaint  had  been 
filed.  But  he  pointed  out  that 
there  are  .^-  number  facilities 
for  anorexics  in  general  hospitals. 

.  “Tbis^is.  a  chronic  disease,  .thus, 
there  cannot  be  a  single  facility 
for  all  patients  throughout  the 
country.  They  must  be  dose  to 
their  families,”  Marie  said. 

He  added  that  some  patients 
had  to  be  kept  in  dosed  wards  of 
psychiatric  hospitals  so  they 
would  not  flee  and  continue  to 
starve.  While  there  were  no  beds 
in  general  hospitals  for  adult  an¬ 
orexics,  but  only  for  teenagers, 
Mark  noted  that  the  number  of 
adult  afiorexics  is  very  small 


Human  cruelty  considered  on  Animal  Rights  Day 


FOUR- legged  stars  were  absent, 
but  some  of  their  best  friends 
gathered  in  the  Knesset  visitors’ 
gallery  yesterday  to  hear  a  discus¬ 
sion  making  Animal  Rights  Day. 

The  guests  included  pop  idol 
Aviv  Geffen,  singer  Izhar  Cohen, 
playwright  Dan  Almagor,  actress 
Aviva  Marks  and  representatives 
of  most  of  the  country’s  animal- 
welfare  groups. 

“We  have  to  act  as  the  voice 
and  protector  of  all  helpless 
groups,  including  animals  who 
can’t  speak  or 'protect  them¬ 
selves,”  said  MK  Yael  Dayan. 

“If  they  could  talk,  imagine 
what  they  would  say,”  she  contin- 


L1AT  COLLINS 

ued.  “What  would  the  dog  say 
after 'it  had  been  thrown  by  chil¬ 
dren  into  a  barrel  of  tar?  What 
would  the  cat  say  after  children 
had  thrown  it  from  the  window  to 
see  if  it  really  had  nine  lives? 
What  would  the  two  monkeys 
kept  in  a  tiny  cage  at  the  entrance 
to  a  discotheque  say  to  the  visi¬ 
tors  who  stubbed  out  their  ciga¬ 
rettes  on  them?” 

Cases  such  as  these  are  now 
being  prosecuted  under  the  Anti- 
Cruelty  Law  passed  last  year.  “A 
society  is  judged  by  die  way  it 
treats  its  animals,”  said  Avraham 

7$  '2757?  75*7 t 


Poraz,  the  law’s  initiator. 

Poraz,  and  Environment  Min¬ 
ister  Yos5i  Sark!  who  spoke  at  a 
separate  session,  noted  the  pro¬ 
gress  both  in  legislation  and  en¬ 
forcement  but  said  there  was  far 
to  go.  Poraz  said  that  animals  in 
the  agricultural  sector,  that  are 
not  covered  by  the  current  law, 
would  be  the  subject  of  legisla¬ 
tion  now  being  drafted. 

Animal-rights  groups  marked 
the  day  with  a  country-wide  in¬ 
formation  campaign  and  projects 
in  some  schools.  Most  of  the  liter¬ 
ature  distributed  focused  on  the 
need  to  neuter  pets  to  prevent 
unwanted  litters. 
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Betty  Schreiber,  92,  and  Hanna  Sharvit,  12  days  old,  both  of  whom  underwent  heart  surgery 
within  the  past  week,  pose  together  at  Beilinson  Hospital  yesterday.  Schreiber  had  a  valve 
replaced,  while  Sharvit,  who  was  operated  on  at  the  Children's  Medical  Center  in  Israel,  had  to 
have  m^jor  blood  vessels  reversed  and  other  heart  defects  repaired.  (Meir  Kfir) 

Kollek:  10,000  capital  Arabs 
have  opted  to  become  Israeli 


SOME  10,000  Arab  residents  of 
Jerusalem  have  decided  to  take 
up  the  option  of  Israeli  citizen¬ 
ship  in  die  last  few  months,  for¬ 
mer  mayor  Teddy  Kollek  said 
Monday.  “Since  the  talk  of  divid¬ 
ing  Jerusalem,  a  tremendous 
number  of  Arabs  have  decided 
that  freedom  under  Israeli  rule 
would  probably  be  their  best  op¬ 
tion.  Every  day,  there  are  loDg 
lines  of  Arabs  outside  the  Interi¬ 
or  Ministry  to  apply  for  citizen- 
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ship,”  Kollek  said. 

When  the  city  was  reunited  in 
1967,  Arab  residents  were  given 
the  option  of  maintaining  their 
Jordanian  citizenship  or  obtain¬ 
ing  Israeli  citizenship.  At  the 
time,  few  chose  the  Israeli  op¬ 
tion,  he  said. 

Kollek  revealed  that  thousands 
of  Arab  parents  are  also  taking 
their  children  out  of  private 


schools  and  registering  them  for 
municipal  schools.  They  feel  they 
have  lost  one  generation  because 
it  was  difficult  to  study  in  private 
schools  during  the  intifada,  be 
said. 

Speaking  at  the  conference  on 
the  Jackson-Vanik  Amendment 
in  Jerusalem,  Kollek  called  on 
the  Jewish  public  abroad  to  “start 
worrying  about  Jerusalem's  fu¬ 
ture  and  help  us  to  build  a  strong 
and  united  capital.” 


Olim 
match 
veteran 
Israelis 
in  combat 
units 
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TWENTY  percent  of  the  new  im¬ 
migrants  mobilized  into  the  IDF 
serve  in  combat  units,  a  percent¬ 
age  similar  to  that  of  the  rest  of 
the  population,  the  Knesset  For¬ 
eign  Affairs  and  Defense  Com¬ 
mittee  was  told  yesterday. 

Addressing  the  committee, 
Maj.-Gen.  Yoram  Yair,  the  head 
of  the  IDF  Manpower  Branch, 
said  the  immigrants  were  general- 
Jy  finer  than  the  other  inductees. 
Yair  added  that  the  suicide  rate 
among  new  immigrant  soldiers 
was  higher  than  among  their 
peers,  but  in  most  cases  the  cause 
was  not  related  to  military 
service. 

Absorption  Minister  Yair  Tza- 
ban  said  he  would  propose  the 
government  immediately  set 
clear  guidelines  regarding  the  in¬ 
duction  of  older  olira  foT  Stage  B 
mflitary  service. 

“Otherwise,  the  stigma  of 
avoiding  military  service  will  be 
added  to  the  long  list  of  stigmas 
attached  to  the  immigrants," 
Tzaban  said. 

In  other  matters,  MK  Nissim 
Zvilli  demanded  that  committee 
chairman  Ori  Ore  invite  Judge 
Moshe  Landau,  after  he  report¬ 
edly  complained  that  the  General 
Security  Service  was  not  applying 
the  conclusions  of  the  Landau 
Report  on  interrogation 
methods. 

.  The  committee  also  heard  fig¬ 
ures  on  the  Arab  population  in 
Judea,  Samaria  and  Gaza. 

Although  no  census  has  been 
held  in  the  territories,  the  office 
of  the  Coordinator  of  Activities 
in  Judea,  Samaria  and  Gaza  gave 
out  figures  compiled  from  differ¬ 
ent  sources.  The  figure  for  Gaza 
is  932^16  while  for  Judea  and 
Samaria  there  are  conflicting  fig¬ 
ures:  the  Population  Registry 
puts  the  figure  at  1,475,000,  while 
the  Central  Bureau  of  Statistics 
figure  is  1,115,000. 


Square  dedicated  in  memory  of  Henry  Jackson 


HENRY  M.  Jackson  Square, 
commemorating  the  senator  who 
was  a  life-long  friend  of  Israel 
was  dedicated  yesterday  in  Jeru¬ 
salem  on  the  corner  of  Jabotinsky 
and  Yitzhak  Elhanan  streets  in 
Jerusalem. 

Mayor  Ehud  Olmert  and  Hel¬ 
en  Hardin  Jackson  unveiled  the 
plaque  at  the  culmination  of  a 
conference  devoted  to  the  legacy 
of  Jackson  and  the  struggle  for 
human  rights,  on  the  20th  anni¬ 
versary  of  tbe  Jackson-Vanik 
Amendment.  The  three-day 
gathering  was  attended  by  nu¬ 
merous  personalities  connected 
with  tbe  struggle  to  free  Soviet 
Jewry  in  the  West  and  many  of 
those  whom  they  had  fought  to 
free. 

Describing  Jackson  as  “a  great 
friend  of  humanity,  the  Jewish 
people  and  Israel,”  Olmert  said 
that  those  who  are  commemorat- 


BATS NEVA  TSUR 


ed  in  Jerusalem  will  never  be  for¬ 
gotten  by  Jerusalemites.  “Henry 
Jackson  was  a  leader,  a  paceset¬ 
ter  and  an  inspiration  for  all,  who 
forced  bis  will  on  the  US  leader¬ 
ship  and  across  the  world,”  Ol¬ 
mert  added. 

Speaking  of  her  husband’s  love 
for  Israel,  Helen  Jackson  said 
that  “it  is  not  enough  to  say  that 
‘Scoop’  [the  late  senator’s  nick¬ 
name]  was  a  friend  of  IsraeL 

“Scoop  held  Israel  close  to  his 
heart  always,”  she  said.  “He  re¬ 
garded  Israel  as  a  modem  miracle 
and  the  refusal  to  let  Jews  go 
there  as  a  cruel  irony.”  She  added 
that  her  husband  would  have 
been  honored  by  the  commemo¬ 
rative  conference  and  the  cere¬ 
mony. 

Joanne  Kemp,  co- founder  with 


Helen  Jackson  of  Congressional 
Wives  for  Soviet  Jewry,  ex¬ 
pressed  the  excitement  she  felt  in 
Jerusalem  in  seeing  so  many  of 
the  faces  of  the  refuseniks  whom 
she  had  known  during  the  years 
of  the  struggle. 

It  is  appropriate  that  two  righ¬ 
teous  Gentiles  who  insisted  on 
being  part  of  the  Jewish  people's 
struggle  should  be  the  first  to  be 
commemorated  in  relation  to  So¬ 
viet  Jewry,  Zionist  Forum  head 
Natan  Sharansky  said. 

He  noted  jocularly  that  Andrei 
Sakharov,  for  whom  the  gardens 
at  the  entrance  to  Jerusalem  are 
named,  is  mentioned  daily  on  Is¬ 
raeli  radio  broadcasts  -  in  con¬ 
nection  with  the  traffic  jams 
there.  “I  hope  the  radio  will  now 
tell  us  every  morning  to  drive  to 


Gingrich  spokesman  blasted  for 
for  calling  anti-smokers  Nazis 


JUDY  SIEGEL 


of  Pissaro  with  Georgette  Homescu  (left),  wife  of  the  Romanian  ambassador,  and 
Reuma  Weizman  (center;  r-ber(an  ambassador.  Weizman  hosted  ambassadors*  wives  yesterday  on  a  special  gnided  tour  of  the 
Stataria  Morna,  wife  ot  lue  «««  in  Jerusalem.  “This  is  one  of  the  most  important  exhibitions  ever  mounted  at  the  museum  and 


THE  Israel  Forum  for  the  Pre¬ 
vention  of  Smoking  last  night  de¬ 
nounced  new  US  Speaker  of  the 
House  Newt  Gingrich’s  personal 
spokesman  for  calling  anti-smok¬ 
ing  activists  "Nazis.” 

Gingrich,  whose  spokesman 
Tony  Blankley  used  the  word  in 
an  interview  with  The  New  York 
Times  last  week,  has  not  dissoci¬ 
ated  himself  from  the  statement. 

The  forum,  comprising  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  the  Israel  Cancer 
.Association,  the  Israel  Society 
for  the  Prevention  of  Smoking, 
Health  Ministry,  Israel  Defense 
Forces,  health  funds  and  other 
organizations,  decided  to  ask  the 
American  Cancer  Society  to  de¬ 
nounce  Blankiey's  statement  and 
to  send  a  letter  of  protest  to  the 
Times. 

One  of  the  members  of  the  fo¬ 
rum,  lawyer  Amos  Hausner,  is 
tbe  son  of  the  late  Gideon 
Hausner,  who  was  c[uef  prosecu¬ 
tor  at  the  trial  of' Nazi  leader 
Adolph  Eichmano.  He  told  The 
Jerusalem  Post  last  night  that  the 

comparison  was  despicable,  since 

- - - 


ested  in  saving  lives  from  tobac¬ 
co-related  illnesses,  not  in  mur¬ 
dering  innocent  people. 

“The  Jewish  people  have  never 
recovered  their  numbers  after 
losing  six  million  to  the  Nazis;  we 
want  to  ensure  that  5,000  Israelis 
don’t  die  each  year  from  smok¬ 
ing-related  diseases.” 

Blankley  bad  said  in  the  inter¬ 
view  that  he  plans  to  “enjoy 
smoking  Winston  cigarettes”  in 
his  new  office  and  was  uncon¬ 
cerned  that  this  might  conflict 
with  anti-smoking  laws.  The 
Times  quote  was:  '“This  is  the 
seat  of  freedom,'’  he  said  as  he 
smoked  his  cigarette.  “I  can't 
imagine  that  the  [anti-]  smoking 
Nazis  have  any  sovereignly 
here.”  ’ 

The  forum  noted  that  the  new 
Republican-dominated  House  of 
Representatives  contains  a  much 
larger  number  of  pro-tobacco 
members  compared  to  the  previ¬ 
ous  Democratic-dominated 
House  and  feared  that  they 
would  try  to  weaken  existing  anti- 


Jackson  Square  because  there  is 
plenty  of  parking  there,”  Shar¬ 
ansky  quipped. 

Former  US  housing  secretary 
Jack  Kemp,  who  described  him¬ 
self  as  “a  Scoop  Jackson  Republi¬ 
can  who  co-aulbored  the  amend¬ 
ment,”  said  Jackson  had  “never 
lost  his  soul..  He  was  ‘linked’  to 
the  belief  that  the  US  would  lose 
its  soul  if  it  did  not  sponsor  the 
amendment.” 

Kemp  adde±  "People  have  ex¬ 
pressed  sorrow  that  Henry  Jack- 
son  is  not  here  with  us  today.  But 
he  is  here  as  long  as  his  work  is 
being  continued  by  people  who 
want  a  world  without  pain,  injus¬ 
tice  and  antisemitism  and,”  he 
said,  turning  to  the  father  of  an 
Israeli  MIA  and  refuseniks  in  the 
crowd,  “as  long  as  people  care 
about  freeing  missing  soldiers  or 
elderly  Jews  who  have  difficulty 
leaving  their  countries  of  origin.” 

Israelis  kept  out 
of  Cairo  book  fair 

CAIRO  (Reuter)  -  The  Egyptian 
authorities  have  rebuffed  Israel’s 
latest  attempt  to  take  part  in  the 
annual  Cairo  International  Book 
Fair,  officials  said  yesterday. 

The  officials  said  the  authori¬ 
ties  did  not  respond  to  a  request 
to  allow  Israeli  publishers  to  dis¬ 
play  at  the  fair  opening  today. 

Israeli  publishers  took  part  in 
the  fair  in  the  early  1980s  but  in 
1986  the  Egyptian  government, 
citing  security  concerns,  said  they 
could  not  continue.  An  Israeli  at¬ 
tache  bad  been  killed  while  at¬ 
tending  a  separate  trade  fair  in 
Cairo. 

The  officials  said  they  do  not 
know  the  reason  for  excluding 
the  Israelis  but  tbe  government, 
despite  15  years  of  peace,  re¬ 
mains  wary  of  appearing  to  pro¬ 
mote  cultural  contacts  with  Isra¬ 
el.  The  Israeli  Embassy  also 
declined  to  comment. 

Culture  Minister  Farauk  Hosni 
told  President  Ezer  Weizman  last 
month  that  it  was  up  to  Egyptian 
artists  and  intellectuals,  not  the 
government,  to  decide  on  the 
pace  of  cultural  normalization 
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Words  and  deeds  on  Iran 


PRIME  Minister  Yitzhak  Rabin  is  merely 
being  realistic  when  he  maintains  that 
Israel  is  not  the  only  country  threatened 
by  Iran.  Israel  may  be  Iran's  most  accessible 
infidel  target,  whose  presence  on  what  the  aya¬ 
tollahs  consider  Islamic  land  is  particularly  irri¬ 
tating.  But  the  Big  Satan  is  the  US,  the  leader  of 
the  despised  West.  If  anything  endangers  the 
future  of  fundamentalisrlsiam,  it  is  not  Israel, 
but  the  enticement  of  the  West’s  open  society, 
democracy,  freedom,  mores,  media  and  “deca¬ 
dence.” 

The  corollary  is  that  not  only  Israel  should 
worry  about  Iran’s  military  buildup  and  its 
pursuit  of  nuclear  warfare  capabilities.  All  the 
Western  powers  should  be  concerned.  This  is 
not  only  because  Iran  will  soon  have  nuclear 
warheads  and  missiles  with  which  to  deliver 
them  to  the  Gulf  states  and  Israel,  but  because  it 
exports  a  fanatic  anti-Western  ideology. 

Teheran  supports  and  directs  subversive  ac¬ 
tivities  in  Algeria,  Egypt,  Jordan,  Tunisia,  Mo¬ 
rocco  and  other  African  states.  In  Sudan  it 
supports  a  radical  Islamist  government  and  fi¬ 
nances  training  centers  for  terrorists.  In  Leba¬ 
non  it  provides  money,  arms  and  canon  fodder 
for  the  Hizbullah.  The  Hamas  organizations  in 
the  administered  territories,  Jordan  and  Syria 
also  receive  Iranian  help.  In  Algeria,  located 
within  middle-sized  missile  range  from  France, 
Iran’s  support  may  enable  the  militants  to  over¬ 
throw  the  military  regime  and  replace  it  with  an 
Islamic  tyranny. 

Iran  has  also  proved  that  it  can  reach  every 
Western  capital  with  its  terrorist  agents.  It  is  not 
only  implicated  in  murderous  bombings  in  Ar¬ 
gentina  and  the  US.  It  has  assassinated  more 
than  60  dissidents  in  exile,  mostly  in  European 
countries,  and  has  blackmailed  Germany  and 
France  into  releasing  its  assassin^ Uranian 
groups  have  even  intervened  in  the  wfcr  in 
Bosnia.  Perhaps  the  most  nightmarish  scenario 
is  that  it  will  be  able  to  arm  its  terrorist  emissar¬ 
ies  with  a  compact  nuclear  weapon. 

As  a  global  threat,  Iran  has  replaced  the 
Comintern.  It  can  count  on  ideological  sympa¬ 
thizers  virtually  everywhere  -  Iranian  terrorism 
and  subversion  have  enjoyed  the  support  of 
local  Islamic  militants  in  Europe,  Latin  Ameri¬ 
ca  and  the  US  -  and  it  can  rationalize  the  most 
heinous  crimes  as  means  sanctified  by  a  tran¬ 
scendent  goal.  Just  as  the  Soviet  Union  was  the 
inspiration  and  spiritual  headquarters  for  virtu¬ 
ally  all  anti-Western  radical  movements,  so  Iran 
is  the  adoptive  parent  of  militant  Islamic 
groups. 

Israel  expects  that  once  the  West  realizes  the 
dimension  and  gravity  of  the  Iranian  threat,  it 
will  harness  its  considerable  resources  against 
Iran.  Rabin  has  repeatedly  said  that  Israel  can¬ 
not  combat  the  danger  alone,  and  that  the  US 
should  lead  the  battle  through  sanctions,  an 
arms  blockade  and  the  diplomatic  isolation  of 
Iran.  But  at  present  the  prospects  that  such  a 


concerted  effort  against  Islamic  fanaticism  will 
materialize  seem  slim. 

True,  the  US  has  what  it  calls  a  “dual  con¬ 
tainment”  policy  against  Iraq  and  Iran.  And  no 
one  has  been  more  eloquent  in  describing  the 
Iranian  danger  than  US  officials.  The  latest  such 
warning  was  sounded  by  Defense  Secretary 
William  Perry  on  his  visit  here  this  week. 
President  Bill  Clinton  himself  has  called  Iran 
the  world's  leading  state  sponsor  of  terrorism. 
In  a  Chicago  speech  last  August  he  said  “We 
pledge  to  work  with  like-minded  countries  to 
meet  the  challenge  of  Iran’s  support  for  terrorist 
groups,  its  efforts  to  acquire  weapons  of  mass 
destruction,  and  its  campaign  to  subvert  moder¬ 
ate  regimes  that  have  opted  for  peace.  We  call 
upon  all  allies  to  recognize  the  true  nature  of 
Iranian  intentions  and  to  help  us  convince  Tehe¬ 
ran  that  we  will  not  tolerate  rogue  behavior.” 

Secretary  of  State  Warren  Christopher  has 
been  even  harsher.  “The  international  commu¬ 
nity  has  been  far  too  lenient  of  Iran’s  outlaw 
behavior,”  he  said  in  October.  “Arms  sales  and 
preferential  economic  treatment,  the  kind  of 
treatment  that  makes  it  easier  for  Iran  to  divert 
resources  to  terrorism,  should  be  terminated. 
The  evidence  is  overwhelming.  Iran  is  intent  on 
projecting  terror  and  extremism  across  the  Mid¬ 
dle  East  and  beyond.  Only  a  concerted  interna¬ 
tional  effort  can  stop  it.” 

These  are  commendable  sentiments.  But  the 
Iranians  may  be  forgiven  for  considering  them 
nothing  more  than  lip  service.  For  the  facts 
simply  do  not  match  the  rhetoric.  One  quarter  of 
Iran’s  oil  revenue  comes  from  sales  to  America, 
and  numerous  American  firms  are  trading  with 
Iran. 

Even  more  discouraging  is  the  European  atti¬ 
tude.  When  Foreign  Minister  Shimon  Peres  met 
with  Germany’s  Foreign  Minister  Klaus  Kinkel, 
he  was  told  that  isolating  Iran  would  be  a 
.  mistake.  What  Germany  is  doing,  said  Kinkel, 
is  conducting  a  “constructive  dialogue”  with 
the  Iranians,  in  an  effort  to  moderate  them.  Sncb 
attitude''i&,  common  to  almost  all  European 
government^ 

Rationalizations  for  dealing  with  aggression- 
bent  dictatorial  regimes  have  been  all  too  famil¬ 
iar  in  this  century.  But'far  the  consequences  of 
such  thinking  one  need  go' no  further  than  the 
1980s,‘  when  the  Western  democracies  compet¬ 
ed  with  Eastern  totalitarian  in  helping  Iraq 
acquire  conventional  and  non -conventional 
weapons.  That  these  same  weapons  were  used 
against  Western  soldiers  in  the  Gulf  War  seems 
to  have  been  forgotten.  Nor  does  the  West  seem 
to  realize  what  Saddam  Hussein  could  have 
done  had  Israel  not  destroyed  the  Osirak  reactor 
in  1981. 

Iran  has  set  aside  $30  billion  for  arms  acqui¬ 
sitions  in  the  five  years  beginning  in  1993.  It  is  a 
safe  bet  that,  rhetoric  and  warnings  aside,  no 
country  in  the  world  will  be  able  to  resist  the 
temptation  of  sharing  in  this  pie. 


LETTERS  TO  THE  EDITOR 


NO  INDOCTRINATION 


Sir.  -  With  regard  to  Aryeh  New¬ 
man’s  leuer  of  December  28,  “Ho- 
mosexual  relations,”  I  wish  to  make 
the  following  points: 

It  is  inapt  to  couple  incest  and 
homosexuality  together;  homosex¬ 
ual  orientations  are  a  matter  of  ge¬ 
netics  and  are  often  only  acknowl¬ 
edged  after  a  long  period  of 
emotional  anguish  by  the  persons 
concerned. 

There  is  no  way  someone  can  be 
indoctrinated  into  a  homosexual 
way  of  life.  No  one  would  choose  to 
live  with  the  social  stigma  that  un¬ 
fortunately  exists  today  against  ho¬ 
mosexuals  in  many  parts  of  the 
world,  including  Israel. 


Enlightened  explanations  of  the 
facts  of  homosexuality,  given  within 
the  framework  of  oar  educational 
system,  with  the  aim  of  promoting 
tolerance  and  understanding,  thus 
making  conditions  easier  for  those 
of  our  community  whose  lives  and 
potential  as  human  beings  are  being 
blighted  by  the  ignorance  of  their 
peers,  can  in  no  way  be  described  as 
attempts  to  “indoctrinate.” 

There  are  many  kinds  of  joint 
households,  as  Mr.  Newman  points 
out  What  goes  on  between  consent¬ 
ing  adults  within  the  privacy  of  their 
homes  is  none  of  our  business. 

MRS.  GABRIELE  ISAACS 

Netanya. 


TRUE  HEROES 


INAPPROPRIATE  GIFT 


Sir,  -  There  are  those  in  our  midst 
who,  by  their  conduct,  serve  as  in¬ 
spiration  and  model  for  action. 

The  visible  protest  of  Rabbi  Avi 
Weiss.  Ronn  Torrosian,  and  the  doz¬ 
ens  of  Israeli  victims  of  terror  in 
Oslo  at  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize  pre¬ 
sentation  was  a  voice  of  conscience 
and  morality.  Theirs  was  an  act  that 
reminded  the  world  of  the  victims  of 
Arafat  and  his  “organization,”  a 
group  which  has  continued  to  terror¬ 
ize  and  slaughter  Jews  to  this  day. 
Their  presence  was  a  moral  and  ethi¬ 
cal  decision  that  allowed  Jews  to 
retain  some  respectability  when  fac¬ 
ing  the  world. 


Sir,  -  1  was  surprised  to  see  in 
your  December  14  issue  a  large  pic¬ 
ture  of  Israel’s  police  minister  pre¬ 
senting  an  Israeli-made  Jericho  pis¬ 
tol  to  the  Romanian  interior  minister 
on  the  occasion  of  the  latter’s  visit  to 
the  Police  Ministry.  I  found  it 
strange  and  inappropriate. 


Leaders  such  as  Avi  Weiss  are 
leaders  on  the  merits  of  their  ac¬ 
tions.  Leaden  such  as  Ronn  Torro¬ 
sian  are  leaders  on  the  strength  of 
their  commitment  to  the  Jewish  peo¬ 
ple.  Many  of  our  ‘’leaders”  can 
write  a  check  large  enough  to  elect 
themselves  to  positions  of  power  in 
our  community;  however,  individ¬ 
uals  such  as  Rabbi  Weiss  and  Ronn 
Torrosian  are  the  true  heroes  of  our 
people  today. 


The  State  of  Israel,  its  govern¬ 
ment  and  its  citizens  have  yearned 
for  peace  with  all  our  neighbors  and 
this  has  been  constantly  repeated  in 
every  possible  political  and  diplo¬ 
matic  forum.  Symbolically,  the  offi¬ 
cial  logo  for  Tourism  Year  is  the 
Star  of  David  with  a  peace  dove.  No 
more  war  and  no  more  guns  are 
more  rh?n  mottos;  they  are  the  hope 
and  dream  of  all  of  us. 


Therefore  I  wonder  why  our  po¬ 
lice  minister  chose  a  pistol  as  a 
present.  Wouldn’t  a  menoia,  or  a 
leather-bound  album  of  pictures  of 
Israel,  or  anything  other  than  a  gun 
have  been  a  better  cboice7  Unless, 
of  course,  the  pistol  was  a  sales 
gimmick  for  our  debt-ridden  mili¬ 
tary  industries. 


STOP  THE  KILLING 

Sir,  -  As  one  for  whom  the  saga 
of  Stalingrad  (and  indeed  the  leg¬ 
endary  heroism  of  the  Red  Army  in 
World  War  n)  forms  the  deepest 
layer  of  his  emotional  and  moral 
upbringing,  I  am  deeply  disturbed  to 
see  the  heirs  of  that  army  being 
ordered  to  commit  atrocities  and 
crimes,  for  there  can  be  no  other 
words  to  describe  the  indiscriminate 
killing  of  civilians  in  Grozny  and  its 
destruction  by  incessant  shelling  in 
the  course  of  the  Chechnya  conflict 
I  do  not  know  what  strategic  consid¬ 
erations  lie  behind  these  actions,  but 
they  certainly  constitute  grave  viola¬ 
tions  of  all  international  rules  and 
conventions  dealing  with  human 
rights.  Furthermore,  modem  history 
(and  the  history  of  the  Soviet  Union 
is  an  outstanding  example  thereof) 
shows  that  strategic  aims  achieved 
by  such  means  are  short-lived  and 
sooner  or  later  develop  into  much 
graver  strategic  problems. 

Another  point  to  be  considered  is 
that  a  prolonged  war  in  Chechnya 
might  cause  much  greater  disorders 
and  rifts  than  already  exist  in  Rus¬ 
sia.  In  such  a  chaotic  situation, 
someone  might  be  tempted  to  use 
“restricted”  nuclear  weapons  to 
break  stubborn  resistance.  This 
would  be  a  nightmare  not  only  for 
Chechnya  and  Russia,  but  for  the 
entire  world. 

Therefore,  everything  possible 
must  be  done  to  put  an  immediate 
end  to  ihe  killing  and  destruction 
committed  by  the  Russian  army  in 
Chechnya. 

SHLOMO  YACOBSON 

Kaimiel. 


SCOTT  DAVID  UPPE,  Ml X 
Albany,  New  York 


JULES  NEUMANN 


Savyon. 


SPELLING  MISTAKE 

Sir,  -  1  often  pass  the  parachut¬ 
ists’  monument  between  Gedera  and 
Rehovot  and  every  time,  I  am  irritat¬ 
ed  by  the  spelling  mistake  on  the 
sign,  which  reads  “Parashutist  mon- 
uroenL”  Would  the  responsible  au¬ 
thorities  please  correct  it? 

LOTTYTAL 

Tmorirn. 


A  failure  to  speak  up 


EAGER  supporters  of 

“the  political  process* ’ 
have  suddenly  begun  to 
sound  hesitant  and  confused. 

One  recently  wrote  a  “Requi¬ 
em  for  the  Process.”  Others  have 
talked  about  “complications.” 
Some  have  even  begun  hinting 
that  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize  award 
may  have  been  a  bit  premature. 

There  will  be  fierce  soul- 
searching.  And  at  its  heart,  we 
shall  find  the  “intelligentsia.” 

Where  have  they  been,  and 
how  can  one  explain  their  amaz¬ 
ing  silence,  their  conformism, 
their  timidity? 

Why  did  they,  actively  or  pas¬ 
sively,  go  along  with  the  hasty 
measures  taken  by  shallow  politi¬ 
cians  in  pursuit  of  transient  glo¬ 
ry?  How  could  such  “enlight¬ 
ened”  people  abandon  the 
essential  role  of  the  intelligentsia 
in  society  and  not  protest  against 
the  stupid,  dangerous  path  taken 
by  lying  leaders  who  were  wrong 
and  misled  others? 

Why  have  so  many  of  this  so- 
called  elite  followed  the  herd, 
pursuing  “political,  correctness” 
instead  of  the  truth? 

In  the  future,  people  will  ask 
how  renowned  experts  in  presti¬ 
gious  '  strategic  research  institutes 
could  endorse  a  security  strategy 
that  retied  on  the  other  side's  sap- 
posed  intentions  and  not  on  its 
known  capabilities?  Wasn’t  it  evi¬ 
dent  that  if  those  intentions 
changed,  Israel  would  stand  ex¬ 
posed  and  vulnerable? 

Why  did  the  intelligentsia  act 
deaf  during  a  process  which 
meant  the  state’s  reduction  to 
“Auschwitz”  borders,  without 
any  possibility  of  credible 
deterrence? 

Why  didn’t  the  economics  pro¬ 
fessors  cry  out,  against  the  politi¬ 
cians,  that  defense  expenditures 
(or  reserve  duty)  simply  couldn’t 
be  cut?  After  all,  it  was  clear  that 
the  length  of  tbe  new  borders, 
winding  alongside  the  very 
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fringes  of  Israel’s  urban  metropo¬ 
lis,  and  the  topographic  inferior¬ 
ity  that  exposed  it  to  absolute 
Arab  control,  would  necessitate  a 
huge  increase  in  defense  spend¬ 
ing. 

What  became  of  all  the  Middle 
East  experts?  They  should,  loud¬ 
ly  and  dearly,  have  demolished 
that  dangerous  delusion  called  “a 


History  will  ask: 
Where  were  the 
‘intelligentsia’ 
during  a  process 
that  defied  belief? 


New  Middle  East with  its  vain 
promises  of  economic  prosperity 
amid  regional  harmony. 

How  to  explain  their  failure  to 
speak  up  when  today’s  Middle 
East  is  dominated  by  rising  Is¬ 
lamic  fundamentalism,  fed  by  ha¬ 
tred  of  Israel,  and  the  unprece¬ 
dented  arms  ra^e? 

WHY  DIDN’T  the  Israeli  experts 
join  in  tbe  loud  chorus  about  the 
global  battle  cultures  taking 
place  between  Islam  and  Western 
liberalism,  a  struggle  as  powerful 
as  tbe  one  against  Communism 
and  Nazism? 

And  why  didn’t  tbe  political 
scientists  point  out  the  contradic¬ 
tion  inherent  in  granting  autono¬ 
my  (limited  authority)  in  re¬ 
sponse  to  the  demand  for 
sovereignty  (unlimited  authority) 
from  a  group  (the  Palestinian  en¬ 
tity)  denying  tire  very  basis  of  the 
suzerainty  of  the  body  (the  Israeli 
administration)  supposed  to 
grant  it  that  limited  authority? 

Didn't  they  foresee  the  dashes 
between  IDF  soldiers  and  trained 
and  organized  Palestinian  mili- 


The  writer  is  a  political  science 
lecturer  at  Tel  Aviv  University. 


Harsh  lesson  from  the  past 


GREAT  Powers  have  a 
way  of  supporting  each 
other,  hiding  their  mutu¬ 
al  interests  behind  the  smoke¬ 
screen  of  skillful  propaganda. 
Self-interest  has  traditionally 
dominated  national  strategy  and 
relentlessly  continues  to  do  so. 

The  Chechens’  stand  against 
oppression  and  their  desire  for 
independence  recalls  the  tragic 
Polish  struggle  against  the  over¬ 
whelmingly  stronger  Russian 
Empire  in  1863,  the  third  and  last 
of  the  major  Polish  uprisings 
against  Czarist  rule. 

Like  the  Poles  of  120  years  ago, 
the  Chechens  are  making  a  des¬ 
perate  stand  in  the  face  of  Rus¬ 
sian  ruthlessness  and  the  West’s 
total  indifference  to  “a  purely  in¬ 
ternal  Russian  affair.” 

The  Polish  uprising  of  January, 
1863,  came  in  response  to  the 
bronka  -  forcible  conscription  of 
Polish  youth  into  the  20-year  mil¬ 
itary  service  of  a  Russian  army 
known  for  Its  terrifying  disci¬ 
pline.  The  Poles  declared  they 
were  fighting  in  the  name  of  liber¬ 
ty,  equality  and  independence. 

The  Czar  ordered  a  brutal  sup¬ 
pression  of  the  insurrection. 

Western  intellectuals  and  liber¬ 
als  uniformly  supported  Polish 
aims.  Sympathetic  Western  cor¬ 
respondents  stationed  in  Eastern 
Europe  and  Russia  vividly  de¬ 
scribed  battles  in  which  poorly 
armed  Poles  successfully  chal¬ 
lenged  the  massive  forces  of  Rus¬ 
sian  infantry  and  artillery.  Rus¬ 
sian  officers  and  soldiers,  they 
said,  frequently  detested  their 
bloody  tasks. 

A  few  Russian  intellectuals 
braved  their  censors  and  support¬ 
ed  the  Poles,  and  a  number  of 
foreign  TOlunteers^tned^ &e,PoIr_ 
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ish  forces. 

But  Western  governments 
jost  wanted  the  suppression  to  be 
carried  out  as  quickly  and  effi¬ 
ciently  as  possible.  Everything, 
they  politely  suggested,  should  be 
done  in  the  name  of  law  and  or¬ 
der. 

Czarist  propaganda  described 
the  Polish  liberals  as  “thieves  and 


The  Chechens’ 
desperate  stand 
recalls  another 
earlier  struggle 


IT  WAS  asked  at  the  time  why 
Russia  allowed  Finland  (annexed 
from  Sweden  in  2809)  almost 
complete  autonomy,  but  had  re¬ 
solved  to  torn  Poland  into  anoth¬ 
er  Russian  province. 

■The  answer  was  simple;  Poland 
was  a  bridge  to.  Europe,  particu¬ 
larly  to  Germany. 

Similar  strategic  considerations 
apply  to  Chechnya,  which  is  a 
Russian  bridge  to  the  .  south.  In¬ 
deed,  to  increase  the  Soviet 
sphere  of  influence  in  the  south 
after  World  War  H,  Statin  reset¬ 
tled  the  whole  Chechen  nation  in 
Kazakhstan.  The  Chechens  slow¬ 
ly  .returned  to  their  former  hnnrn»s 
only  after  Stalin’s  death  in  1953. 


murderers. ’’Russia’s  General 
Muravyev,  known  as  “The  Hang¬ 
man,”  subjected  tbe  insnrgents, 
whom  he  described  as  tire  “scum 
of  the  earth,”  to  a  cruel  reign  of 
terror.  (Today’s  Russian  leaders 
describe  the  Chechen  rebels  as 
“mafia.”) 

Following  Russia’s  total  vic¬ 
tory,  tens  of  thousands  of  Poles 
were  murdered  or  deported  in 
chains  to  Siberia.  Hie  leaders  of 
tbe  uprising  were  banged,  others 
sentenced  to  a  life  of  hard  labor 
in  Russian  mines.  They  were  nev¬ 
er  pardoned. 

Poland  was  subjected  to  com¬ 
plete  Russification.  The  words 
“Polish”  and  “Poland”  were  de¬ 
leted  from  tire  Russian  dictionary 
and  forbidden. 

Whole  Polish  estates  were  tak¬ 
en  over  by  Russian  veterans. 
Russian  soldiers  robbed  and  mur¬ 
dered  innocent  civilians  and  car¬ 
ried  out  a  pogrom  in  the  Warsaw 
juburbof  Etaea..  ...  _ _ 


Just  as  Czarist  Russia  was 
afraid  that  the  Polish  uprising 
would  inspire  other  minorities, 
such  as  tiie  Ukrainians,  to  em¬ 
bark  on  a  straggle  for  freedom,  so 
today  Russia  is  afraid  of  the  Che¬ 
chen  revolt’s  impact  on  the  other 
republics. 


After  the  collapse  of  the  for¬ 
mer  Soviet  Union,  ■  the  Chechens 
enjoyed  a  degree  of  freedom. 
They  thought  that,  like  other  for-  : 
mer  Soviet  republics,  they  could 
be  independent  But  they  were 
naive,  to  believe  that  Russia 
would  hand  them  the  bridge  to 
the  Caucasus. 

The  Chechens  are  Moslems,' 
and  may  also  have-  believed  -tile 
Moslem  world  would  aid  tiipm 

But  it  seems  the  Moslem  world  is 

reluctant  to  jeopardize  -  its  rela-  '• 

twns  with  Russia.  Like  the  .Poles- 
in  1863,  fife  Chechens  are  learn¬ 
ing  that  outside  help  can’t  always 
be  relied  upon. 


Soul 

food 
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Wa 


HATS  tte  most  impor¬ 
tant  ingredient  in  a  re¬ 
lationship  between  a 


tias  with  different  loyalties  and 
owing  allegiance  to  different 
command  structures  from  the 
IDF,  which  was  meant  to  be  “re¬ 
sponsible  for  external  security”  in 
areas  where  those  militias  were 
“responsible  for  internal 
security”? 

-Why  didn't  historians  warn 
loudly  about  the  illusion  of  de¬ 
militarization?  Why  didn't  they 
show  that  A»mflitanWnn  agree¬ 
ments  have  not  only  faffed  to  pre¬ 
vent  violent  clashes  between 
armed  forces,  bat  have  also 
sometimes  led  to  the  bitterest 
wars  in  human  history? 

Why  didn’t  they  force  the  poli¬ 
ticians  to  answer  questions  tike: 
“If  a  demilitarized  Palestinian  en¬ 
tity  is  set  up  on  the  mountain 
ridge  dominating  the  coastal 
plain,  who  will  be  responsible  for 
defending  it  from  external 
threats,  since  it  won’t  be  able  to 
do  it  by  itself?" 

Or:  “Will  IDF  soldiers  be 
asked  to  risk  their  lives  for  a  for¬ 
eign  regime?”  On  “Gan  the  Pal¬ 
estinian  entity  sign  defense  agree¬ 
ments  with  countries  in  the 
region  which  would,  for  example, 
allow  an  Iraqi  or  Iranian  expedi¬ 
tionary  force  to  be  stationed  an- 
tiie  rocky  slopes  over  Peiah  TDcva 
or  the  approach  io  Rosh 
Ha’ayin?” 

Why  did  so  many  geographers, 
geologists  and  hydrologists  re¬ 
main  silent  instead  of  protesting 
loudly  against  yielding  Israel's 
water  supply  to  Yasser  Arafat’s 
men  or,  worse,  their  successors, 
the  disciples  of  the  jihad-preach¬ 
ing  ayatollahs? 

The  questions  pile  up.  But 
when  it  becomes  clear  that  there 
are  no  answers,  the  questions  will 
become  accusations,  indicting 
both  those  who  worked  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  squalid  “process”  and 
those  who  did  nothing  to  stop  ft. 


man  and  a  woman? 

A'  friend  of  rnine  came  np  wuh_ 
one  of  the  best  answers  I’ve  ever" 
beard,  one  her  grandmother 
passed  on  to  her. 

“It’s  consideration,”  she  said. 

As  her  grandmother  explained', 
it  to  her,  consideration  meant 
caring  about  the  other  person  and 
being  there  for  them.  After  all, 
her  grandmother  bad  said,  life 
wasn’t  all  good  times. 

I  was  struck  by  the  trueness  of 
this  bit  of  simple  philosophy.  -  , 

Consideration  should  be  at  the ; 
base  of  all  dose  relationships,  but- 
it’s  especially  important  between 
spouses.  Paraphrasing  grandmd, 
life  is  long  and  it’s  not  all  good 
parts.  ' 

The  same  woman  who  shared 
this  philosophy  explained  that ' 
when  she  first  met  her  husband,  ; 
there  was  no  blinding  flash,  no  ! 
h eat  and  light 

“I  was  just  struck  by  how  nice 
be  was,  how  easy  he  was  to  be 
with,”  she  said. 

They  fell  in  love  over  time,  but  , 
she  liked  the  person  he  was  from  . 
tbe  beginning. 

There  is  a  lot  of  wisdom  here,  • 
too.  A  lot  of  people  think  if 


Grandma  had  it  right.  :J, 
Consideration  is  ^ 
what  counts 


they’re  not  immediately  swept  - 
away,  if  there  is  no  instant  chem¬ 
istry,  foen  there  can  be  no  great 
love. 


How  people  foil  in  love  can  be 
as  different  as  the  people  who  do 
die  foiling,  bat  it  needn’t  be  mer¬ 
curial  to  be  true.  And,  in  ihe  end, 
a  lifetime  of  warmth  is  what 
counts.  Heat  and  light  can.  fade, 
but  caring  and-  go 

-OiL -feeding  fee  soul  of  a  relation¬ 
ship  even  years  later. 


“Even  when  1  first  met  my  hus¬ 
band,  ]  could  picture  growing  old 
with  him,”  tiie  same  friend  said. 

I  knew  immediately  what  she 
meant  I  remember  watching  my 
own  husband  playing  with  some¬ 
one  else’s  toddler,  and  thinking 
what  a  wonderful  father  he  would 
make.  It’s  this  ability  to  project 
what  a  person  will  be  tike  years 
later,  or  in  the  most  important 
role  you  could  choose  for  him  or 
her,  that  tells  you  respect  and ! 
liking  are  there  as  well  as  love. 


THIS  IS  a  tricky  world  we  live  in  rv 
for  a  gentle  land  of  love.  r.*< 


Lust  is  so  often  offered  up  in-  '  r‘. 
stead,  as  if  urgency  were  the  ODty  L 
standard  by  which  to  judge  the . 
depth  of  one’s  feelings.  It’s  a  ... 
world  in  which,  old-fashioned  val- 
ues  of  kindness  and  consideration  •- 
need  rekindling.  r  t 


But  as  my  friend  spoke  about  ^ 
the  importance  of  consideration '  , 
at  a  lunch  we  were  having,  J  saw  a ' 
few  women  around  the  table  lean  - 
forward,  as  if  they  were  listening  , 
not  just  with  ,  their  ears,  but  with  ;  i 
their  hearts.  To' have  that  kind  of-*-., 
love  is  like  being  embraced  for  a  1 
lifetime,  protected  from  the”' 
worst,  life  has  to  offer  by  the  de-  '■ 
votion  of  one’s  mate.  * " 


It  reminded  me  of  something 
my  mother  said  right  after  my  *  j  - 
fattier  died:  ^ 

“Who  will  tell  me  I’m  pretty 
anymore?”  she  asked  me,  “Even 
the  day  before  he  died,  he  looked  "■ 
at  me  and  told  me  how  beautiful  '  *  * 
my  hair  was.”  .  •  * 

My  dad  had  still  seen  her  as  his  _  _ 
pretty  wife,  had; stifl  been  consid- " 
erate  enough  to  pay  her  a  compti-  { 
meat,  to  wantherto  bask  in  his  « 
praise.  '  '  '•  t 

Consideration  may '  very  well  \ 

be  die  key  io  love'  that  nurtures,  *1  ;  ■ 
and  Icrve  that  iasts.  Whm  people  - 
can  share  that  kind  q£  I6yei  .it  3  *  ■ 
gives  them,  the  strength  - 

ihrougb'life.  -  -  ■ 

_~I.  thought  .of  aabthej  friend  | 
who  earlier  in  the  week  had  been -a  1- 
up  most  of  the  n&ht  with'.a  ski'^T 
.chflcL  That  morning,  her  hisbawf^-f ' 
was  picking.  np  her  Smother,  froxtt  Si  l 
the  hospital,  after  a  brief  illness. 

She  mentioned  that’  her  hUsbantfSlg 
and  her  mother  didn’t -get  on  -v^  B  l7  ; 
well,  but .  there .  was.  no  questjcatfi'J  ’ 
that  her  husband  wqnJd  takeTter^^t 
mother  home,  would  take  caceJ«ra^' 
her.  He  would  do  it  because - 
loved  his  wife,  out  of  coosteSlr 
ation  for  her. .  . 

&  seems  like  the  best 
love  to  me.  .  -  *  .fcwi  v 
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scholar  chops 
her  way  past 
old  barriers 


Talmud  professor  Tirzah  Meacham 
...  is  a  study  in  determination. 
Michael  Gordon  reports  on  her  struggle 
to  break  into  a  largely  male  preserve 


THE  path  for  Talmtid  scholars  is 
usually  long  and  challenging.  Tir¬ 
zah  Meacham  found  an  even 
longer  route  that  took  her  through  con¬ 
cision  to  Judaism,,  a  premed  program 
even  karate  lessons. 

Then  there  was  the  challenge  -  here 
to  a  system  that  excluded  women  from 
Talmud  studies,  even  in  universities. 

Now,  two  decades  later,  she  is  a  pro¬ 
fessor  of  Talmud,  has  lectured  at  presti¬ 
gious  international  conferences  on  Ju¬ 
daic  studies  and  is  about  to  publish  her 
first  book. 

A  professor  at  the  University  of  To¬ 
ronto,  Meacham  is  the  author  of  Laws 
of  Puberty ;  a  new  edition  of  a  10th- 
century  text  on  the  commandments 
which  take  effect  when  a  person 
reaches  adolescence;  it  is  to  be'  pub¬ 
lished  next  month.  She  is  working  on 
other  books  dealing  with  the  laws  of 
ritual  purity. 

Her  accomplishments  started  when 
she  became  the  first  woman  to  earn  a 
doctorate  in  Talmud  from  the  Hebrew 
University  and  one  of  only  three  wom¬ 
en  worldwide  to  hold  a  PhD  in  the  field. 
She  later  earned  recognition  for  her 
work  with  an  invitation  to  lecture  at  the 
World  Congress  of  Jewish  Studies,  held 
every  four  years  in  Jerusalem;  she  ad¬ 
dressed  the  academic  congress  in  1989 
and  1993. 

Meacham's  achievement  is  the.cuhnir 
nation  of  a  long  struggle  in  a  field  that 
was  the  nearly  exclusive  realm  of  males. 
This  deeply  entrenched  practice  found 
dear  expression  hot  onfy  at  yeshivot, 
.but  at  university  Talmud  departments 
*  4ihe  world  over.  Nearly  aU  Talmud  lec- 


-  hirers  had  yeshiva  educations,  and 
there  was  an  unspoken  policy  of  accept¬ 
ing  students  with  similar  backgrounds  - 
meaning  only  males. 

“I  am  acquainted  with  several  wom¬ 
en  older  than  myself  who  were  accepted 
as  Talmud  students,”  says  Meacham, 
45.  “Once  they  realized  that  the  door  to 
a  degree  would  be  closed  to  them,  they 
switched  fields.” 

Prompting  Meacham  to  buck  the 
odds  was  a  personal  blend  of  feminism 
and  Jewish  self-expression.  “At  an  ear¬ 
ly  age  I  learned  not  to  trust  what  males 
say  about  females,”  she  says. 

The  Jewish  thrust  came  years  later. 
After  three  years  at  the  University  of 
Wisconsin,  first  as  a  premedical  student 
and  then  as  a  philosophy  major,  she 
converted  to  Judaism,  came  to  Israel 
and  spent  six  months  on  a  religious 
kibbutz.  This  was  followed  by  a  one- 
year  course  at  the  Hebrew  University, 
with  emphasis  in  Jewish  education. 
Stimulated  by  the  pervasive  spiritual 
atmosphere  of  Jerusalem,  Meacham 
became  curious  about  the  position  of 
women  in  Jewish  tradition.  And  the 
only  place  to  learn  that,  she  realized, 
was  the  Talmud  -  an  area  in  which  she 
had  no  background. 

It  was  during  this  year  that  Meacham 
became  friendly  with  her  future  hus¬ 
band,  Harry  Fox.  He  gave  her  practical 
tips  for  getting  into  the  university’s  Tal¬ 
mud  department,  in  which  he  himself 
was  enrolled:  Take  courses  on  the  his¬ 
tory  of  the  Second  Temple  and  prepara¬ 
tory  courses  in  Talmud.  At  the  same 
time,  she  was  one  of  the  first  women  in 
Jerusalem  to  study  karate  intensively; 


Meacham:  At  an  early  age  1  learned  not  to  trust  what  males  say 
about  females.  (Brian  Hemflcrl 


she  continued  until  her  first  pregnancy. 

After  graduating  from  the  University 
of  Wisconsin  in  1973,  she  was  accepted 
as  a  “provisional”  MA  student  in  the 
Hebrew  University's  Talmud  Depart¬ 
ment.  “Although  a  seminar  paper  that  I 
wrote  the  following  year  on  sacrificial 
guilt  offerings  received  a  high  grade, 
they  wanted  my  status  to  remain 
‘provisional.’ 

“It’s  not  often  that  I  shout  at  people, 
especially  those  I  admire,”  says  the 


soft-spoken  Meacham.  “but,  in  this 
case,  I  just  stood  there  and  shouted  at 
the  department  head,  until  he  relented 
and  consented  to  admit  me  as  a  regular 
student.” 

At  times,  the  sex  discrimination  she 
encountered  was  overt.  One  professor 
told  her  that  be  would  not  test  her,  and 
the  university  declined  to  intervene. 

Her  studies  proceeded  smoothly,  but 
there  were  still  snags.  She  heard  rumors 
that  she  was  to  receive  a  prize  for  her 


MA  thesis,  “but  apparently  it  was  felt 
that  having  a  female  recipient  would 
prove  embarrassing  for  the  sponsoring 
family,  especially  since  the  award  en¬ 
tailed"  delivery  of  a  public  lecture.  So 
instead,  I  was  awarded  a  prize  that 
could  be  presented  at  a  private  ceremo¬ 
ny,  the  Urbach  Prize.” 

Perhaps  this  was  appropriate,  since 
Prof.  Ephraim  Urbach,  who  died  in 
1991  and  in  whose  memory  the  prize 
was  established,  advised  Meacham  on 
her  MA  and  Ph.D  theses  and  was  the 
person  who  had  offered  her  the  most 
help  and  support  throughout  her 
studies. 

In  1974,  Meacham  married  Fox.  also 
a  University  of  Toronto  professor  and 
holder  of  an  HU  doctorate  in  Talmud. 
One  of  their  three  children.  Tzemab. 
was  the  Diaspora  champion  in  the  1994 
Bible  Quiz  in  Jerusalem. 

TALMUD  WAS  a  difficult  Field  tor  a 
woman  to  break  into,  but  the  area  of 
Meacham's  specialization  -  ritual  purity 
-  was  especially  problematic.  "Some 
scholars,"  she  says,  “tend  to  familiarize 
themselves  with  limited  sections  of  the 
Mishna  where  halachic  rulings  on  ritual 
purity  are  concentrated,  while  devoting 
little  attention  to  the  rest  of  the  codified 
material  on  this  issue. 

“Besides,"  Meacham  adds,  "men 
seem  to  shy  instinctively  from  this 
topic.” 

Ritual  purity  was  a  natural  topic  for 
someone  setting  out  to  clarify  women's 
place  in  Judaism.  Reinforcing  her  at¬ 
traction  to  it  was  her  predilection  for 
biology  and  medicine.  "The  Talmud  is 
laden  with  gynecological  and  obstetri¬ 
cal  issues." 

For  example,  the  Sages  attempt  to 
determine  which  stage  of  pregnancy 
must  be  reached  for  a  miscarriage  to 
constitute  a  “birth."  Meacham's  pre¬ 
med  studies,  as  well  as  two  years  of 
work  in  the  field  of  cryobiology  (the 
effect  of  freezing  on  living  tissues),  pro¬ 
vided  solid  background  for  dealing  with 
the  issue. 

Another  attraction  for  her  was  that, 
with  good  research,  rabbinical  altitudes 
could  be  assessed  accurately.  "After 
all,”  Meacham  explains,  "it  would  be 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  schema¬ 
tize  the  Sages’  attitude  toward  diseases 
that  have  either  vanished  or  become 
rare.  By  contrast,  female  anatomy  and 
birth  have  remained  unchanged. 

“The  scholar’s  job  is  further  facilitat¬ 
ed  by  the  Rabbis' ...  knack  for  meticu¬ 
lous  detail.” 

She  has  found  evidence  that  the  opin¬ 
ions  of  contemporary  -  male  -  physi¬ 
cians  and  thinkers  influenced  Talmudic 
rulings. 

Pliny  the  Elder,  for  example, 
claimed  that  menstrual  discharge  exer¬ 


cised  a  malignant  influence  over  all 
nearby  objects,  and  the  very  glance  of  a 
woman  during  her  period  would  “dim 
mirrors,  blunt  knives,  kill  bees  and 
cause  brass  and  iron  to  rust  and  to  emit 
an  offensive  odor." 

it  was  also  believed  that  intercourse 
with  a  menstruating  woman  would 
make  a  man  sick  and,  if  the  union 
proved  fertile,  would  produce  feeble  or 
insane  children.  Similar  ideas  are  scat¬ 
tered  throughout  Talmudic  literature. 

Meacham  disagrees  with  feminists 
who  say  laws  of  ritual  purity  are  puni¬ 
tive.  Males  too.  she  points  out.  remain 
impure  after  ejaculating  semen,  albeit 
for  one  day  only.  She  believes  that  the 
biblical  seven-day  period  of  impurity 
for  women  was  based  on  the  model  of 
death  impurity. 

Her  book.  Laws  of  Puberty,  pub¬ 
lished  by  Yad  Harav  Nissim.  takes  the 
original  Gaonic  work  dealing  with  laws 
of  marriage,  divorce,  gifts,  property 
transfer,  vows,  the  obligation  to  ob¬ 
serve  mitzvot  and  other  areas. 

The  professor  has  also  prepared  a 
critical  edition  on  Mishna  Nidda.  to  be 
published  in  1995.  She  is  also  working 
on  a  critical  edition  of  Tractate  Nidda 
from  the  Jerusalem  Talmud  and  a  book 
about  rabbinic  views  on  gynecological 
and  obstetrical  issues. 

MEACHAM  HOPES  her  experience 
has  opened  the  door  to  women.  A  few 
are  studying  in  the  Talmud  Department 
at  the  Hebrew  University,  and  one 
woman  teaches  Talmud  in  that  universi¬ 
ty's  preparatory  courses. 

The  pas!  century  has  brought  signifi¬ 
cant  progress  in  Jewish  education  for 
women,  especially  with  the  recent  in¬ 
troduction  of  programs  in  high  schools, 
universities  and  other  institutions. 

However,  “most  Jewish  women  are 
still  not  given  exposure  to  Talmud.  At 
schools  where  Talmud  is  taught  to 
women,  the  entrance  requirements  and 
the  general  level  are  ...  lower  than  at 
institutions  for  men.” 

There  are  precedents  for  -  and  “no 
real  halachic  obstacle  in  the  way  of’  - 
educating  Jewish  women,  she  says. 
There  is  evidence  that  wealthy  people 
in  Tannaic  times,  including  rabbis,  edu¬ 
cated  their  daughters. 

Jewish  cultural  history  took  a  turn  in 
the  other  direction,  because  men  be¬ 
lieved  they  were  intellectually  superior 
to  women. 

“An  entire  mythology  has  evolved 
about  women  not  being  capable  of 
learning  Talmud.  It  is  time  for  this  to 
end,  because  if  anything,  the  opposite  is 
true:  modern  theories  of  learning  claim 
that  women  are  better  than  men  in 
drawing  conclusions  from  a  series  of 
examples  -  a  common  situation  in  the 
Talmud.*' 


In  the  ‘New  Jerusalem,’  Filipinos  await  the  Messiah 


;  •  ALISTAIR  MCINTOSH 
MOUNT  BANAHAO,  Philippines 


POPE  John  Paul  H  could 
find  himself  upstaged  when  ■ 
he  visits  the  Philippines  to¬ 
morrow,  as  Jesus  Christ  himself  is 
expected  here  ,  at  any  moment. 

And  while  the  bead  of  the  Ro¬ 
man  Catholic  Church  confines 
himself  to  Manila,  the  Son  of 
God  will  head  for .  Mq'unt 
Banahao. 

“This  is  the  New  Jerusalem,” 
said  Romy  Aguilar,  a  gentle,  and 
sincere  36-year-old  who  has  lived 
on  the  mountain  for  16  years 
since  first  coming  here  to  be 
cured  by  its  healing  waters. 

He  and  thousands  of  others 
who  either  live  on  Banahao  or 
visit  regularly  are  convinced  the 
mountain  is  sacred  and  that  the 
Messiah  will  return  here  in  tri¬ 
umph  at- any  moment; 

The  Philippines,  the  pope’s 
first  stop  on  a  four-nation  tour,  is 
Asia's  only  mainly  Catholic  coun- 
try  and  a  tolerant  host  to  a  whole 
'range  of  spiritual  beliefs. 

A  British  periodical  of  the  oc¬ 
cult  once  said  the  Philippines  has 
the  world’s  highest  rale  of  spiritu¬ 
al  phenomena.  Filipinos  discuss 
such  matters  with  as  much  appar¬ 
ent  ease  as  people  in  other  coun¬ 
tries  talk  of  the  weather. 

Newspapers  report  apparitions 
of  the  Virgin  Mary  with  no  trace 
of  skepticism,  fortune  tellers  and 
hawkers  of  magic  charms  haunt 

church  precincts  and  there  is 

widespread  popular  belief  in  spr¬ 
its  called  “duende,"  or  mischie¬ 
vous  dwarfs.  . 

Banahao  is  home  to  several 


sects  with  beliefs  ranging  from 
Catholicism  strongly  tinged  with 
mysticism  to  bizarre  distortions 
■  of  Christianity  featuring  magical 
crosses  and  exotic  symbols,  such 
as  a  single  eye. 

And  then  it  gets  really  strange. 

The  Rizalistas,  for  example, 
believe  that  Jesus  Christ  and  the 
Philippine  national  hero,  Jose  Ri- 
zal,  were  one  and  the  same.  They 
say  this  was  revealed  to  the  sect’s 
founder,  a  young  woman  who 
was  being  crucified  at  the  time. 

Crucifixions  are  something  of  a 
national  pastime,  with  dozens  of 
people  volunteering  every  Easter 
all  over  the  country  to  reenact 
Christ's  execution. 

The  Rizalistas  have  a  temple  at 
the  foot  of  the  2.177  meter  Bana¬ 
hao.,  80  km  east  of  Manila.  The 
congregation  faces  in  one  direc¬ 
tion  to  pray  to  Jesus  and  then 
turns  the  other  way  to  worship 
RizaL  a  doctor  of  medicine  and 
revolutionary  shot  by  the  Spanish 
colonial  government  in  1896. 

They  show  visitors  a  prized  rel¬ 
ic  -  a  piece  of  paper  with  scrawl¬ 
ing?  said  to  be  done  by  Jesus 
Qirist  when  he  was  a  child.  They 
have  been  made  by  what  looks 
remarkably  like  a  ballpoint  pen. 

FATHER  JAIME  Bulataw,  a  Je¬ 
suit  priest,  psychologist,  author 
and  believer  in  duende,  suggests 
one  reason  Filipinos  are  willing  to 
accept  beliefs  others  may  scorn  is 
that  their  country  has  never  un¬ 
dergone  an  industrial  revolution. 

The  country  of  65  million  peo- 


Sorcerers,  faith  healers  work 
in  the  shadow  of  the  Church 

EVERY  day  thousands  of  been  disastrous.  In  May  1967.  a 
Filipino  Catholics  file  into  baylan  named  Valentin  de  los 
Manila's  baroque.  16th-  Santos  led  hundreds  of  followers 


A  Filipino  faith  healer  exorcises  a  mentally  ill  devotee  in  a  Mount  Banahao  waterfall.  iRruim 


pie  has  escaped  the  materialism 
that  afflicts  developed  countries 
and  the  strictly  logical  patterns  of 
thought  that  accompany  it,  be 
said. 

Catholicism,  which  arrived 
here  with  the  Spanish  400  years 
ago,  has  also  been  grafted  on  cop 
of  a  much  older,  animist  tradition 


with  a  lively  belief  in  spirits. 

“A  typical  Filipino  is  at  home 
in  either  set  of  beliefs,”  Bulataw 
said. 

Aguilar  said  he  has  seen  hun¬ 
dreds  of  miraculous  cures  by  the 
river,  including  that  of  an  AIDS 
victim  from  India. 

“Everything  can  be  cured 


here,  especially  cancer.”  but 
without  faith  in  God.  nothing  is 
possible,  he  said.  (Reuter} 


EVERY  day  thousands  of 
Filipino  Catholics  file  into 
Manila's  baroque,  16th- 
century  Quiapo  Church  for  wor¬ 
ship  and  prayer.  Beside  the 
church,  vendors  sell  magic  po¬ 
tions  and  amulets  along  with 
rosaries. 

Local  folklore  is  rich  in  "ku- 
lam,”  or  black  magic.  Many  Fili¬ 
pinos  see  nothing  wrong  in  vener¬ 
ating  Catholic  saints,  reciting  the 
rosary  and  then  consulting  an  or¬ 
acle  to  drive  away  evil  spirits. 

Officially,  the  Church  frowns 
on  such  practices,  but  makes  no 
attempt,  for  example,  to  expel 
the  vendors  from  the  Quiapo 
Church.  They  do  a  brisk  business 
selling  amulets,  ''mystical'' 
chants  and  potions  to  cure  illness 
and  drive  away  evil  spirits. 

Ironically,  one  of  the  most 
popular  potions  promises  to  reg¬ 
ulate  menstruation,  but  it  is  often 
used  by  poor  Filipino  women  to 
stimulate  abortion. 

The  “baylan.”  or  spiritual  me¬ 
dium,  is  plays  an  important  role. 
These  charismatic  figures  have 
emerged  often  throughout  Philip¬ 
pine  history,  using  a  mixture  of 
Catholicism,  animism  and  folk 
beliefs  to  build  a  following. 
Sometimes,  the  results  have 


been  disastrous.  In  May  1967,  a 
baylan  named  Valentin  de  los 
Santos  led  hundreds  of  followers 
on  a  mass  march  to  Manila  to 
overthrow  the  government  and 
establish  a  theocratic  stare. 

His  followers,  convinced  of 
their  invulnerability  because  of 
their  amulets,  were  gunned  down 
by  police  and  de  los  Samos  was 
arrested.  At  least  33  people  were 
killed,  and  de  los  Santos  died  in 
jail  soon  afterward. 

The  rich  and  powerful  are  of¬ 
ten  venerated  after  their  death  to 
the  point  of  deification.  Scores  of 
cults  worship  the  late  president 
Ferdinand  Marcos. 

Faith  healers  and  sorcerers 
abound,  especially  in  the  north¬ 
ern  city  of  Baguio,  the  central 
islands  of  Siquijor  and  Panay  and 
in  the  town  of  Binangonan  on  the 
eastern  outskirts  of  Manila. 

Thousands  of  them  gather  an¬ 
nually  during  Easter  Week  in  var¬ 
ious  areas  believed  to  be  inhabit¬ 
ed  by  spirits  -  a  throwback  to  the 
pre-Christian  animist  period. 

Their  big  day  is  the  Saturday 
following  Good  Friday  because, 
tradition  holds.  God  is  dead  and 
Satan  holds  sway  until  the  resur¬ 
rection  on  Easter  Sunday. 

(Associated  Press) 


TO  CONQUER  THE  MOUNTAIN  -  OR  DIE 

The  Life  of  Menachem  Begin 


From  Poland  to  the  Promised  Land,  the  complete  life  story  of  Menachem  Begin  now 
documented  on  home  video,  as  told  by  those  closest  to  this  great  Jewish  leader, 
including  Yitzhak  Shamir  and  Yaakov  Meriden  From  the  underground  to  the 
pinnacle  of  power  and  into  the  mysterious  decade  of  silence,  a  fascinating 


documentary  revealing  the  untold  story  of  one  of  Israel’s  most  intriguing 
personalities.  56  nun. Narrative  in  English.  Biblical  Productions. 

Reg.  Price  NIS  79.00  JP  Price  NIS  69.00 


To*.  The  JP  Video  Collection,  FOB  81,  Jerusalem,  91000  TeL  02-241282 
Please  send  me  To  Conquer  the  Mountain  or  Die: 

Q  VHS-PAL  Q  VHS-NTSC  (N.  America) 

Enclosed  is  my  check  for  NIS  69.00  per  copy,  payable  to  The  Jerusalem  Post  or  credit 
card  details: 

□  Visa  □  Isracard  □  Diners 

□  Please  add  NIS  12.00  for  overseas  airmail  delivery. 

Number  .  .  . _ ! _  _  _  _Em. _ 


TIE  ISRAEL 
K CAMERATA 

•  R  E  H  0  V  0  T  • 

Musical  Director  -  Avner  Biron 

Tickets  Available: 

■  The  Israel  Camcraia 

174  Hem!  sr.  Rchovot  Tel:  08-459052. 
Q8-45930K 

■  Wix  Auditorium.  Wrizmann  InsUruic 
Tel:  08-343207 

■  Lotus  4  Bn  HapoaJim,  Rchovol 
Tel  08-461500 

■  Tel  Aviv  Museum  of  Arts 
Tel:  03-6957361, 6961297 

■  Jerusalem  Theater.  Tel:  02-61001 1 

■  Holon  Theater.  Tel:  03-5037781/2 

■  Neiania,  The  Municipal  Cultural  HaJI 
Tel:  09-603392 


DOUBLE  CONCERT!  SERIES  -  CONCERT  NO.  2 

THE  GREAT  SERIES  -  CONCERT  NO.  4 _ 

Mozart  -  Piano  concerto  K.  453  in  G  major 
R.  Strauss  -  Concertino  for  clarinet  and  bassoon 
Milhaud  -  Symphonies  for  small  orchestra 
Puccini  -  The  Chrysanthemums 

Conductor:  Avner  Biron 
Claude  Frank,  Piano  (U.S.A)  M 

Eli  Haifetz,  Clarinet  f 

Maurizio  Paes,  Bassoon  % 


Rehovot,  Wix  Auditorium 

14/1/95  at  20:30 

Jerusalem  Theater 

special  concert  15/1/95  at  20:30 

Tel- Aviv  Museum  of  Arts 

17/1/95  at  20:30 

Holon  Theater 

18/1/95  at  20:30 

Netania  Cultural  Hall  ;  ****  j, 

19/1/95  at  20:30  is%otn 


JSi'J 

k*r  r 


02-867044 
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15%  olt  lo  Gold- Visa  holders 
at  the  Wif  Auditorium 
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Chechnya  cease-fire  collapses 


GROZNY  (AP)  -  A  temporary 
cease-fire  in  Chechnya  collapsed 
within  hours  yesterday  as  Russian 
and  rebel  forces  pummeled  each 
other  with  artillery  and  machine- 
gun  fire  in  a  desperate  battle  for 
the  city  center. 

The  truce,  announced  by  Mos¬ 
cow  early  yesterday  and  appar¬ 
ently  welcomed  by  the  Chechens, 
was  meant  to  last  48  hours  to  give 
both  sides  a  chance  to  gather 
their  dead  and  wounded  and  al¬ 
low  civilians  to  flee  battle-rav¬ 
aged  Grozny. 

It  proved  only  a  fleeting  pause 
in  the  bloody  fighting  in  the  Che¬ 
chen  capital,  shattered  by  nearly 
a  month  under  siege  including  11 
days  of  a  Russian  ground  attack. 

Sniper  fire  sounded  throughout 
the  informal  truce  and  it  broke 
down  completely  after  four  hours 
when  salvos  of  Russian  artillery 
slammed  into  the  city  center. 
Both  sides  immediately  accused 
the  other  of  violating  it. 

Government  leaders  in  Mos¬ 
cow  and  Grozny  spoke  of  the 
need  for  further  negotiations,  but 
their  remarks  were  overshad¬ 
owed  by  the  resumption  of  fierce 
fighting  and  harsh  statements. 

"Russia  is  sending  in  reserves 
to  annihilate  our  nation.  But  our 
forces  have  fought  well  ...  and  we 
will  be  victorious,”  Col.  Aslan 
Maskhadov,  the  armed  forces 
commander  in  secessionist 
Chechnya,  said  on  Chechen  TV. 

"Our  army  will  fight  to  the  last 
-  we  are  ready  to  die  for  our 
independence  and  our  freedom,” 
he  declared 

In  proposing  the  cease-fire,  the 
Russian  government  had  reiterat¬ 
ed  its  demands  that  the  Chechens 
lay  down  their  arms  and  return 


A  Russian  protester  rings  a  bell  to  attract  attention  as  she  and  a  small  group  of  “Mothers  of  Soldiers”  demonstrate  outside 
the  Defense  Ministry  in  Moscow  to  protest  Russian  army  activities  in  Chechnya.  (AP) 


captured  Russian  soldiers.  But 
the  Chechens  said  they  were 
holding  Russian  prisoners  in  the 
presidential  palace  and  would  not 
release  them. 

The  Russian  news  agency  RIA 
reported  that  Chechen  President 
Dzhokhar  Dudayev  later  yester¬ 
day  welcomed  the  truce  offer  but 
wanted  to  add  several  new 
clauses,  including  opening  corri¬ 
dors  for  food  supplies  and  hu¬ 
manitarian  aid. 

Crucial  aid  for  tens  of  thou¬ 


sands  of  people  who  fled  the 
fighting  in  Chechnya  was  being 
delayed  by  Russian  bureaucrats 
who  have  failed  for  10  days  to 
permit  a  team  of  experts  to  fly  to 
the  area,  the  UN  refugee  agency 
said  in  Geneva. 

Russian  Prime  Minister  Viktor 
Chernomyrdin  re-emphasized 
the  need  for  peaceful  negotia¬ 
tions  to  end  the  crisis,  even  as  his 
government  was  issuing  state¬ 
ments  saying  the  "armed  gangs” 


had  violated  the  truce  from  the 
start 

Russia's  strategy  in  Grozny  is 
not  clear.  The  Russian  army 
clearly  has  the  firepower  to  re¬ 
duce  the  palace  and  the  rest  of 
the  city  to  rubble  and  the  lightly 
armed  Chechens  would  not  be 
able  to  hold  out  for  long. 

But  the  fighting  has  been  see¬ 
sawing  around  the  palace  for  sev¬ 
eral  days  with  the  Chechens  using 
rockets  and  grenades  to  hold  off 
die  Russians.  The  Russian  troops 


Serbs  pledge  to  end  Sarajevo  siege  Floods  sweep  California 


SARAJEVO  (AP)  -  Bosnian 
Serbs  promised  yesterday  to  end 
their  blockade  of  Sarajevo,  lend¬ 
ing  an  upbeat  note  to  a  day  when 
new  fighting  and  diplomatic  con¬ 
flict  threatened  a  lasting  truce. 

The  Serbs,  however,  continued 
to  demand  that  the  government 
army  vacate  key  positions  over¬ 
looking  Sarajevo.  The  unspoken 
threat  was  dear:  Even  if  the 
-Serbs  keep  their  promise,  they 
can  blockade  Sarajevo  anew  un¬ 
less  their  demands  are  met. 

If  the  Serbs  open  roads  linking 
Sarajevo  with  other  government- 
held  territory,  they  would  be 
meeting  some  terms  of  a  planned 
four-month  truce  signed  Decem¬ 
ber  31, 

But  a  Bosnian  Serb  statement 
reiterated  demands  that  govern¬ 
ment  forces,  in  addition  to  vacat¬ 


ing  a  demilitarized  zone  around 
Mount  Igman  southwest  of  Sara¬ 
jevo,  also  withdraw  from  two  lo¬ 
cations  east  of  (he  zone.  The  lat¬ 
ter  demands  are  not  part  of  truce 
conditions. 

"Despite  the  fact  that  the  Mos¬ 
lems  (government  troops)  keep 
refusing  to  withdraw  their  forces 
from  the  illegally  occupied 
ground  on  Ml  Igman  and  ML 
Bjelasnica,  the--  Serbs '  are  never¬ 
theless  going  to  open  np  the 
routes  for  civilian  traffic  in  and 
out  of  Sarajevo  by  the  end  of  the 
week,”  the  statement  said. 

That  would  open  two  roads  - 
one  linking  Sarajevo  to  govern¬ 
ment-held  areas  to  the  south,  the 
other  connecting  the  city  with  Vi- 
soko,  13  miles  to  the  north,  and 
with  areas  in  central  Bosnia. 

The  roads  played  a  vital  role  in 


feeding  Sarajevo’s  280,000  resi¬ 
dents  until  the  Serbs  closed  them 
in  July. 

Serb  forces  made  dear  their 
demands  for  further  government 
withdrawals  stood. 

"We  shall  insist  that  the  Mos¬ 
lems  withdraw  from  the  zones  on 
Mt.  Igman  and  Ml  Bjelasnica  „• 
because  they  would  otherwise  be 
putting  at  risk  the  entire  peace 
process,”  the  statement  said. 

The  four-month  trace  is  de¬ 
signed  to  coo!  tempers  enough  to 
give  permanent  peace  a  chance. 
International  negotiators  want 
new  talks  on  a  plan  that  would 
divide  the  republic  between  Serbs 
and  a  Croat- Moslem  federation. 

The  plan  would  give  49  percent 
of  Bosnia  to  Bosnian  Serbs,  who 
have  captured  70  percent  of  the 
republic  since  April  1992. 


SAN  FRANCISCO,  (Reuter)  -  Rains  brought  misery  to  Californians 
from  the  scenic  wine  country  to  fashionable  Beverly  Hills  yesterday  as 
storms  and  floods  forced  thousands  of  evacuations,  inundated  homes 
and  cut  off  roads. 

More  evacuations  were  expected  from  the  Guemeville  area  of 
northern  California,  where  the  Russian  River  burst  its  banks  after  days 
of  torrential  rain,  flooding  the  town  and  a  wide  surrounding  area. 

Scores  of  homes  were  flooded  and  water-logged  cars  were  aban¬ 
doned  in  the  worst  flooding  in  the  region  in  nine  years. 

In  some  areas,  there  was  water  as  far  as  the  eye  could  see,  broken 
only  by  the  roots  of  houses  and  the  tops  of  trees.  Many  vineyards  were 
submerged  and  Guemeville,  80  kms  north  of  San’  Francisco,  was.  cut 
off.  •• 

About  2,000  people  have  been  evacuated  from  several  areas  of 
northern  California  because  of  the  floods,  emergency  officials  said. 
The  areas  hardest  hit  are  Sonoma  and  Napa  counties,  where  most  of 
California’s  wine  is  produced.  * 

Local  radio  reported  that  a  motorist  died  yesterday  in  Sonoma 
County  when  a  tree  crashed  into  his  vehicle,  the  second  death  related 
to  the  northern  California  storms.  ■  . 

In  southern  California,  the  thud  winter  storm  in  six  days  dosed 
highways,  forced  school  closures,  created  mudslides  and  left  a  fashion¬ 
able  Beverly  Hills  area  without  power. 


Charles’  mistress 
gets  a  divorce 


LONDON  (AP)  -  Prince 
Charles’  very  close  friend,  Camil¬ 
la  Parker  Bowles,  yesterday  an¬ 
nounced  she  and  her  husband 
have  agreed  to  divorce. 

The  announcement  brought  an 
inevitable  flurry  of  speculation 
that  Camilla  Parker  Bowles 
might  one  day  marry  Charles. 
But  the  prince's  spokesman  said 
that  he  and  Princess  Diana,  who 
separated  in  1992,  had  no  plans  to 
divorce. 

Brigadier  Andrew  Parker 
Bowles,  55,  and  his  wife,  47,  are 
parting  by  mutual  consent,  ac¬ 
cording  to  their  joint  statement, 
issued  by  their  attorneys.  The  di¬ 
vorce  becomes  final  this  month. 

According  to  Jonathan  Dimb- 
leby’p  biography,  The  Prince  of 
Wales,  published  last  year  with 
the  authorization  of  the  prince, 
Charles  has  had  three  affairs  with 
her  -  two  after  her  marriage. 

“OF  course  she  is  the  love  of  his 
life;  there  is  no  denying  that  now, 
since  he  has  made  a  clean  breast 
of  it  himself,”  Lord  Charteris, 
former  private  secretary  to 
Queen  Elizabeth  II,  said  in  an 
interview  published  in  the  current 
issue  of  The  Spectator  magazine. 

Charteris  said  the  royal  family 
was  resigned  to  Charles  and  Di¬ 
ana  eventually  divorcing.  "Di¬ 
vorce  will  clear  the  air.  And,  yes, 
of  course  be  will  be  king,”  Char¬ 
teris  said. 

Divorce  would  put  Charles  in 
an  awkward  position  as  head  of 
the  Church  of  England,  which 
does  not  recognize  second 
marriages. 

Lord  St.  John  of  Fawsley.  re¬ 
garded  as  an  expert  on  Britain’s 
constitution,  said  there  was .  no 
reason  why  a  divorce  from  Diana 
would  bar  Charles  from  becom¬ 
ing  king. 

"We’ve  had  divorced  sover¬ 
eigns  before,”  Lord  St.  John  said 
on  BBC  television. 

"Even  if  Prince  Charles'  wished 
to  .marry  . again,,  that  would. JtQL- 


affect  his  rights  of  succession  un¬ 
der  the  Act  of  Settlement,  and  it 
might  create  problems  with  the 
Church  of  England  because  the 
Church  of  England  at  the  mo¬ 
ment  doesn’t  recognize  second 
marriages,  but  it  wouldn’t  affect 
his  constitutional  position  as  head 
of  the  church. 

“So,  it  would  be  constitutional¬ 
ly,  a  non-event.  But  that  of 
course  leaves  aside  the  political 
and  social  repercussions,”  Lord 
Sl  John  said. 

David  Starkey,  a  lecturer  in 
history  at  the  London  School  of 
Economics,  agreed  that  divorce 
would  not  block  Charles’  path  to 
the  throne. 

Starkey  said  it  was  striking  that 
Archbishop  of  Canterbury 
George  Carey  and  Prime  Minis¬ 
ter  John  Major  “have  gone  out  of 
their  way  to  make  it  dear  that  a 
royal  divorce  has  no  impact  at  all 
on  Charles'  accession  and  they 
have  even  implied  -  with  the  bish¬ 
op  of  Sl  Albans  (John  Taylor) 
stating  it  explidtly  -  that  even  a 
royal  remarriage  would  not  be 
indigestible.” 

Parker  Bowles,  a  former  Silver 
Stick  in  Waiting  to  Queen  Eliza¬ 
beth  Q,  married  the  former  Ca¬ 
milla  Shand  in  1973.  They  have 
two  children:  Tom,  20,  and  Lau¬ 
ra,  16. 

Published  reports  claim  that 
Parker  Bowles,  who  retired  iu 
December  as  director  of  the 
army’s  Veterinary  Corps,  also 
had  affairs  outside  the  marriage. 

“Throughout  out  marriage  we 
have  always  tended  to  follow 
rather  different  interests,  but  in 
recent  years  we  have  led  com¬ 
pletely  separate  lives.  We  have 
grown  apart  to  such  an  extent 
that,  with  the  exception  of  our 
children  and  a  lasting  friendship, 
there  is  little  of  common  interest 
between  us,  and  we  have  there¬ 
fore  decided  to  seek  divorce,” 
statement  said. 

_ “As  we  have  no  exuectatkw 


WASHINGTON  (Reuter)  - 
Treasury  Secretary  nominee 
Robert  Rubin  won  swift  confir¬ 
mation  -from  the  Senate  Finance 
Committee  yesterday  only  min¬ 
utes  after  the  panel’s  members 
had  begun  to  question  the  former 
Wall  Street  executive. 

At  the  urging  of  the  panel’s 
chairman.  Senator  Bob  Pack- 
wood,  an  Oregon  Republican, 
Robin  was  confirmed  in  a  unani¬ 
mous  voice  vote  by  the  commit¬ 
tee  after  members  of  both  parties 
praised  him  strongly. 

"The  president  has  chosen 
wisely,”  said  Senator  Alfonse 
D’ Amato,  a  New  York  Republi¬ 
can  who  introduced  Robin  to  the 
panel.  Rubin  is  expected  to  win 
approval  from  the  foil  Senate. 

Rubin,  56,  has  spent  the  last 
two  years  as  head  of  President 
Bill  Clinton's  National  Economic 
CourkaL 

In  his  opening  statement, .  Ru¬ 
bin  offered  to  work  with  the  new 
Republican-controlled  Congress 
in  shaping  economic  policy.  But 
he  set  out  dear  markers  on  what 
he  thought  that  should  entail. 

In  prepared  testimony,  Rubin 
defended  the  administration's 
economic  record  in  its  first  two 


NY  terror 


last  9  months 


reportedly  are  dispirited. 

Massive  Russian  reinforce¬ 
ments  appeared  to  be  pouring 
into  the  region,  indicating  the 
Russian  high  command  was  hold¬ 
ing  back  while  preparing  for  a 
massive  attack. 

In  a  nationwide  poll,  78.9  per¬ 
cent  of  Russians  surveyed  by  the 
International  Sociological  Re¬ 
search  Center  said  the  fighting 
should  be  halted  immediately  and 
Russian  troops  withdrawn. 


NEW  YORK.—  Potential  jurors 
gasped  when  a  judge  told  them  it 
might  take  nine  months  to  decide 
the  case  of  an  blind  Egyptian  cler¬ 
ic  and  11  other  Moslems  charged 
with  plotting  a  series  of  assassina¬ 
tions  and  bombings.  ' 

With  the  jury  pool  out  of  ear¬ 
shot,  a  defense  lawyer  told  US 
District  Judge  Michael  Mnkasey 
that  other  shocks  might  be  in 
store  if  the  jury  isn’t  told  the  case - 
will  involve  controversial  state¬ 
ments  about  Israel,  Islam  and 
other  issues. 

“The  first  time  a  tape  is  played 
where  they  say,  ‘ Let’s  kill  the 
Jews,’  I  don’t  want  the  jurors  in 
this  case  jumping  np  and  saying, 
‘Why  didn’t  you  tell  us  about 
that?”'  defense  lawyer  John  Ja¬ 
cobs  said  during  the  start  of  jury 
selection  Monday.  “I  think  we 
are  hiding  our  heads  in  the  sand 
at  this  point  in  the  case.” 

The  judge  replied,  “TTus  .is  one 
of  the  few  times  in  my  career  that 
I  have  been  accused  of  being  not 
sufficiently  inflammatory-  I  will 
try  to  sprinkle  a  few  more  drops 
of  gasoline  in  it  for  tomorrow,  if 
you’d  like.” 

When  jury  selection  resumed 
yesterday,  Mnkasey  added  a 
mention  of  Israel  in  his  remarks 
to  a  second  group  of  100  jury 
prospects,  and  said  the  indict¬ 


ment  charges  that  the  crimes 
were  allegedly:  carried  oat  by  a 
radical  Islamic  group.  ■ 

The  trial  began  Monday  ,  with 
Mukasey  outlining  the  case  to  100  . 
potential,  jurors,  who  were 
crammed  faro  tire  courtroom  so 
tightly  that  11  had  to  stand.  Sev¬ 
eral  dozen  marshals  lined  the 
courtroom  and  nearby  hallways, 
and  a  bomb-sniffing  dog  wife  its 
own  photo -ID  checked  the 
awitroom..  ..  '  . 

Mnkasey  summarized  the  in¬ 
dictment  as  describing^  conspira¬ 
cy  to  . commit  violent ’acts  “as  a 
way  of  opposing  the  United 
Stales  and  United  States  policy  in 
the  Middle  EasL”  .  .  v 

The  defendants,'  charged  with  “ 
seditious  conspiracy,  are  flocosdd 
of  plotting  the  1993  World  Trade 
Center  blast,  as  well  as  planning 
to  bomb  the  United  Nations  and 
two  tunnels  and  a  bridge  connect¬ 
ing  New  York  City  and  New 
Jersey.  ...  ' 

They  also  are  accused  of  plot-  - 
ting  to  agqawnate  Egyptian  Pres¬ 
ident  Hesni  Mubarak  ,  and  kidnap 
or  kill  US  politicians,  judges  or 
Jewish  leaders.  They  face  life  in 
prison  if  convicted. 

;  Prosecmois  allege  that  Egyp¬ 
tian  Sheikh  Omar  Abdel-Rah- 
Ttum  was  tire  mastermind  of  what 
they  call  "a  war  of  urban  terror- 
jsm  against  the  United  Stares.” 


HAEKSTEP,  Egypt  (AP)  -  A 
military  court  yesterday  -sen¬ 
tenced  two  Moslem  extremists,  to 
death  and.  11  to  prison  terns  in 
the  stabbing  of  Nobel  Prize-win¬ 
ning  novelist  Naguib  Mahfouz. 
Three  defendants  were  acquitted; 

The  defendants,  mostly  beard¬ 
ed  young  men  in .flowing .white 
robes,  .chanted  .defiaht  ftlannc 
slogans  after Judge  Ahmed  Abd¬ 
ullah  read  out  the  sentences  'hi  a 
five-minute  court  session.  • 

Their  families,  who  were  not 
allowed  into  the  courthouse, 
screamed  and  cried  hysterically 
as  they  learned  of.  the  sentences 
at  the  entrance  of  the  Haefcseep 
01311817  barracks  outside  Cairo. 

Women  fainted,  and  many 
tried  to  run  after  the  heavily 


years  in  office  but  acknowledge! 
that  more  needs,  to  be  done. 

“Much  remains  to  be  done  at 
■  this  critical  juncture  if.  our  coun¬ 
try  is  to  prosper*!-’  he  said  “It  is 
crucial  that  the  administration : 
and  Congress  work  together 
effectively." 

He  sounded  a  conciliatory  note 
to  Republicans.  ‘Tam  pragmatic, 
and  I  believe  that  differences  can 
usually  be.  resolved,  not  .always 
.  but  usually,”  he  said. 

“I  also  believe  that  there  are  no 
easy  answers  to  the  significant  is¬ 
sues  of  economic  policy  and  'that ' 
difficult  trade-offs  are  almost  al¬ 
ways  involved.”  _ 

Rubin  suggested  four  princi¬ 
ples  to  guide  economic  policy': 
mamtahiihg  fiscal  discipline,  pro¬ 
moting  productivity,  supporting 
international  cooperation  and 
modernizing  financial  markets. 

“Tax  cuts  or  spending  pro¬ 
grams  must  be  paid  for,  and  we 
must  sustain  our  efforts  to  contin¬ 
ue  reducing  the  deficit,"  Rubin 
said. 

But  he  also  backed  a  reorder¬ 
ing  of  the  budget  to  emphasize 
education,  training  and  what  he 
called -other  “essential"  public 
investments. 


guarded  truck  carrying  the  .chant¬ 
ing  defendants  back  to  prison. 
The  families  protested  the  defen- 
.  dams  were  innocent  •  •  • 

The  83-year-oki  Mafaf ouz  was 
accused  by radicals  of  being  an 
apostate  -  one  who  denied  his 
.  Moslem  faith  —  because  of  a  1959 
'allegorical  novel  that  made' refer- 
'  antes  to  such  ie'li^cn£i:f^ts<ks 
•jfcsns  .mid  Mohanftn&L'  It  “is  con¬ 
sidered  blasphemous  by  .Mtfilem 
critics.  ;  .  .  . 

Sheik  Omar  Abdei-Rahman, 
fee  Mind  Egyptian  sheik  who  is 
being  tried  in  New  York  on 
charges  of  planning  attacks  on 
American  landmarks,  declared  in 
1989  that  Mahfonz  should  be 
killed  because  of  fee  novel,  titled 
The  Children  of  Gebefam. 

Gingrich  fires 
House  historian 
over  Holocaust 
remarks 

WASHINGTON  (AP)  =-  The 
speaker  of  fee  US  House  of  Repre¬ 
sentatives  fired  his  new  House  his¬ 
torian  after  learning  she  com¬ 
plained  in  a  1986  documentftat  a 
school  course  on  fee  Holocaust 
failed  to  present  Nazi  and  Kn 
Klux  Elan  views.  / 

Hired  less  than  a  week  ago,  his¬ 
torian  Christina  Jeffrey  charged 
yesterday  feat  she  was  ‘‘fired  in 
fee  press”  because  of  “slanderous 
and  outrageous”  allegations. 

Jeffrey  headed  a  panel  feat  rec¬ 
ommended  that  fee  US'  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Education  withhold  fund¬ 
ing  for  fife  Holocaust  course. 

In  concluding  remarks  about 
fee  course  “Facing  History  and 
Ourselves,”  designed  for  eighth 
and  ninth  graders,  Jeffrey  wrote: 
“The  program  gives  no  evidence 
of  balance  or  objectivity.  The 
Nazi  point  of  view,  however  un¬ 
popular,  is  still  a  point  of  view  and 
is  not  presented,  nor  is  that  of  fee 
Kn  Kin*  Klan  ” 

“I  seem  to  have  been  fired  in 
the  press,”  Jeffrey  said  yesterday 
in  a  statement:  “Let  me  say  that 
fife charges  against  me  are  slan¬ 
derous  and-  outrageous,  I  have, 
nothing  to  say  at  this  time” 


Camilla  Parker  Bowles  in  a  1992  photograph. 


that  our  privacy  will  be  respected 
we  issue  this  statement  in  the 
hope  that  it  will  ensure  that  our 
family  and  friends  are  saved  from 
harassment,”  the  statement 
added. 

The  royal  family  was  embar¬ 
rassed  in  1993  when  ■  newspapers 
published  transcripts  of  an  inti¬ 
mate,  sometimes  earthy  tele¬ 
phone  conversation  between 
Charles  and  Mrs.  Parker  Bowles. 

They  had  met  in  1970  at  a  polo 
match,  and  were  drawn  together 
by  mutual  enthusiasms  for  polo, 
hunting  and  nvmtrv  lif*  Th<*  re¬ 


lationship  reportedly  cooled 
when  Charles  joined  the  navy  in 
1971. 

Diana  reportedly  was  intensely 
jealous  of  Charles’  friendship 
with  Mrs.  Parker  Bowles,  al¬ 
though  the  prince  said  in  a  televi¬ 
sion  interview  last  year  that  he 
bad  been  faithful  to  Diana  until 
their  marriage-  had  broken  down 
irretrievably. 

A  book  published  last  year 
with  the  cooperation  of  James 
Hewitt,  Diana’s  former  riding  in¬ 
structor,  claimed  feat. he  and  Di¬ 
ana  had  a  love  affair  which  began 
in  TW5. 


First  Lady  turns  to  Ann  Landers  for  advice 


WASHINGTON  (AP)  -  Over  winter  vegetables 
and  curry,  Hillary  Rodham  din  ton  asked  a  group  of 
lifestyle  writers  to  help  her  polish  up  her  image  and 
said  she  was  "naive  and  dumb”  about  how  to  sell  the 
public  on  health-care  reform.  , 

“Sometimes  I  read  stories  and  hear  things  about 
me  and  I  go,  *Ughl  I  wouldn’t  like  her  either,”’ 
Clinton  said.  “It’s  so  unlike  what  I  think  1  am  or 
what  my  friends  think  I  am. 

“I  can  only  guess  that  people  are  getting  their 
perceptions  from  things  I  am  saying  or  doing  in  ways 
feat  don’t  correspond  to  what  I  think  I  am  trying  to 
get  across.” 

Basically,  the  White  House  has  a  communication 
problem,  she  told  a-  group  that  included,  advice 
columnist  Ann  Landers  and  eossfo  or  feature  section  . 


writers  .  from  The .  Washington  Post  USA  Today  , 
fee  New  York  Peat  - :  :'  ■ 

Cttnton  also  btemed;,hersel£  for  the  failure 
healfe-care'  reform,  saying’' fee  'foiled  to  eei' 
ravage  om  to  ihe  pubiic:  -"!  was  naive  and  du 
pecanse  my.  new  was,  .results  speak  for  ttemsetye 

Seeking  input  on  tow  to  present  a  more  acCm 
mfege  of  herself,  dimnn.  whH  T5? 
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THE  MIDDLE  EAST 


T®**-?  was  Chatting 
amiably  from  behind  his  &rEf 
desk  about  any  number  ofthiaL 

5L2  immd  •*  5  s*udi  these  d^ 
jams  oo  the  expressways  The 
“*  *  friend  SETM? 
peace  treaty  with  Israel. 

Bat  what,  he  was  asked,  of  the  re¬ 
ports  that  dozens  of  his  colleagues  had 
been  arrested  by  the  secret  police?  Was 
rt  true  that  thousands  of  Saudis  had 
taken  to  the  streets  recently  to  protest 
the  arrest  of  a  popular  Modem  cleric?  . 

But  we  have  agreed  not  to  discuss 
politics,  ’  he  said  lightly  as  he  reached 
for  a  yellow  legal  pad  and  scribbled 
something. 

He  passed  it  back  with  another  pleas¬ 
antry.  He  offered  another  cup  of  tea 
The  tablet  said.  “It  is  possible  my  office 
is  being  bugged." 

"H* be  typed  on  his  word  processor, 
turned  on  the  printer  and  pushed  over 
another  note:  “The  situation  is  ex¬ 
tremely  dangerous  and  could  lead  to  an 
explosion  ...  even  violence.*" 

A  few  minutes  later,  walking  out  into 
the  hail,  the  man  stopped  near  the  ele¬ 
vator  and  talked  quietly.  "There  are 
now  more  than  400  political  prisoners, 
most  of  them  being  held  for  nothing  at 
all,  he  said.  "They  are  held  in  solitarv 
confinement.  They  are  given  their  food 
and  water  through  a  hole  in  the  door. 
Really,  it  is  like  Siberia.** 

There  is  a  certain  air  of  intrigue  these 
days  in  this  gleaming  desert  capital 
which  is  both  a  modem  Land  of  Oz 


Saudi  economy  fuels  political  unrest 


fashioned  of  mirrored  skyscrapers 
Sleek  expressways,  and  a  medieval  bas- 
tion  of  old  Arabia  linked  irretrievably 
to  the  undisciplined  sands  that  creep 
against  its  edges. 

Saudi  Arabia,  one  of  the  most  secre¬ 
tive  nations  in  the  world,  bared  its  inte¬ 
rior  for  the  first  time  four  years  ago 

w  .VI  thl,e'V  °Pen  ils  bonders  and 
hosted  hundreds  of  thousands  of  inter¬ 
national  troops  to  prepare  for  the  battle 
against  Iraq. 

.  *■  years  after  the  Gulf  war.  it 

folded  into  privacy  once  more.  It  is  only 
recently  apparent  the  extent  to  which 
the  desert  kingdom's  flirtation  with  the 
outside  world  -  and  a  new  era  when 
huge  stcwes  of  petroleum  can  no  longer 
guarantee  unlimited  luxury  and  stabil¬ 
ity  -  has  left  an  irreversible  mark. 

A  Gulf  war  debt  of  more  than  $55 
billion,  coming  at  a  time  when  oil  prices 
dipped  below  $13  a  barrel  for  the  first 
time  in  five  years,  has  plunged  the  king¬ 
dom  into  an  economic  crunch  that  has 
almost  consumed  its  once-huge  fiscal 
reserves  and  forced  major  budget  cuts. 
It  threatens  the  cradle -to- grave  welfare 
net  that  has  been  the  ruling  Saud  fam¬ 
ily's  social  contract  with  its  citizens 
throughout  modern  history. 

At  the  same  time,  lingering  resent¬ 
ment  over  massive  spending  on  defense 
and  allegations  of  corruption  within  the 
royal  family  have  produced  a  popular 
backlash  that  hits  fed  Islamic  funda¬ 
mentalist  unrest  and  widespread  grum¬ 
bling  within  Saudi  Arabia's  increasingly 


KIM  MURPHY 

RIYADH 


cash-strapped  middle  class. 

A  kingdom  that  has  prided  itself  on 
decades  of  stability  has  seen  in  recent 
months: 

•  foreign  workers  walk  off  government 
jobs  because  they  hadn’t  been  paid  for 
months: 

•  hundreds  of  demonstrators  take  to 
the  streets  on  behalf  of  a  popular  Mos¬ 
lem  cleric  who  challenged  the 
government: 

•  a  soaring  crime  rate,  with  a  78  per¬ 
cent  rise  in  thefts  and  a  34%  annual 
increase  in  sex  crimes  in  1994  as  com¬ 
pared  with  1992. 

A  growing  number  of  Saudis  com¬ 
plain  about  mismanagement  and  cor¬ 
ruption  within  the  Saud  family  but  also 
blame  the  LIS.  pointing  to  America's 
full-court  press  since  the  war's  end  to 
sign  major  new  defense  and  infrastruc¬ 
ture  contracts. 

Besides  the  billions  of  dollars  in  mili¬ 
tary  orders  with  US  defense  contractors 
since  the  end  of  the  war  -  including  59 
billion  to  buy  F-15  fighter  jets,  most  of 
which  had  to  be  rescheduled  when  the 
kingdom  couldn't  afford  the  payments - 
Saudi  Arabia  has  signed  a  $4. 2-billion 
contract  with  AT&T  to  upgrade  ils  tele¬ 
phone  system  and  ordered  $6  billion  in 
civilian  aircraft  from  rhe  Boeing  Com¬ 
pany  and  McDonnell  Douglas. 

This  spending  comes  at  a  time  when 


King  Fahd  announced  a  6%  budget  cut 
to  shrink  the  growing  deficit,  following 
a  19%  reduction  last  sear  and  other 
reductions  that  have  "slashed  service 
pacts,  delayed  payments  on  other  con¬ 
tracts  and  threatened  Saudis  for  the 
first  time  with  increases  in  electricity, 
water  and  municipal  service  fees. 

“I  have  a  friend  who  works  for  an 
American  institute  of  political  research, 
and  I  told  him  it's  not  for  the  benefit  of 
the  US  to  get  too  much  money  from  the 
Saudi  government  at  the  expense  of  its 
inside  stability."  a  Riyadh  political  sci¬ 
entist  said.  "So  what  if  Saudi  Arabia 
will  buy  50  aircraft  when  the  bill  is  so 
high?  The  expense  will  be  political  un¬ 
rest  in  Saudi  Arabia  -  not  now.  in  the 
future." 

Abdullah  Naseef.  deputy-  bead  of  the 
kingdom's  year-old  consultative  council 
-  a  60-member  body  of  elites  appointed 
by  the  king  to  assuage  growing  de¬ 
mands  for  democracy  -  complained  that 
the  US  probably  overstated  its  case  in 
October  when  it  warned  of  another  im¬ 
minent  Iraqi  invasion  of  Kuwait. 

“It  was  unnecessary  to  mobilize 
forces  so  quickly  and  so  expensively. 
While  it  was  justified  when  [Iraqi  dicta¬ 
tor]  Saddam  [Hussein]  entered  Kuwait, 
here  people  thought  [the  October  mili¬ 
tary  buildup]  was  unrealistic,  unneces¬ 
sary  and  it  was  a  kind  of  show....  Some 


people  say  the  Americans  want  us  to  go 
bankrupt,"  he  said. 

For  years,  the  royal  family  -  which 
now  numbers  more  than  5.000  princes  - 
has  collected  commissions  on  govern¬ 
ment  contracts,  enough  to  buy  villas, 
luxurv  vaebts,  private  jets  and  fast  cars 
around  the  world.  Saudis  accepted  this 
with  little  complaint  because  of  the  fa¬ 
bled  welfare  net  offered  the  kingdom's 
citizens.  It  includes  free  health  care  and 
education  up  through  the  university  lev¬ 
el,  with  each  student  receiving  a  month¬ 
ly  stipend  of  £270.  Students  outside  the 
cities  get  free  housing. 

Air  travel  inside  the  kingdom  costs 
next  to  nothing.  The  government  offers 
interest-free  loans  for  new  homes  an d 
free  farm  land  to  anyone  willing  to  cul¬ 
tivate  it.  Electricity,  water,  gasoline 
and  basic  food  commodities  are  all 
available  at  a  fraction  of  their  cost, 
thanks  to  massive  government 
subsidies. 

But  could  this  go  on  forever,  espe¬ 
cially  when  oil  prices  plummeted  and 
billions  of  dollars  had  to  be  pumped 
into  an  international  defense  effort? 

Already,  the  famous  Saudi  infra¬ 
structure  is  beginning  to  creak  under  a 
population  growing  at  a  rate  of  3.8% 
annually.  For  the  first  time,  Riyadh 
now  has  rush-hour  traffic  jams  and  elec¬ 
trical  brownouts  have  been  forecast  for 
this  summer.  New  houses  and  offices  in 
Jedda  can’t  get  electrical  and  telephone 
hookups;  many  builders  are  installing 
private  generators. 


US  won’t  cut  aid 
to  Egypt  -  for  now 


JOHN  LANCASTER  and  DANA  PRIEST 
CAIRO 


WHEN  US  Defense  Sec¬ 
retary  William  Perry 
met  this  week  with 
Egyptian  leaders,  he  sought  to 
assure  them  that  the  Clinton  ad¬ 
ministration  will  continue  to  sup¬ 
port  high  levels  of  US  aid,  despite 
the  keen  interest  that  new  Re- 
'  publican  leaders  in  Congress 
have  expressed  for  trimming  for¬ 
eign  assistance. 

But  Perry  offered  no  guaran¬ 
tees  that  aid  would  not  be  oat 
•  after  1996,  and  US  officials  ac- 
.  knowledge  privately  that  the  car- 
;  rent  S2.1  billion  annual  aid  pack- 
.  age  for  Egypt  -  of  which  $1.3b. 
is  military,  assistance  ±  cannot 
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between  the  two  countries  and 
miming  Egyptian  fears  of  an  aid 
cut. 

Percy  assured  Egyptian  Presi¬ 
dent  Hosni  Mubarak  that  the 
Clinton  administration  will  not 
seek  cuts  in  military  aid  when 
it  submits  its  1996  budget  to 
Congress  in  the  next  several 
weeks. 

US  officials  have  made  similar 
comments  about  the  $815  billion 
in  annual  non-military  assistance 
to  Egypt.  “Egypt  is  a  source  of 
stability  and  moderation  in  the 
Middle  East,"  Percy  said  at  a 
.  brief  news  conference  -after  his 
meeting  with. Mubarak. 


be  sustained  over  the  long  !  Perry., said  , be  told  Mubarak 

_  ■ •  /  Jl-  .  \r  •  ■  c  4“1 


.  term. 

Egypt  and  Israel  receive  a  com¬ 
bined  total  of  $5.6b.  in  US  mili¬ 
tary  and  development  assistance 
<■  each  year.  A  legacy  of  the  15- 
.  year-old  Camp  David  peace  ac- 
:  cord,  it  is  by  far  the  largest  share 
.•  of  US  foreign  aid. 
i  Although  aid  to  the  Middle 

*  East  has  remained  off  the  table  so 
far,  promises  from  Republicans 
to  sharply  cut  foreign  aid.  have 
raised  fears  among  Egyptian 
leaders  that  their  country  may 
soon  be  targeted.  Although 
Egypt  does  not  publish  figures 
on  defense  spending,  a  Pentagon 
official  traveling  with  Perry 
said  US  aid  makes  up  roughly 
half  the  country’s  military  bud¬ 
get. 

Egyptian  anxiety  oveT  the  fu¬ 
ture  of  US  aid  has  added  to  ten¬ 
sions  between  the  US  and  Egypt, 
which  has  begun  to  'chart  a  more 
.  independent  foreign  policy  after 
years  of  coziness  with  its  principal 
'  financial  benefactor.  Egypt,  for 
example,  has  nurtured  close  ties 
with  Libya,  which  remains  an  in¬ 
ternational  pariah  for  its  purport¬ 
ed  role  in  the  1988  bombing  of  a 
1  Pan  American  jetliner  over 

*  Lockerbie,  Scotland. 

*  At  the  same  time,  US  officials 
are  eager  to  remain  friendly  with 

.  Egypt,  both  for  its  strategic  value 
as  a  transit  point  for  US  forces  en 
route  to  the  Golf  region  and  for 
'  its  continued,  albeit  diminished, 
role  as  an  arbiter  erf  Middle  East 
peace.  .. 

:  Defense  officials  traveling 
-  with  Perry  said  the  trip  was 
.  aimed  at  smoothing  differences 


that"”bofb  [Secretary  of  State 
Warren]  Christopher  and  I  are 
committed  to  defending  and  de¬ 
fending  vigorously  that  program 
within  the  Congress.”  He  added 
that  he  had  advised  Mubarak  to 
meet  with  chairmen  of  key  con¬ 
gressional  committees  when  Mu¬ 
barak  visits  Washington  next 
spring.  Perry  predicted  that  the 
Egyptian  "will  be  successful  in 
maintaining  the  aid  at  a  constant 
leveL” 

After  his  meeting  with  Mu¬ 
barak,  Percy  told  reporters  that 
his  assurances  extended  only 
through  the  next  fiscal  year,  "so 
we’re  talking  about  a  year  and  a 
half.” 

-The  Defense  Department  has 
asked  Egypt  to  submit  “a  more 
comprehensive,  rigorous"  five- 
year  budget  to  be  reviewed  by  the 
Defense  Security  Assistance 
Agency  in  October,  said  Joseph 
S.  Nye  Jr.,  assistant  security  of 
defense  for  international  security 
affairs.  It  will  take  into  account 
not  just  the  cost  of  new  weapons, 
but  what  it  takes  to  maintain 
them  over  many  years.  “They  are 
going  to  have  to  make  some 
tough  choices.  The  things  they 
want  are  more  than  the  money 
available,”  said  a  senior  defense 
official  who  participated  in  the 
meetings. 

US  aid  has  been  largely  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  modernization 
of  Egypt’s  400,000-man  military, 
allowing  replacement  of  outdat¬ 
ed,  Soviet-supplied  equipment 
with  modem  weapons  such  as  F- 
16  fighters  and  M-1A1  tanks. 

(Washington  Post) 
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Lebanon  sheds  war-zone  image 

BEIRUT 

SAMIR  F.  GHATTAS 


v  •* 


I. 

ANXIOUS  about  reclaim¬ 
ing  its  place  as  a  tourist 
attraction  and  business 
h  bub,  Lebanon  is  campaigning  to 
shed  the  image  of  danger  linger¬ 
ing  from  its  long  civil  war. 

The  government  badly .  “J* 
foreign  help  to  pay  for  its  w* 
billion  reconstruction  program^ 
That  means  convincing  west- 
-  emers  it  is  safe  to  return  to  Bei¬ 
rut,  a  capital  once  known i  as  the 
„  “Paris  of  the  Middle  East  but 
which  was  devastated  by  j™ 
1975-90  civil  war  that  killed 
:  I50,0QD  people..  . 

The  government  especially 
.  wants  to  attract  US  dollars,  which 
I  were  scared  away  by  the  war  and 

by  attacks  on  Americans  and  out¬ 
er  Westerners  in  the  1980s- 
Lebanese  security  experts  are 
-  going  to  Washington  this  mootn 
to  argue  that  a  seven-year  ban 
on  use  of  .US,  passports  for 
f  vd  to  Lebanon  is  no 


Saudi  Arabian  journalists  and  photographers  take  a  break  for  evening  prayers  in  Riyadh’s  King  Fahd  stadium  prior  to 
the  opening  of  the  King  Fahd  intercontinental  soccer  trophy  last  week.  (a?) 

Iraq  gloats  over  French  diplomatic  move 


Jerusalem  Post  staff  and  news  agencies 


ARAB  NEWS  DIGEST 


NOT  surprisingly,  the 
Baghdad  go  vern  men  £  *s 
media  lauded  France's  de¬ 
cision  to  restore  a  level  of  diplo¬ 
matic  relations  and  used  the  op¬ 
portunity  to  attack  the  rest  of  the 
West  for  failing  to  follow  suit. 

State-run  newspapers  said  the 
decision  propelled  into  the  inter¬ 
national  limelight  Iraq's  case  for 
easing  or  lifting  the  stiff  UN  sanc¬ 
tions  imposed  after  its  invasion  of 
Kuwait  in  1990. 

"After  France’s  decision... 
Iraq's  case  is  now  of  international 
proportions,”  said  the  govern¬ 
ment  newspaper  al-Jumhouriyo. 

“The  positive  step  by  France  to 
open  an  interests  section  in  Bagh¬ 
dad  surprised  no  one  as  it  was 


natural  and  expected...  [econom¬ 
ic]  interests  are  one  of  its  two 
main  pillars,”  the  papeT  said. 

In  the  1980s  France  was- a  ma¬ 
jor  arms  supplier,  helping  to  tilt  a 
ruinous  eight-year  war  with  Iran 
in  Iraq’s  favor. 

In  rerun}.  French  firms  got 
preferential  treatment  when  bid¬ 
ding  for  contracts.  Iraq  has 
pledged  similar  treatment  in  ex¬ 
change  for  France’s  help  in  hav¬ 
ing  the  oil  blockade  eased. 

American  criticism  of  the  deci¬ 
sion  was  prompted  by  ”  barba¬ 
rism  and  hatred,"  said  al- 
Jumhuriyah. 

Al-Jumhuriyah.  in  an  article 
written  by  the  newspaper's  chief 
editor,  Salah  al-Mukbtar, 
claimed  that  Paris's  move  showed 
that  the  US  has  began  to  lose  its 
ability  to  influence  its  former  al¬ 
lies  and  the  UN  Security  Council. 

“By  complying  with  all  the  res¬ 
olutions  issued  against  it,  Iraq  has 
pulled  the  carpet  out  from  under 
the  United  States,  exposing  the 
US  position  on  the  international 


level  and  within  the  UN  Security 
Council,”  it  said. 

France  announced  Friday  it 
would  soon  open  an  interest  sec¬ 
tion  in  Baghdad,  based  at  rhe  Ro¬ 
manian  Embassy. 

Al-Jumhuriyah  said  France 
had  "interests  in  rbe  region 
[which]  require  that  its  relations 
with  Iraq,  which  have  been 
harmed  by  its  support  for  the 
Western  stand,  are  rejuvenated.” 

Although  a  leading  contributor 
to  the  Gulf  war  coalition,  France 
has  been  supportive  of  Baghdad 
since  it  began  complying  with  UN 
resolutions.  That  stance,  shared 
by  Russia  and  China,  puts  Paris 
at  odds  with  tbe  US  and  Britain, 
which  favor  a  hard  line  until  Iraq 
fulfills  all  resolutions. 

Despite  its  stance,  the  US  al¬ 
ready  has  an  interest  section  in 
Baghdad,  based  at  the  Polish 
Embassy,  but  no  US  diplomats 
serve  there.  French  diplomats 
will  man  their  interest  section. 

Saddam  Hussein  meanwhile  is¬ 
sued  a  defiant  statement  to  the 


West  at  rhe  weekend  in  a  tele¬ 
vised  address  to  Iraq  commemo¬ 
rating  its  Army  Day. 

Saddam,  wearing  his  field-mar¬ 
shal's  uniform,  said  the  US  and 
its  allies  "failed  to  subdue  the  will 
of  Iraq  in  rhe  battle  of  lira  al- 
Ma’arik  [Gulf  War].” 

Saddam  said  the  war  showed 
how  a  small  country  could  with¬ 
stand  what  he  called  the  evil  pow¬ 
ers  of  big  states. 


The  government  has  responded  to  its 
cash  crunch  with  heavy  domestic  bor¬ 
rowing  and  heavy  budget  cuts,  likely  to 
dampen  at  least  temporarily  the  vitality 
of  the  private  sector  and  further  threat¬ 
en  an  increasingly  gloomy  employment 
picture:  about  65.000  graduates  a  year 
enter  the  job  market  here  with  fewer 
and  fewer  prospects. 

While  the  government  has  pledged 
not  to  cut  into  its  basic  programs,  the 
new  budget  announced  last  week  raises 
charges  for  gasoline,  electricity  and 
cooking  oil.  and  officials  said  the  impo¬ 
sition  of  user  fees  on  some  municipal 
services  is  also  likely.  Already  there  are 
lines  at  some  specialty  hospitals.  Loam 
for  industrial,  agricultural  and  real-es¬ 
tate  projects  were  cut  by  almost  half 
from  last  year. 

The  government  is  examining  how 
best  to  make  further  cuts,  "but  we  don't 
want  to,  by  any  means,  harm  the  limit¬ 
ed  income  people."  said  Hussein  Se- 
jini,  deputy  minister  of  planning. 

Officials  here  hope  to  focus  on  devel¬ 
oping  the  private  sector,  expanding  the 
Saudi  presence  in  the  work  force  by 
replacing  some  4.5  million  imported 
foreign  workers,  privatizing  some  en¬ 
terprises  and  capping  government  ad¬ 
ministration  costs,  Sejini  said. 

The  government  has  also  had  to  cut 
subsidies  on  wheat,  threatening  liveli¬ 
hoods  in  the  volatile  Koran  belt  north 
of  Riyadh  that  has  been  a  hotbed  of 
fundamentalist  Islam. 

(Los  Angeles  Times) 


Algerian 
extremists: 
Embassies 
not  targets 

PARIS  (Reuter)  -  Algeria's  out¬ 
lawed  Islamic  Salvation  Front 
(FIS)  has  denied  it  declared  war 
on  France  or  set  a  deadline  for 
Western  embassies  to  "shut  or 
face  bloodshed"  in  its  struggle  to 
oust  the  country's  military  rulers. 

Tbe  FIS  executive  in  exile  said 
such  alleged  threats  were  part  of 
a  campaign,  "orchestrated  by 
certain  Western  media,”  to  dis¬ 
credit  the  Moslem  fundamental¬ 
ist  opposition  in  the  former 
French  North  African  territory. 

“Neither  the  Islamic  Salvation 
Front  nor  the  Islamic  Salvation 
Army  (its  military  wing)  has  is¬ 
sued  such  a  statement,"  the  ex¬ 
iled  FIS  leadership  said  in  a  dec¬ 
laration  faxed  to  Paris. 

“The  FIS  considers  the  conflict 
is  limited  to  the  Algerian  people 
on  the  one  side  and  the  military 
dictatorship,  on  the  other,  and 
it...  condemns  all  action  against 
innocents,  whatever  their  views 
or  religion  and  whoever  carries 
them  out.”  it  added. 

The  FIS  statement  said  “dubi¬ 
ous  threatening  letters'*  warning 
some  Western  governments  to 
close  their  Algiers  embassies  by 
January  7  or  face  reprisals  served 
only  the  interest  of  the  army-led 
government. 

The  US  has  confirmed  that  it 
was  one  of  several  countries,  re¬ 
ported  to  include  France.  Britain 
and  Germany,  which  received 
such  warnings  in  the  last  few  days 
purportedly  issued  by  tbe  hard¬ 
line  Armed  Islamic  Group 
(GIA). 

Tbe  GIA  has  claimed  responsi¬ 
bility  for  killing  dozens  of  for¬ 
eigners  since  September  1993. 
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is  reasserting  control. 

The  ban  was  extended  in  Au¬ 
gust  and  is  to  be  reviewed  by  the 
State  Department  next  month. 

US  officials  are  concerned  that 
Hizbullah  is  keeping  its  arms  un¬ 
der  the  pretext  of  fighting  Israeli 
troops  in  southern  Lebanon. 

Hizbullah  opposes  the  Wash¬ 
ington  meeting,  fearing  it  could 
lead  to  &  crackdown  by  the  gov¬ 
ernment.  No  foreigner  has  been 
targeted  for  kidnapping  in  more 
than  two  years  and  Hizbullah  has 
called  abductions  a  thing  of  the 

^Despite  the  US  travel  ban,  tens 
of  thousands  of  Americans  have 
visited  Lebanon  since  the  war. 
Travelers  with  US  passports  are 
given  an  entry  visa  on  a  separate 

sheet  of  papey*  . 

Many  of  them  are  Americans 
of  Lebanese  heritage.  But  the 
numbers  are  for  shy  oftbosedur- 
s,  the  prewar  days  when  a  half- 
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Written  by  John  Loftus  and  Mark  Aarons,  The  Secret 
War  Against  the  Jews  presents  a  shocking  story  of 
Israel's  betrayal  by  the  Western  powers  throughout 
most  of  the  20th  century.  Based  on  newly  declassified 
documents  and  interviews  with  hundreds  of  intelligence 
operatives  and  government  officials,  the  book  is  both 
an  important  historical  document  and  a  mesmerizing 
revelation  of  global  conspiracy  and  deception. 
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Trade  deficit  jumps  23% 


Mexican  markets  crumble 


THE  trade  deficit  ballooned  23 
percent  Jasi  year  to  $7.5  billion 
from  S6.1b.  in  1993,  as  higher 
imports  of  consumer  goods  and 
production  materials  and  equip¬ 
ment  outpaced  exports,  the  Cen¬ 
tral  Bureau  of  Statistics  reported 
yesterday. 

Goods  imports,  excluding  dia¬ 
monds.  shot  up  15  percent  and 
were  S2.7b.  higher  than  in  1993. 

Imports  of  machinery,  equip¬ 
ment  and  vehicles,  including 
ships  and  airplanes,  made  up 
about  $900  of  the  increase,  while 
production  inputs  made  up  about 
half  the  rise.  Consumer  imports 
accounted  for  a  fifth  of  the 
increase. 

Exports  jumped  13ft  to 
SI 5.93b.  compared  with  1993. 
Three-quarters  of  the  rise  reflect¬ 
ed  increases  in  machinery,  elec¬ 
tronics  and  chemicals  exports. 
Textile  exports  accounted  for  7ft 


Economy 
continues 
expansion  in 
4th  quarter 

JOSE  ROSENFELO 

THE  economy  continued  expand¬ 
ing  in  the  last  quarter  of  1994  due 
to  a  significant  surge  in  local  trade 
and  increased  industrial  and  con¬ 
struction  activity,  according  to 
the  Bank  of  Israel's  quarterly 
company  survey  released 
yesterday. 

Industrial  firms  recorded  con¬ 
tinued  growth  in  their  activities, 
reporting  increased  exports  and, 
to  a  lesser  extent,  higher  local 
sales.  They  also  reported  a  rise  in 
the  number  of  workers  employed - 
and  in  a  similar  increase  in  ma¬ 
chinery  and  equipment  use. 

The  chemicals,  plastics,  elec¬ 
tronics,  electricity,  transportation 
vehicles,  metal  and  1  machinery- 
sectors  registered  a  large  jump  in 
exports.  In  addition,  textile, 
clothing  and  leather  companies 
reported  significant  rises  in 
exports. 

Local  trading  firms  continued 
registering  high  sales,  as  in  the 
previous  quarter,  with  a  signifi¬ 
cant  increase  in  inventories  and 
sales  on  credit 

Construction  work  stabilized  in 
tbe  fourth  quarter,  although  con¬ 
struction  companies  noted  an  in¬ 
crease  in  building  starts  and  no 
changes  iu  building  completions. 

Hotels  reported  that  activity 
was  flat  compared  to  the  same 
quarter  in  1993. 
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of  the  increase,  optics,  precision 
machinery  and  jewelry  exports 
5ft  and  plastic  and  rubber  ex¬ 
ports,  7%. 

Last  month's  trade  figures 
closed  the  year  with  a  slight  5.7ft 
drop  in  the  trade  deficit  to  S627 
million. 

Imports  rose  1ft  to  S2.lb., 
while  exports  picked  up  some¬ 
what  by  4ft  to  $  1.47b. 

During  the  last  third  of  1994, 
exports  remained  stable,  after 
growing  by  7.5%  in  the  previous 
third,  according  to  seasonally  ad¬ 
justed  figures.  By  contrast,  im¬ 
ports  rose  3ft,  or  9ft  annually, 
compared  to  a  2ft  increase  in  the 
second  third  and  an  lift  jump  in 
the  first  third. 

More  than  half  the  rise  in  im¬ 
ports  in  the  last  third  was  due  to 
production  input  imports,  while 


investment  goods  imports  con¬ 
tributed  46ft  of  the  increase.  Ex¬ 
ports  did  not  grow  in  the  last  third 
due  to  the  drop  in  machinery, 
electronics,  raining  and  quarrying 
exports,  which  were  offset  by  in¬ 
creases  in  other  sectors. 

About  one  quarter  of  the  in¬ 
crease  in  exports  last  year,  or 
$300m^  ended  up  in  the  Far  East, 
including  Japan,  South  Korea, 
Singapore  and  Thailand.  The  US 
absorbed  22ft  of  the  rise 
amounting  to  $270m. 

The  European  Union  countries 
were  responsible  for  18%  of  the 
additional  exports,  in  a  dramatic 
turnaround  reflecting  their  im¬ 
proved  economic  situation.  Only 
a  year  before,  exports  to  the  EU 
dropped. 

The  EU  continued  to  be  the 
main  source  of  imports  last  year, 


accounting  for  60%  of  last  year's 
increase. 

The  US  contributed  about  a 
quarter  to  the  rise,  while-  the  re¬ 
mainder  originated  in  the  Far 
East  and  Eastern  Europe. 

Industrial  exports  last  year,  ex¬ 
cluding  diamonds,  jumped  12ft, 
while  polished  diamond  exports 
shot  up  18%  to  $3.6b. 

Agricultural  exports  increased 
7ft  to  S580m.  from  S550m.  in 
1993. 

Imports  of  production  inputs, 
excluding  diamonds  and  fuel, 
surged  15%,  while  fuel  imports 
rose  5ft  to  SI. 66b. 

Diamond  imports  totaled 
$3.9b^  a  16ft  jump  over  1993. 
Machinery  and  equipment  im¬ 
ports  surged  22ft  to  54.18b. 

Consumer  imports  made  up 
13%  of  total  imports  and  in¬ 
creased  20ft,  following  a  9ft  rise 
in  1993. 


MEXICO  CITY  (Reuter)  -  Mex¬ 
ico’s  financial  markets  fell  into 
chaos  yesterday  as  interest  rates 
soared  and  stocks  and  the  peso 
crumbled  despite  government  ef¬ 
forts  to  shore  up  investor 
confidence. 

Tbe  stock  market,  hit  by  a  crip¬ 
pling  rise  in  interest  rates,  was 
down  more  than  11  percent  after 
midday,  its  biggest  drop  since  the 


aftermath  of  the  stock,  market 
crash  in  November  1987. 

The  bolsa’s  IPC  Index  of  37 
shares  was  down  231.99  points, 
or  11.03%,  at  1,872.06  in  after¬ 
noon  trading.  This  followed  a 
drop  of  149.88  points,  or  6455%, 
on  Monday. 

The  new  peso,  hit  lows  against 
the  dollar  of  5.9,  55  centavos  be¬ 
low  its  close  on  Monday. 


Mexico's  central  bank.  Banco 
de  Mexico,  in  coordination  with 
the  Federal  Reserve,  sought  to. 
shore  up  the  peso  on  Monday  by 
selling  dollars  from  an  interna¬ 
tional  fond  pul  together  to  rescue 

Mexico’s  collapsing  currency. 

But  analysts  said  the  move 
faflgrf  and  there  was  no  apparent 
repeat  of  the  central  bank  sup¬ 
port  Tuesday. 


Mark  surges,  dollar  succumbs 


LONDON  (Reuter)  -  The  dollar 
plunged  to  two-month  lows 
against  the  mark  on  the  foreign 
exchanges  yesterday,  under¬ 
mined  by  a  rampant  German  cur¬ 
rency  flexing  its  muscles  against 
weak  European  rivals. 

The  Spanish  peseta  and  tbe 
Italian  lira  set  fresh  record  lows 


Gal:  Gov’t  shouldn’t  sell  Israel  Chemicals 
if  two  laws  crucial  for  company  aren’t  passed 


EVELYN  GORDON 
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IF  two  laws  crucial  for  the  future 
of  Israel  Chemicals  (ICL)  are  not 
passed  through  the  Knesset,  the 
Knesset  Finance  Committee 
might  refuse  to  okay  the  sale  of 
the  company,  committee  chair¬ 
man  Gedalya  Gal  (Labor) 
warned  yesterday. 

The  government  is  expected  to 
ask  the  committee  to  approve  the 
sale  at  the  end  of  the  month. 
However,  Gal  suggested  holding 
a  preliminary  meeting  on  the  sub¬ 
ject  so  if  any  problems  came  up, 
they  could  be  resolved  without 
last-minute  pressure.  _■ 

At  yesterday’s  meeting.  Gal 
said,  it  became  clear  that  there 
were  two  major  problems. 

Neither  the  Dead  Sea  Conces¬ 
sion  (Emergency  Regulations) 
Law,  nor  the  Planning  and  Build¬ 
ing  Law  (Business  Registration) 
has  been  passed. 

The  first  gives  ICL  the  right  to 
exploit  the  Dead  Sea  area’s  natu¬ 
ral  resources  wirhout  worrying 
about  environmental  or  planning 
regulations,  and  the  second  ex¬ 
empts  it  from  certain  corporate 
licensing  requirements. 

Both  are  opposed  by  Environ¬ 
ment  Minister  Yossi  Sand,  but 

Bank  Massad 
changes  way 
in  which  it 
grants  credit 

GAUT  L1PK1S  BECK 

BANK  Massad,  a  subsidiary  of 
Bank  Hapoaiim,  plans  to  change 
its  internal  regulations  for  grant¬ 
ing  credit  after  an  internal  con¬ 
trol  report  revealed  that  bank  of¬ 
ficials  granted  credit  to  Bensol 
Energy  without  receiving  ade¬ 
quate  collateral  . 

Tbe  bank’s  management  has 
also  decided  to  take  several  other 
measures,  including  action 
against  two  of  the  managers  di¬ 
rectly  involved  in  granting  the 
credit  to  the  company. 

Massad’s  board  of  directors  is 
expected  to  approve  manage¬ 
ment's  treatment  of  tbe  issue  at  a 
meeting  later  this  week. 

Massad’s  decision  follows  Su¬ 
pervisor  of  Banks  Ze’ev  Abeles’s 
instructions  to  Massad  officials 
to  take  appropriate  action. 

Massad’s  management  yester¬ 
day  confirmed  the  existence  of  an 
internal  report  indicating  discrep¬ 
ancies  in  the  bank’s  handling  of 
Bensol’s  credit  management 
According  to  the  report  Mas¬ 
sad  granted  NIS  13  million  to 
Bensol,  representing  about  15 
percent  of  the  bank's  sharehold¬ 
er’s  equity.  The  report  said  the 
bank  did  not  receive  sufficient 
guarantees  to  cover  the  credit 
In  contrast  to  media  reports, 
Massad  said  tbe  Bank  of  Israel 
did  not  instruct  it  to  conduct  an 
internal  report. 

Following  the  revelation  of  the 
episode  in  October,  Massad’s 
management  tried  to  reduce 
credit  given  to  Bensol,  to  about 
one  tenth  of  tbe  original  amount 
granted.  In  addition,  the  bank  re- 


industry  Minister  Micba  Harish 
says  their  passage  is  crucial  to  the 
company’s  future. 

“I  don’t  consider  it  proper  to 
sell  the  company  before  these 
two  laws  are  passed  by  the  ple¬ 
num,’*  Gal  said. 

“If  I’m  not  convinced  that  it’s 
possible  for  the  sale  to  precede 
the  legislation,  I  will  tell  the  gov¬ 
ernment  to  delay  the  sale  until 
the  laws  are  passed  So  if  the 
government  wants  to  privatize,  it 
would  be  wise  to  speed  up  these 
laws,’’  he  said 

The  committee  will  continue 
discussing  the  issue  today,  but 
Gal  said  there  would  not  be  a 
vote. 

Instead,  the  committee  will 
probably  pass  a  general  resolu¬ 
tion  expressing  its  support  for  pri¬ 
vatization,  calling  on  the  govern¬ 
ment  to  negotiate  with  the 
workers  and  asking  managing  di¬ 
rector  Victor  Medina  to  withdraw 
his  resignation. 

The  ICL  works  committee  de¬ 
scended  in  force  on  the  Finance 
Committee,  trying  to  persuade  it 
to  request  guarantees  from  the 
government  that  they  will  not  be 
fired  if  the  company  is  sold 


Gal:  If  the  government  wants 
to  privatize,  it  would  be  wise 
to  speed  np  these  laws. 


Even  some  of  tbe  workers’ 
most  ardent  supporters  in  the 
committee  seemed  a  bit  taken 
aback  by  the  violence  of  their 
statements,  however. 

“We’ll  burn  the  plants  [if  our 
demands  aren’t  met)!”  they 
shouted 

Gal  responded  that  he  would 
rather  resign  then  give  in  to  that 
kind  of  threat. 


Finance  Minister  Avraham 
Shohat  insisted  dial  tbe  proposed 
sale  protects  the  interests  of  both 
the  workers  and  the  state,  as  well 
as  the  company,  and  both  Harish 
and  Medina  supported  him  in 
thk, 

Privatization,  they  added,  was 
the  only  way  to  promote  the  com¬ 
pany’s  growth. 

However,  Harish  objected  to 
Medina’s  statement  that  the  com¬ 
pany  should  be  separated  from 
politics. 

In  the  US,  he  said,  all  big  con¬ 
cerns  adjust  to  political  realities, 
and  Medina  himself  certainly  bad 
no  hesitation  about  going  to  the 
government  with  his  ’  company’s 
problems. 

The  only  MK  to  come  out 
against  the  sale  was  Haim  Oron 
(Meretz). 

“There  is  no  justification  for 
the  state  to  give  up  control  of  a 
company  which  owns  the  Negev’s 
natural  resources  and  which  is 
such  a  central  figure  in  the  Ne¬ 
gev’s  development  and  employ¬ 
ment,”  he  said. 

The  very  fact  that  so  many 
complicated  arrangements,  like 
the  special  “golden  shares,”  had 
to  be  made  indicated  it  would  be 
better  for  the  company  to  simply 
stay  in  government  hands,  be 
added. 


Shohat  intervenes  in  dispute  between 
Gov’t  Companies  Authority,  Shikun  Ufituah 


FINANCE  Minister  Avraham 
Shohat  yesterday  intervened  to 
settle  the  dispute  between  the 
Government  Companies  Author¬ 
ity  and  Shikun  Ufituah  manage¬ 
ment  that  has  been  threatening  to 
derail  the  firm’s  privatization. 

The  sale  of  between  52  percent 
and  100%  of  Shiknn  Ufituah  to 
private  investors  has  reached  its 
final  stages. 

However,  according  to  the  au¬ 
thority,  the  company  has  still 
failed  to  provide  the  bidders  an 
orderly  inventory  of  its  land 
holdings. 

instead,  Shiknn  Ufituah  man¬ 
agement  prepared  a  prospectus 
for  a  stock  market  issue,  despite 


JOSE  ROSENFELO 

the  government’s  decision  to  sell 
tbe  company  to  private  investors. 

•  As  a  result, '  Treasury  officials 
threatened  earlier  in  the  week 
that  should  the  firm  refuse  to  co¬ 
operate  with  the  privatization 
process  and  fail  to  make  the  re¬ 
quired  information  available  to 
investors,  the  Treasury  will  fire 
the  company’s  managers. 

In  his  office  yesterday  morn¬ 
ing.  Shohat  tried  to  get  Shikun 
Ufituah  managing  director  Am- 
□on  Safran  and  Government 
Companies  Authority  director 
Yossi  Nitzani  to  stop  the  mutual 
recriminations. 


Shohat  made  it  dear  that  no 
prospectus  wfll  be  issued,  and  tbe 
private  sale  will  continue  as  per 
the  government’s  decision. 

Safran  said  the  company  pre¬ 
pared  foe  prospectus  since  it  was 
possible  private  investors  would 
not  purchase  all  of  Shikun  Ufi- 
tuab’s  shares. 

In  such  a  case,  tbe  government 
will  sell  the  outstanding  shares  to 
the  public  at  a  later  stage. 

Shohat,  however,  said  he 
hoped  tbe  sale  could  be  complet¬ 
ed  in  the  coming  weeks  without 
recourse  to  a  public  issue. 

The  seven  groups  competing  in 
tbe  tender  have  until  tbe  end  of 
the  month  to  submit  their  bids. 


Leumi  announces  First  Direct  service 


BANK  Leumi  yesterday  an¬ 
nounced  its  First  Direct  service, 
the  first  telephone  bank  in  the 
country  providing  all  banking 
services. 

Speaking  at  a  press  conference, 
Leumi  deputy  general  manager 
Galia  Maor  said  First  Direct  is 
revolutionary  in  the  local  retail 
banking  field  and  is  in  line  with 
changes  in  other  countries. 

The  service  will  start  on 
Sunday. 

Maor  said  banks  worldwide  are 
implementing  measures  to  reduce 
customer  lines  by  improving  (he 
accessibility  of  electronic  commu¬ 
nications. 

The  direct  route  is  designed  to 
encourage  private  customers  to 
use  the  telephone  to  receive  more 
convenient,  quicker  and  cheaper 
banking  services  than  those  cur¬ 
rently  available  at  branches, 
Maor  said. 


to  raanv  again. _lhal  would  _.not - 
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GAUT  UPK1S  BECK 

buildings,  we  are  able  to  make 
larger  investments  in  services,” 
be  said. 

First  Direct  will  operate  a  24- 
hour-telephone  service.  Its  ser¬ 
vices  include  a  special  messenger 
service  so  customers  can  execute 
a  wide  range  of  transactions,  in¬ 
cluding  withdrawing  and  deposit¬ 
ing  money. 

Commission  fees  will  be  no  dif¬ 
ferent  than  Bank  Leumi’s  branch 
fees. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  Bank 
Leumi  will  repay  customers  20 
percent  of  total  commission  fees 
paid  during  the  year. 

While  Leumi  tried  to  keep  its 
new  form  of  banking  a  secret, 
several  other  banks  have  already 
responded  with  similar  telephone 
services  of  their  own. 

United  Mizrahi  Bank  yester- 


counts  of  up  to  NIS  500  to  cus¬ 
tomers  joining  its  Mizrahi 
Express  banking  route. 

The  route  provides  customers 
with  computer,  telephone  and  fox 
information  services. 

Two  weeks  ago.  Bank  Hapoa¬ 
iim  introduced  its  24-hour-tele¬ 
phone  service. 

Leumi  emphasized  tbe  avail¬ 
ability  of  First  Direct  services  will 
not  be  at  the  expense  of  branch 
services. 

“The  conventional  branch  will 
not  disappear,  but  the  image  of 
the  branch  is  expected  to  change 
in  the  future  to  concentrate  on 
personal  services.” 

Already  last  year,  Leumi  start¬ 
ed  to  reorganize  its  brandies  in 
an  attempt  to  offer  Its  retail  cus¬ 
tomers  improved  personal  bank¬ 
ing  services.  The  bank  has  reor¬ 
ganized  56  of  its  240  branches  and 

plans  to  reorganize  another  100 
i  •.,«  ---v  ...  . 


on  the  mark,  rekindling  memo¬ 
ries  of  the  crisis  that  almost  extin¬ 
guished  die  European  Exchange 
Rate  Mechanism  in  1993. 

“It  was  really  like  a  thunder¬ 
storm  breaking  over  the  market's 
head,”  said  Rainer  Siegelkow, 
senior  economist  at  German 
bank  Westfalische  Landesbank 


Girozentrale  in  Duesseidotf.  * 

Upbeat  remarks  by  Robert  Ru¬ 
bin,  US  Treasury  Secretary  desig¬ 
nate,  helped  the  dollar  to  recover 
some  of  its  losses  late  in  the  Euro¬ 
pean  session. 

However,  the  dollar  was  un¬ 
able  to  stage  a  fully-fledged 
rebound. 


BUSINESS  BRIEFS 

Ramon,  Oron  qiggwt  selling  srhiicim  Uvimri  to  workers:  Histadrut 

Own-man  ETafm  Ratnun  and  Treasurer  MK  Hahn  QlOfl  wffl 

propose  sailing  Shikun  Uvinui  Holdings  Ltd.  to  the  concern’s 
workers,  on  condition  that  most  of  tire  4,000 workers  take  part  in 
the  purchase.  The  proposal  wfll  be  raised  ai  the  next  meeting  of 
Hevrat  Ha’ovdim’s  executive  committee,  Oran  confirmed 
yesterday.  Shikun  Uvinui  is  the  parent  company  of  Solel  Bench, 
Shiknn  Ufituach,  Herat  and  others. 

DEC  gives  Palestinian  Energy  Authority  draft  contract:  The  Israel 
Electric  Corporation  has  given  the  Palestinian  Energy  Authority 
its  draft  contract  on  the  operation  and  commercial  arrangements 
between  them.  IEC  said  its  sale  of  electricity  to  Gaza  was  up  20 
percent  in  December  from  the  previous  month.  The  last 
electricity  bffl  IEC  sent  to  thfr  Palestinians  was  NIS  1(X5  million. 

Carnival  Cruise  Lines  not  Interested  in  cruises  from.  ESafe 
Carnival  Cntise  lines  has  no  intention  of  running  cruises  from 
Eflar,  according  to  Sylvarn  Martel,  international  sales  manager  of 
the  popular  American  cruise  company.  Martel,  who  is  here  for  a 
series  of  presentations  to  Israeli  travel  agents,  said  the  company 
already  has  an  interest  in  cruises  in  the  Greek  islands,  but  said 
there  were  no  indications  it  would  establish  a  route  fiomESat. 


the  availability  of  garehimg  on  such  ships  and  foe  continued*"  ■  ■  r 

refusal  of  the  government  to  allow  a  casino  to  operate  in  Eilat. 

Carnival  Cruise  Lines  is  controlled  by  magnate Ted  Arison.  .... 

New  deputy  director  at  American-Israe!  Bank:  Rami  Krcmien  has 
been  appointed  deputy  managing  director  of  American-Israel 

Bank.  He  will  beresponsible  for  foreign  trade,  credit  and  :  - 

investments,  foreign  currency  and  mmketing.  .  . 

WORLD  BRIEFS 

Japan,  US  reach  finance  pact  before  summit  Japan  and  the  US 
yesterday  reached  agreement  in  talks  on  financial  services, 
allowing  foreign  investment  advisers  to  enter  Japan’s  $200 billion . 
public  pension  fund  market,  the  government  said.  Finance 
Minister  Masayoshi  TaJoemnra,  in  Beijing  on  the  firs  t  leg  of  a 
tour  of  Asian  nations,  said  in  a  statement  released  in  Tokyo  that 
he  obtained  a  final  agreement  in  telephone  conversations  with 
US  Treasury  officials.  *  Reuter 

Wholesale  prices  edge  upward  in  December:  Prices  at  the 
wholesale  level  rose  modestly  in  December,  the  Labor 
Department  said  yesterday,  putting  a  cap  on  another  year  in 
which  inflation  remained  largely  famed.  The  department  said  the 
Producer  Price  Index  in  the  last  month  of  the  year  rose  02 
percent,  putting  the  price  level  for  all  1994 just  1.7%  ahead  of  1993 
when  the  annual  rate  was  up  only  0.2%.  Reuter 

BT  targets  $45  bfifion  German  telecoms  market:  British 
Telecommunications  Pic  swept  into  Germany’s  $45  billion-a-year 
teleconummications  market  yesterday  through  a  joint  venture 
with  diversified  German  industrial  group  VIAG  AG.  The 
partnership,  confirming  ST’S  reputation  as  Europe’s  most 
aggressive  phone  company,  will  require’ an  upfront  investment  of  ' 

at  least  DM  L5  billion. 

Credit  Lyonnais  said  to  need  huge  new  cash  iqject'on:  The  French 
government  may  have  to  pay  out  another  FR  25-31  billion  tins 
year  in  a  second  rescue  plan  for  troubled  state-owned  bank 
Qedit  Lyonnais,  a  business  daily  reported  yesterday.  Reuter 
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PRICES  continued  10  slide  yes¬ 
terday.  as  the  Two-Sided  de¬ 
clined  0.5  percent,  the  Maof 
0.4%  and  the  Karam  1.2%. 

Turnover  was  slightly  higher 
than  in  previous  days,  at 
NTS  70.2  million. 

As  in  previous  days,  it  was  the 
Two-Sided  Market  which  was  re¬ 
sponsible  for  the  lack  of  activity, 
scoring  only  NIS  43.5m.  for  (he 
100  largest  companies  on  the  ex¬ 
change.  Simple  arithmetic  shows 
the  average  turnover  was 
NIS  43,000,  u’hich  is  really 
negligible. 

The  gloom  on  the  trading  floor 
is  palpable  and  traders  see  no  end 
in  sight.  The  newest  fashion  is  to 
compare  the  present  bear  market 
to  that  of  1983,  and  10  point  out 
that  it  lasted  more  than  two 
years. 

Old  timers  tend  to  dispute  the 
validity  of  the  comparison  on  the 
grounds  that  the  exchange  today 
is  different  from  then,  and  it  has 
not  been  as  abused  in  1992-93  as 
it  had  been  in  1983-83. 

Losers  outnumbered  winners 
by  a  ratio  of  6  to  1  on  both  the 


Two-Sided  Market  and  the 
Karam.  Trading  on  the  afternoon 
Two-Sided  session  was  actually 
an  improvement  over  what  bad 
gone  on  during  the  morning  Mer- 
etz  session. 

Then,  only  three  securities  ac¬ 
tually  managed  to  rise  in  price. 

Some  of  the  speculative  issues 
declined  sharply:  Avner  was 
down  6%;  Poseidon  4.75%,  Bu- 
lus  4.5%,  Kardan  7.25%,  and 
Rogozin  6.25%. 

There  were,  on  the  other  hand, 
very  few  noticeable  rises.  The 
rest  of  the  securities  traded  down 
by  1%  or  so,  and  the  small  magni¬ 
tude  of  the  rises  or  declines  were 
themselves  a  witness  of  bow  dull 
trading  had  become. 

There  is  a  certain  impatience 
among  traders,  as  the  Two-Sided 
is  approaching  the  level  where 
the  institutionals  stepped  in  con¬ 
clusively  last  July  and  turned  the 
market  around. 

The  stabilization  of  the  band 
market  is  continuing.  At  present, 
the  yields  to  maturity  are  about 
2%-2.5%,  down  1%  from  what 
they  were  three  weeks  ago. 


FTSE  rebounds 
to  close  trading 
slightly  higher 

WORLD  MARKET  ROUNDUP 


LONDON  (Reuter)  -  The  Brit¬ 
ish  blue  chip  index  ended  with 
modest  gains,  mainly  due  to  a 
strong  Dow  and  firmer  FTSE  fu¬ 
tures,  after  spending  most  of  the 
day  in  negative  territory. 

The  FTSE  100  ended  4.6  points 
up  at  3,060.4. 

FRANKFURT  -  The  German 
DAX  Index  closed  floor  trading 
lower,  but  steady  in  very  thin  vol¬ 
ume.  The  DAX  Index  was  down 
S.ll  points  to  2,051.07. 

In  post-bourse  trade  the  DAX 
Index  climbed  8.67  to  2.062.08. 

PARIS  -  French  shares  fin¬ 
ished  off  the  lows,  following  a 
late  bounce  in  prices. 

Traders1  said  the  market  gained 
some  support  from  a  late  rise  in 
bonds,  lire  market  had  earlier 
extended  losses  after  US  produc¬ 
er  price  ihdex  (PPI)  data,  which 
were  largely  in  line  with 
expectations. 

The  CAC-40  Index  closed 
down  5.03,  or  0.27  percent,  at 
1359. 

ZURICH  -  Swiss  shares  ended 
lower,  with  the  weak  dollar  de¬ 
pressing  sentiment. 

Dealers  said  many  uncertain¬ 
ties  dampened  buying  interest 
and  trading  was  dominated  by 
professionals. 

However,  the  market  found  a 
base  in  the  afternoon  following 
the  release  of  US  PPI  data.  The 
SMI  blue-chip  Index  eased  16.9 


points  to  2,600.4. 

TOKYO  -  Tokyo  stocks  dosed 
firmer  after  the  Nikkei  average 
posted  losses  for  five  days  in  a 
row. 

The  gains  were  helped  by  arbi¬ 
trage-linked  buying  in  late  after¬ 
noon,  but  trade  remained  thin. 

The  Nikkei  average  ended  up 
56.53  points  or  0.29  percent  at 
19,501.45. 

HONG  KONG  -  Hong  Kong 
stocks  reversed  their  heavy  early 
losses  at  the  dose,  as  futures- 
linked  institutional  buying  sur¬ 
faced  around  the  7,400  level.  The 
blue-chip  Hang  Seng  Index 
gained  12.84  points  to  close  at 
7,541.72, 

SYDNEY  -  The  Australian 
share  market  closed  slightly 
weaker  on  light  volume  after  off¬ 
shore  markets  failed  to  provide  a 
clear  direction  for  the  local 
market 

The  All  Ordinaries  Index  end¬ 
ed  3.2  points  or  0.17  percent  low¬ 
er  at  1,855.7. 

JOHANNESBURG  -  Indus¬ 
trials  shares  came  under  mild  sell¬ 
ing  pressure  to  end  lower  amid  a 
lack  of  fresh  supporting  factors. 
Gold  shares  ended  little  changed 
as-  a  bounce  in  the  gold  price 
failed  to  impress  nervous 
investors. 

The  Overall  Index  was  down 
43  points  at  5,673.9,  Industrial 
Index  56 .3  down  at  6,897.1. 


Blue-chip  stocks  retain  small 
gain  after  soaring  37  points 

WALL  STREET  REPORT 


NEW  YORK  (Reuter)  -  Blue- 
chip  stocks  closed  slightly  higher 
yesterday  as  investors  took  prof¬ 
its  from  a  more  than  37  point  rally 
in  the  Dow  Jones  industrial  aver¬ 
age  and  geared  up  for  today’s 
Consumer  Price  Index  for 
December. 

Based  on  early  and  unofficial 
data,  the  Dow  Index  finished 


with  a  gain  of  only  5.39  points  at 
3,866.74. 

This  was  after  earlier  climbing 
to  3,898.70  on  a  positive  Produc¬ 
er  Price  Index  for  December. 

In  the  broader  market,  advanc¬ 
ing  issues  led  declines  by  a  small 
margin  on  active  volume  of  more 
than  350  million  shares  on  the 
New  York  Slock  Exchange. 
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Last-ditch  bid  made 
to  save  hockey  season 


NEW  YORK  (AP)  -  Prospects  of  playing  the 
NHL  season  remained  alive  even  as  the  owners’ 
final  deadline  of  noon  yesterday  (7  pm  Israel  time) 
passed  without  a  labor  agreement 

“In  an  effort  to  save  the  season,  the  discussions 
will  continue  past  12  noon,”  NHL  vice  president 
Arthur  Pincus  said,  reading  the  league’s  first  official 
statement  since  negotiations  began  Monday. 

‘'Commissioner  (Gary)  Bettman  has  also  planned 
a  conference  call  with  the  NHL's  Board  of  Gover¬ 
nors  to  apprise  them  of  the  status  of  collective 
bargaining,”  Pincus  said. 

Pincus  added  that  Bettman  and  NHL  Players 
Association  head  Bob  Goode  now  would  continue 
negotiating. 

A  general  manager,  who  spoke  on  condition  that 
be  not  be  identified,  said  the  conference  call  would 
not  be  to  vote  on  a  contract  proposal. 

"I  can  definitely  say  that  a  deal  isn't  done,”  he 


Bullets  loss  8th  straight  game 


BOSTON  (AP)  -  Dino  Radja 
returned  to  Boston’s  lineup  Mon- 
•day  night  after  missing  15  games 
with  a  broken  hand  and  scored  10 
points  in  the  fourth  quarter  as  the 
■  EASTERN  CONFERENCE 
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13 

22 

.371 

14.5 

Miami 

10 

21 
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15.5 

PhJafedphte 

10 

21 

.323 

15.5 

Washlr^ton 

7 

24 

.226 

16.5 

Central  Division 

W 

L 

Pet 

GB 

Ctauetand 

21 

10 

.677 

- 

Indiana 

19 

Tf 

833 

U 

ChadcMa 

19 

12 

.613 

2 

Chicago 

18 

15 

.5)8 

5 

Atlanta 

14 

19 

.424 

8 

MSwauhaa 

10 

22 

.313 

11.5 

Detroit 

9 

20 

.310 

11 

Celtics  beat  Washington  114-101, 
the  Bullets’  eighth  consecutive 
loss. 

Radja  finished  with  IS  points 
and  Dominique  Wilkins  had  34, 
including  24  io  the  first  half.  Scott 
Sidles  h3d  24  points  with  11  as¬ 
sists  and  nine  rebounds  for  Wash¬ 
ington,  and  Gheorge  Muresan’s 
19  points  were  one  basket  short 
of  his  career  high. 

Suns  llC  Bucks  102 

Danny  Manning  hit  three  straight 
baskets  ’  early  In  the  fourth  quarter, 
helping  the  host  Suns  hold  onto  a 
comfortable  lead  throughout  the  peri- 

MONDArS  RESULTS: 

Boston  114.  Washington  101 
Utah  [06,  Dallas  90 
Phoeuki  119,  MBwaakce  102 
Portland  129,  LA.  Lakers  83 


od  in  banding  Milwaukee  its  third 
straight  loss. 

The  Suns  never  trailed  to  get  their 
fourth  straight  victory  and  ninth  in  a 
row  over  the  Bucks.  It  was  Milwau¬ 
kee’s  eighth  straight  loss  at  Phoenix. 

WESTERN  CONFERENCE 
Midwest  Division 


W 

L 

Pet 
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Utah 

22 

10 

.BBB 

Houston 

20 

10 

.667 

1 

San  Antonio 

IB 

10 

.643 

2 

Denver 

18 

15 

.516 

55 

Dallas 

14 

15 

.483 

68 

Minnesota 

6 

24 

200 

15 

Pacific  Division 

W 

L 

Pet 

GB 

Phoenix  - 

25 

7 

.7B1 

Seattle 

21 

9 

.700 

3 

LA.  Lakers 

20 

10 

.667 

4 

Sacramento 

17 

13 

567 

7 

Portland 

17 

14 

348 

76 

Golden  State 

10 

19 

.345 

13.5 

LA.  Cfippets 

5 

28 

.161 

19.5 

Eilat  hosts  Milano  for  do-or-die  match 


HAPOEL  Eilat  tonight  plays 
one  of  the  most  crucial  matches  in 
its  relatively  short  career  in  big- 
time  basketball  when  it  hosts  Ita¬ 
ly’s  Siefanel  Milano  in  the  last 
round  of  the  Korac  Cup  Group  D 
round  robin. 

With  a  win.  the  Israeli  club, 
which  has  been  in  the  National 
Basketball  League  for  only  three 
seasons,  will  advance  to  the  quar- 
'ter-finais.  A  loss,  however,  will 
see  them  drop  from-  the 
competition.  .-,r  :z 

Two  teams  from  the  four-club 
group  advance  to  the  quarter-fin¬ 
als.  After  five  games,  Caceres  has 
ensured  its  promotion,  with  a  4-1 
mark  (nine  points)  with  Milano, 
Eilat  and  Greece’s  Peristeri  all  at 
2-3  (seven  points). 

Even  in  the  unlikely  event  that 
Peristeri  will  defeat  Caceres  to- 


JOEL  GORDIN 

night,  the  Greeks  will  still  trail 
the  winner  of  the  Milano-Eilat 
game  on  tiebreaker  calculations. 

Eilat’s  chances  of  winning  to¬ 
night  are  fair.  It  lost  80-70  in  the 
first  encounter  at  Milan  last 
month,  but  was  not  disgraced. 
The  score  was  satisfactory,  con¬ 
sidering  the  difficulties  of  win¬ 
ning.  in  Italy  -  a  barrier  which 
even  Maccabi  Tel  Aviv  finds  hard 
to  overcome. 

Tonight,  the  southerners  will 
have  their  fiercely  partisan  home 
crowd  pushing  them  all  the  way. 
The  Israelis’  scoring  potential  - 
led  by  Brian  Rowsora,  three- 
point  genius  An  Rosenberg  and 
Michael  Kennedy  -  is  good  even 
by  European  standards. 

Team  captain  37-year-old  Wil¬ 


lie  Sims  is  tough  and  experi¬ 
enced.  His  forte,  during  the  many 
yeans  he  played  for  Maccabi  Tel 
Aviv,  was  standing  up  to  pressure 
during  vital  seconds  in  make-or- 
break  games.  Eilat's  weaknesses 
are  its  defense  and  its  inexperi¬ 
enced  bench.  If  one  of  the  start¬ 
ing  five  has  an  off  night,  the 
squad  will  be  in  deep  trouble. 

The  quarter-final  round  will  be 
played  between  the  top  two 
teams  of  each  of  the  .four  groups. 
It  will  be  a  knockout  contest  with 
each  team  playing  its  opponent  in 
a  home-and-away  framework  on 
January  25  and  February  1. 

Each  club  with  the  best  aggre¬ 
gate  will  then  advance  to  the 
semifinals. 

Tonight's  game  will  be  broad¬ 
cast  live  on  Sports  Channel  5 
from  S:30  pm. 


Schmidt  elected  to  Baseball  Hall  of  Fame 


NEW  YORK  (AP)  -  Mike 
Schmidt,  perhaps  the  greatest 
third  baseman  in  baseball  history, 
was  the  overwhelming  and  only 
choice  Monday  for  election  to 
Major  League  Baseball’s  Hall  of 
Fame. 

Schmidt,  whose  548  home  runs 
rank  seventh  on  the  career  list, 
was  named  on  444  of  the  460  bal¬ 
lots  by  the  Baseball  Writers  As¬ 
sociation  of  America  in  his  fust 
year  of  eligibility.  His  96.52  vote 
percentage  was  the  fourth-high- 


est  ever. 

Schmidt,  a  three-time  National 
League  Most  Valuable  Player 
and  MVP  of  the  1980  World  Se¬ 
ries,  became  just  the  10th  third 
baseman  to  be  selected  for  the 
Hall.  He  joins  Brooks  Robinson, 
Eddie  Mathews  and  Pie  Traynor 
as  the  only  third  basemen  elected 
by  the  writers  association;  the 
others  made  it  through  other 
committees. 

The  former  Philadelphia  Phil¬ 
lies  star,  a  12-time  All-Star  who 


earned  10  Gold  Gloves  for  field¬ 
ing  and  had  1,595  RBIs  in  his 
career  from  1972-89,  will  be  en¬ 
shrined  at  the  hall  in  Cooper- 
stown,  New  York,  in  ceremonies 
July  30. 

None  of  the  other  38  eligible 
players  came  close  to  election.  It 
took  75  percent  (345  votes)  to 
make  it,  and  300-game  winners 
PhD  Niekro  (286  votes)  and  Don 
Sutton  (264)  fell  far  short  as  car¬ 
ryover  candidates.  Tony  Perez 
(259  votes)  also  missed. 


Cole  signs  for  Man  Utd 
in  record-breaking  deal 


muui  ( 

The  GM,  a  union  official  and  an  agent  familiar 
with  the  talks  all  suggested  that  the  free  agency  issue 
remained  the  major  sticking  point  in  negotiations. 
But  Ottawa  Senators  owner  Rod  Bryden  told  CBC 
Newsworld  yesterday  that,  while  final  details  were 
to  be  worked  out,  be  felt  the  deal  was  done. 

•*I  do  not  feel  this  is  a  big  win  for  ownership,”  he 
said  in  a  television  interview  from  Ottawa.  “I  think 
it  is  an  essential  change  for  the  sport  of  hockey." 

Most  of  the  issues  -  including  salary  arbitration,  a 
rookie  salary  cap  and  the  right  to  reopen  the  con¬ 
tract  -  apparently  were  resolved  during  the  more 
than  20  hours  of  talks,  leaving  free  agency  as  the 
trouble  spot. 

The  Canadian  Press  reported  Tuesday  that  an 
agreement  could  include  a  draft  age  of  19,  a  sliding 
free-agency  scale  from  32  to  30  years  of  age  and  a 
one-time  lump  stun  of  retroactive  p3y  to  each  team. 


LONDON  (Reuter)  -  Andy  Cole 
became  British  soccer’s  most  ex¬ 
pensive  player  yesterday,  joining 
Manchester  United  from  New¬ 
castle  and  declaring:  “I  wouldn’t 
have  gone  anywhere  else.” 

The  23 -year-old  striker  signed 
for  the  champions  in  a  £6  million 
deal  with  Northern  Irish  interna¬ 
tional  winger  Keith  Gillespie, 
valued  at  £1  million,  heading  in 
the  other  direction. 

Cole,  who  has  signed  a  514- 
year  contract  which  will  keep  him 
at  United  until  the  year  2000,  be¬ 
came  the  27th  player  bought  by 
Alex  Ferguson  in  his  eight  years 
in  charge. 

The  United  manager,  who  has 
now  spent  around  £32  million 
since  taking  over  at  Old  Trafford, 
said:  “We  were  surprised  when 
we  did  oot  get  a  rebuff  from  Ke¬ 
vin  Keegan  when  I  spoke  to  him 
on  Friday. 

“We  started  negotiations  be¬ 
cause  Kevin  was  interested  in 
Keith  Gillespie  and  veiy  keen  to 
have  him.  At  that  point  we  had  to 
reconsider  because  he's  a  good 
young  player,  but  sometimes  you 
have  to  give  something  to  get 
something.” 

United’s  chief  executive  Mar¬ 
tin  Edwards  described  himself  as 
“absolutely  delighted”  to  wel¬ 
come  Cole,  who  has  scored  68 
goals  in  his  22  months  at  St. 
James'  Park. 

Although  Cole  has  not  hit  the 
target  in  his  last  nine  games,  he  is 
widley  recognized  as  a  quality- 
striker. 

Cole  said:  “It’s  a  brilliant 
move.  I'm  excited  about  the 
things  that  will  hopefully  come 
from  it  over  the  next  five  years. 

“It  was  a  big  shock  -  to  yon 
press  boys  as  much  as  me  -  be¬ 
cause  I  didn't  think  Newcastle 
would  sell  me  to  an  English 
club.” 

Keegan  said:  “The  deal  was 

Utd  downs 
short-handed 
Sheffield 
in  FA  Cup 

SHEFFIELD  (AP)  -  Late  goals 
from  Mark  Hughes  and  Eric  Can¬ 
tona  ended  an  hour  of  frustration 
for  Manchester  United  against 
short-handed  Sheffield  United 
Monday  as  the  holder  gained  a  2- 
0  victory  to  reach  the  fourth 
round  of  the  English  FA  Cup. 

The  home  team  was  down  to  10 
players  after  Charlie  Hartfield 
was  sent  off  for  aiming  a  punch  at 
Cantona  in  the  15th  minute. 

The  Reds,  confusingly  wearing 
blue  and  white  stripes  to  avoid  a 
color  clash  with  Sheffield,  wasted 
a  series  of  chances  before  Hughes 
headed  a  goal  in  the  80th  minute 
and  Cantona  netted  the  second 
with  a  well-judged  chip  two  min¬ 
utes  later. 

The  result  may  be  a  good  omen 
for  Alex  Ferguson’s  team,  which 
now  mec,ts  giant-killer  Wrexham 
at  home  in  the  fourth  round.  The 
last  three  times  it  has  beaten 
Sheffield  United  in.  the  competi¬ 
tion,  it  has  gone  on  to  win  the 
trophy. 


£6-MILL10N  MAN  -  Andy  Cole  joined  Manchester  United 
yesterday,  becoming  British  soccer’s  most  expensive  player^AP) 


too  good  to  turn  down.” 

_  He  believes  Gillespie  could  bo- 
come  the  best  of  his  generation. 

“He's  possibly  the  best  young¬ 
ster  I’ve  seen  in  the  game  in  the 
three  years  since  I  came  back.” 

Newcastle  looks  set  to  make  a 
renewed  bid  for  Crystal  Palace’s 
Chris  Armstrong  and  Keegan 
may  also  renew  his  interest  in 


Queen’s  Park  Rangers’  England 
striker  Les  Ferdinand. 

On  Tyneside,  Cole’s  dramatic 
move  was  greeted  with  disbelief. 
Protesting  fans  jammed  the  club 
switchboard  and  flooded  local  ra¬ 
dio  stations  with  calls.  Keegan 
himself  was  confronted  by  angry 
supporters  who  gathered  at  the 
ground. 


SPORTS  BRIEFS 

FIFA  dismisses  key  officials 

FIFA  announced  yesterday  that  it  had  relieved  media  chief 
Guido  Tognoni  and  competitions  director  Miguel  Galan  from 
their  duties 'with  immediate  effect.  ,  .  ?  . ,  ■ 

Worldsoccer’s  poveming  body.  in  a  terse  statement,  yud _ 

the  decision  was  made  “by  President  Joao  Haveiange  in  ~ 
agreement  with  FIFA  General  Secretary  Joseph  Blatter 
concerning  the  reorganization  of  FIFA’s  general  secretariat” 

Tiberias  Marathon  today 

Ethiopia’s  Ahmed  Hussein  is  the  favorite  to  win  the  18th 
Tiberias  Marathon  to  be  run  this  morning  along  the  shores  of 
the  KinnereL 

If  the  22-year-old  Ethiopian  wins  today,  it  will  be  his  third 
victory  in  the  event.  He  won  the  14th  Tiberias  marathon  in  1990 
when  he  was  only  IS-yeare-old,  docking  2  hours,  18  minutes 
and  55  seconds. 

Last  year  he  finished  ahead  of  the  pack  in  the  outstanding 
time  of  2:1452,  the  second-fastest  marathon  ever  ran  in  Israel 
That  is  surpassed  only  by  the  coarse  record  of  2:14.02  set  by 
South  African  Keci  Shaw  in  1978. 

Some  300  people  are  expected  to  take  part,  mdudinga  large 
contingent  from  the  UN  forces.  Joel  Gordin 

Bonnie  Blair  AP  Female  Athlete  of  Year 

Bonnie  Blair,  the  world’s  greatest  female  speedskater  and 
America’s  wmoingest  Winter  Olympian,  was  named  The 
Associated  Press  1994  Female  Athlete  of  the  Year  yesterday. 

Blair  won  her  fifth  overall  gold  medal  at  the  LDlehammer 
Games  in  February  after  dominating  the  sport  for  nearly  a 
decade. 


beats 
Australia; 
Gough  hurt 


MELBOURNE  (Renter)  -  En¬ 
gland,  which  lost  fast  bowler  Dar¬ 
ren  Gough  with  a  stress  fracture 
of  his  left  foot  before  he  bowled  a 
h»nr  recovered  to  beat  Australia 
by  37  runs  in  the  World  Series 
match  yesterday. 

Gough  was  carried  off  after 
polling  up  as  he  tried  to  bowl  the 
first  ball  of  the  Anstrafia  innings 
with  Mark  Taylor’s  ade  charing 
226  for  victory. 

But  despite  Gough’s  absence, 
and  the.  loss  of  one  of  their  best 
fielders,  Neil  Fair-brother,  who 
damaged  his  right  shoulder  in  the 
early  -  stages  of  the  home  ride’s 
chase,  England  rallied  to  bowl 
Australia  oot  for  188  in  48  overs 
with  Angus  Fraser  taking  four  for 
22. 

Gough  had  earlier  played  an  V 
important  part  in  helping  Ek- 
gfanri  teach  225  for  eight  in  its  50 
overs  after  it  had  won  the  toss. 

The  Yorkshire  all-rounder 
made  45  in  49  balls  and  helped 
Graeme  Hick  add  74  for  the  sev¬ 
enth  wicket  in  15  overs  after  Mi¬ 
chael  Atherton’s  side  had 
stumped  to  142  for  six. 

Hick  made  91  in  120  bails,  Fair- 
brother  scored  35,  whilst  Austra¬ 
lia  seams-  Glenn  McGrath  Im¬ 
pressed  with  the  bail,  taking  four 
for  25.  . 

Hick,  who  was  named  man  of 
the  match,  also  did  weft  with  the 
ball,  when  Gough’s,  absence 
meant  he  and  Graham  Gooch 
were  pressed  into  prolonged  ser¬ 
vice  with  the  ball 

Hick  took  three  for  41  in  10 
overs;  and  despite  a  one-day  best 
effort  of  56  from  Australia  wicket¬ 
keeper  Ian  Heal  y,  England  se¬ 
cured  a  corafbrtahte  win,  its  first 
against  Australia  on  the  tour,  in 
front  of  73£82  fans. 


England  Iiminaa" 

OGoocfr  c  TaytJf  b  McGrath  ..... — — 2 
MJMhartonc  S-Waugn  n  M.Waugh  —14 

GJticfcc Fleming brama  . —81 

GJtarpe  c  Haa&  b  M.Waugh  ...... — N J 

N. Fatorother  c  Hedy  b  Warn© ... _ ._35 

J.Crawtey  c  Healy  b  McGrath  — - 2 

S.Rhodes  Jbw  McGrato  _ 2 

O. Gcugh  b  McGrath _ _ _ 45 

PJteFreitas  not  out 

SJJetai  ooc  oot  — i— 

Extras JM,  to-ttL 

Total  (for  B  wickets,  50  avers]  ,.—225 
Felt  1-1 1  Ml  3-44  4-133  5-138  6-142  7- 
216  8-223.  ' 

Wd  not  bat  AJFrasor. 

Bowfing:  DBemtog  lO-l-38-O  (w-4),  G. 
McGrath  1G-1-2S-4  (w-TJ.  M.Waugh  70-1- 
43-2  (nfr-2};  VBame  KKW7-2  (w-T),  Rob¬ 
ertson  50-38-0,  Law  50020. 

Australia  borings 

M.Taytof  c  Rhodes  b  Fraser  — — — 6 

M. Slater  b  Baser  2 

M.Wauflh  b  Kck _ -41 

S.  Waugh  c  Rhodes  b  Fraser - .0 

SXaw  c  and  b  Udal  _ _ 17 

□Aon  b  Hick - 2S 

I.Heafy  c  Atherton  b  Hick  .58 

GuRobotson  run  out _ 1 

SuWame  b  Baser  .1.— - ; - —21 

D.  Fleming  not  out - —5 

GJMc&ath  h  PaFjpites - ; - JO 

Extras  (WO)  — _ - _ — _ 3 

Total  (48  own) _ ; _ 188 

Fb&  of  wickets;  1 -3  2-16  3-19  402  576  5 
126  7-131  8-173  9-178. 


... - „.6 

_ 2 

. —41 

... ....  i.  .Q 

_ 17 

_ ,~26 

—.-—58 


32-1 ,  Gooch  100-500  (wO),  Udal  51.-45 
1,  Hick  10-7-41-3. 

Resat  England  won  by  37  urns.  . 

Next  match:  January  12,  Ausbafia  A  v  En¬ 
gland,  in  Sydney. 


SCOREBOARD 

BASKETBALL  -  Latvia  Riga  best  Hapod 
Td  Avjv  85-70  tan  night  b  tfaeEsropci* 
Cop  final  pool 


Quality  Classifieds 


RATES 


PRICES  ARE  AS  FOLLOWS  -  All  rates 
include  VAT:. 

Single  Weekday  -  NIS  87.75  for  10  words 
(minimum),  each  additional  won!  NIS  177 
FRIDAY  and  HOUDAY  EVE-NiS  12170 
for  10  words  (minimum);  each  additional 
word  NIS  12.87. 

MONDAY,  WEDNESDAY  end  FRIDAY 
(Package)  -  NIS  198.90,  Bach  additional 
wont  NlS  19.89. 

WEEK  RATE  (6  insertions  -  NIS  257.40; 
each  additional  word  NIS  25.74. 

FOUR  FRIDAYS  NIS  339.30  tor  10  words 
(minimum)  each  additional  word  -  NIS 
33.93. 

MONTHLY  (24  insertions)  NIS  526.50  10 
words  (minimum)  each  additional  word  - 
NIS  52.65 

DEADLINES  offices: 

Jerusalem-  weekdays  -  12  noon  the  day 
before  publication;  for  Friday  and  Sunday 
-  6  p.m.  on  Thursday. 

Tel  Aviv  and  Haifa-  weekdays  - 12  noon, 
2  days  before  publlcationfor  Friday  and 
Sunday  -4  p.m.  Thursday  In  Tel  Avfv  and 
12  noon  Thursday  in  Haifa. 


GENERAL 


BED  &  BREAKFAST  In  Jerusalem,  short 
term  rentals,  Jerusalem  Lodges  Ltd.  P.O. 
Box  4233  91044  Jerusalem.  *  02-611745 
FAX:  02-81 B541.  oina 

SERVICES 


HEALTH _ 

VEGA  TESTING,  ACUPUNCTURE,  com¬ 
pter  homeopathy.  USE  Oteengoff  St,  Tel 
Aw.  p  03-5232986.  mm 

_ GENERAL 

FRENCH  MEDIUM.  PARAPSYCHOLO¬ 
GY,  foretelling  the  future,  cards,  tarots  and 
astrology,  healing.  Only  French,  Italian. 
English,  Romanian.  «  03-52241 19.  mm 


DWELLINGS 

WHERE  TO  STAY 

JERUSALEM  INN  GUESTHOUSE  Fam¬ 
ily-rooms  with  private  bathroom,  reason- 
able  rates,  city  center.  «  02-252757,  fax; 
02-251297 

-  — - 01*83 

INN  PLACES  LTD.  affordable  home  bed  & 
breakfast,  self-catering  apis.,  country¬ 
wide,  choice  locations.  Tel/Fax  09- 

576204,  P.O.B.  577.  Herzflya. 

- - - - - - - ■  0I3SB9 

EILAT-  Cottage  vacation  fiat  -  NIS60  per 
person.  Minimum  two.  07-332911. 

— -  —  -  ,  giazii 

JERUSALEM,  PRIVATE,  LUXURIOUS 
suites  in  hotetfapartment  building,  Excel¬ 
lent  location  &  prices.  « (£-418015.  NS. 

_  - _  —  — — oissa 

tq_marrv.  attain,..  ihaT  wouW.Jiot  V.  ‘  “As 


Engush,  Romanian,  tr  03-52241 19.  mm 

SITS.  VAC- 

HOUSEHOLD  HELP 

PHIUPINE  NURSES  avarfabe  (live-in),  if 
you  are  sick,  disabled  or  elderly  Call 
Amps  placements  (Israel}  Ltd.  v  03- 
238293,  5284382.  m*» 

_ GENERAL _ 

WRITER  FOR  BOOK  PROJECT,  terae- 
tfUSA.  interviews  urtfl  January  14.  Send 
CV/phone  number  to  P.O.B.  4590.  Jerusa¬ 
lem-  91B817 

PURCHASE/SALE  ““ 

_ WANTED 

BUYING  ANTIQUES,  old  furniture,  and  en¬ 
tire  household  contents,  tr  03-6831724. 

019*70 


_ FOR  SALE _ 

COMPLETE  HOUSE  CLEARANCE,  good 
English  furniture,  antiques.  Pointings,  car¬ 
pets,  6ta  n  09-572235,  »  » 

we  have  "no,  exnectarton  _huntii 


PERSONALS 

MATRIMONIAL 

50  (F),  attractive,  French  intellectual.  En¬ 
glish  speaker,  interested  in  kind,  clever, 
good  position  (m),  up  to  60,  refebte.  To 
M.F.,  P.O.B.  102  Azur  58009.  mwn 


JERUSALEM 


-  DWELLINGS 

01MM  RENTALS 

CENTER,  2.5  furnished:  REHAV1A,  fur- 
1,  nished  studio  apartment,  short/long  term. 

10L0.  g02-6H52S. _ ^ 

teaf*  JERUSALEM  CENTEH,  2-STOREY 

toHan'  TOWNHOUSE,  2  bedrooms,  from  Febrn- 

o>m  ary  beautifully  designed,  furnished,  quiet 

—  MERHAV  REAL  ESTATE  SALES  AND 
MANAGEMENT,  661595. 

*  — - * —  - - - — -  own 

TOURISTS  ■  short-term,  cozy,  2-room  apt. 
German  Colony.  FuUy  equipped,  ground 

—  ■■  floor,  immedate.  «  02-715067. 

M-rt  If  ~  "  . .  . — . m*94 

„  c-n  YEMIN  MOSHE,  charming,  fully  furnished, 

1  AO.  private  garden,  tong  term,  $1,500  'MON- 

TEFIORE  REALTY3  02-252071 

— — - — - -  ■■■  - — - — - — -oiasn 

1  BEDROOM,  LIVING-ROOM,  kitchen, 
furnished.  Close  to  theater.  Arab-styte. 

—  S7Q0.  TflL  02-438688.  swan 

sS  SALES 

eruaa-  - - 

9,8817  ALQN  SKVUT  (Gush  EtztanJ,  6  rooms,  2 

.  stories,  double  conveniences,  view.  135 

j _  sq  m.,  $140,000.  02-931136. 

-  - — — — - Cl  9009 

TALBfEH,  unique  penthouse,  6-  rooms, 
huge  terrace  overlooking  the  Otd  City, 

111  Shabbat  elevator.  'Ambassador*  02- 

mden-  BlBIOl. 

31724.  ~  ■  ■  . . — ■■■  ■  —  01BM3 

oi9*7o  ITALIAN  COLONY,  Last  few  choice  luxury 

i  —  apartments.  Parking,  garden,  balconies. 

On  private  tend.  From  $250,000.  e-  02- 
___  617868, 02-666571. 

i,  good  YEMIN  MOSHE  ,  elegant,  renovated 

s.  car-  home,  vaulted  ceilings,  garden,  view. 

mw  -MONTEFIORE  REALTY'  02-252071 

huntinp  snrLmrnitrv  life  Th<»  re...  in.lORS. 


ROOMMATES 

RELIGIOUS  GIRL  in  Qiryat  Moshe  Is  look¬ 
ing  for  a  roomate  in  3  room  furnished 
apartment  Rachel  «  03-5251401  (9am- 
5pm),  02-514285  evenings.  oiMra 

HOUDAY  APTS? 

CENTER.  R  EH  AVIA:  furnished  apart¬ 
ments,  shorMong  term. «  02-611525 

- — — -  — — —  019*83 

EARLYBIRD  DISCOUNT!  want  beloveds 
here  Spring,  Pesach  ?  Luxurious  apart¬ 
ment  hotel  Tef  07-373941  oi«re 

Services 

_ GENERAL 

HALAKHIC  RESEARCH  in  modem  Re- 
sponsa  Tshuvot  for  everything  -  call  Sha¬ 
lom  02-519-220.  oi83» 

SITS.  VAC. 

HOUSEHOLD  HELP 

AU  PAIR,  RESPONSIBLE,  non-emoWng, 
for  hou8ekeeping/chftd  care.  Live-In  or  out, 
wonderful  home.  *  02-870981. 

— - - - - — — — —  019141 

NEEDED:  LIVE-IN  help  for  an  elderly  lady 
In  Jerusalem,  no  cooking.  TeL  02-825862 
(NS).  03-5706623  (NS)  oisws 

_ GENERAL _ 

CHINESE  RESTAURANT  SEEKS:  waL 
tefsAv&rtressss,  kitchen  aide,  &  cleaner,  6 
days  per  week,  including  Friday  &  Satur¬ 
day.  9  02-732432. 

- - -  019444 

BAYTT  VEGAN  DENTAL  PRACTICE  re¬ 
quires  a  full-time  secretary,  v  02-430952. 


PURCHASE/SALE 

FOR  SALE 

ELECTRIC  BED,  "AMINACH*  adjustable , 
like  new!  Tel  02-817507  (eve)  **» 


VEHICLES 

PASSPORT 

VOLVO  STATION  WAGON  GLE-940, 
1993,  Hke  new,  for  new  immigrant  tr  02- 
635220  evenings.  own 


TEL  AVIV 


DWELLINGS 

RENTALS 

NORTHERN  AREA,  luxurious  4-5  room 
apartments,  long-term.  "Yael  Realtors11 
(Maldan).  «  03-8426253. 

. .  . . . — — —  -  — - 01MB 

FOR  TOURISTS,  suite,  fully  furnished, 
lorigfehcrt-tenn.  tr  03-5238173  (private) 

018504 

13ALES 

SAVYON,  In  the  elegant  neighborhood  of 
villas,  luxurious  viUa  for  sate.  Deh  Bolton 
Real  Estate,  -a  03-5343358. 

— — —  —  —i  ■  —  0183H 

RAMAT  AVIV  G1MMEL,  4  spacious,  air 
conffitioned,  modem  kitchen,  elevator, 
parking.  *Yaal  Realtor’  (Maldan),  w  03- 
6426253, _ mm 

WHERE  TO  STAY 

TAL  B&B  INTEL  AVIV,  bed  and  breakfast, 
short  term  rentaMn  Tei  Aviv  area  Tei  03- 
322897,  03-5715172,  Tel/Fax:  03316575 

mam 


BUSINESS  OFFERS 


In  RAMAT  GAN,  Twin  Towers,  luxurious 
office,  5520,lmmecfiflte  use.  v  00-851328, 
03-494699.  aius 


SERVICES 


HEBREW CENTER.  Intensive,  private  les¬ 
sons.  AH  languages.  Tutoring jiupfls.  Psy¬ 
chometric  preparations.  TeL  03-5227956; . 
02-388383.  Oimks 


SITS.  VAC. 


OFFICE  STAFF 

ENGLISH  TYPIST,  experienced  tn  ArB  *2 
andfoc  Word,  for  interesting,  temporary 
work,  w  03-7527813. 

- - — - - - - - (MOD 

BHJNGUAL  SECRETARY,  command  of 
both  languages  +  typing,  for  Interesting, 
fofl-time  fob,  Immediately,  n  03-7514212. 

oldest 


HOUSEHOLD  HELP 

ARE.  YOU  AN  EurbpeafVSouth  African/Far 
East  GW??  We  have'  Au  Pair/Nariny/Hous- . 


long-term,  tive-irVouL  -Very  attractive 


Wed  9-2pm  w  03-61 
tr  03-5771944. 


AD  other  hours 


The  ^  AGENCY*  tote  monft  to  Inviting 
35-45  lucky  Bflpinos  to  work  as  caragtors. 
If  you  are  interested  in  inviting  a  retaSve  for 
the  best  Job  with  very  good  oorafitians,  caO 
US.  tr  03-54441779,  03-5441468,  07- 
712827.  ■ 

'  — —  111  1  019170 

HIGH  SALARYHJ  And  good  conditions  for 
pteasant  Aupalr,  BvcHn.  «  03-5223969  , 


■FULLTIME  SECRETARY  for  manaoe- 
ment  Exoeltert  English,  mother  taunge 
spoken  Hebrew.  «  <S- 

6981111  Rina. 

SOUTH  AFRICAN  warm  and  genti^Aj 
Pair  needed  for  generous  English  tamfiy. 
central  Tel  Aviv,  live*.  050,  -=  Q3- 
291746  (Jackie) 


PURCHASE/SALE 

-.  '  FOR  SALE  .  - 

CANON  PLAIN  PAPER  FAX  ♦  Pioneer 


SHARON  AREA 


RENTALS 

HERZUYA  PrTUAH,  LUXURIOUS  VILLA, 
long-term.  Also  for  diplomats.  *  09- 
540994/  09-552892. 

- - — - - - - 0M»4 

HERZLIYA  PITUAH,  3-t»droam  furnished 
apartment,  balcony,  very  quktt,  garden. 
Tel  09-570433  (agent). 

--'  •i-..—  ....  . .  D1MBB 

WIDE  SELECTION  of  unfurnished  houses 
for  rent  Long-term,  in  Herzfiya  Pttoach. 
Moran  Real  Estate  *  09-572759.  mss 

SALES 

CAESAR IA.  LUXURIOUS  VILLA,  new, 
pr®.'.  a/c,  central  heating  +  vacuum  dean- 
*9.  sea  view,  5750.000.  0&-363261/09- 


"  .columnist  Ann  Landers  and  eo^fo  w  .feature  section,  ffir^  jjjy'T  ;  ~ 


■■  ■  —  . mazib 

HS^YA*  PfTUAH,  prestigious  greet, 
cumam  +  house,  option  of  additional  unit 
utamReal  Estate  u  09-589611.  mm 

BUSINESS  OFFERS 

SCCSJ^NT  OPPORTUNfTY,  OPTOME¬ 
TRIST  practice  for  sale,  owner  travelling 
ov^e.  Steve,  09*40712  (W);  03- 

SITS.  VAC. 

Nay,  DYNAMIC  HI-TECH  COMPANY 
footoig^  to  SECRFTAHY/ADMINISTRA- 
TjVE  ASSISTANT,  mother-tongue  En- 
gftoh,  with  ^xxi  knowledge  of  Hebrew, 
wrjJjteBrflterate, fufl-time position  only. * 

HOUSEHOLD  HELP  . 

HOUSBKEEPERS.METAPLCrT,  AU  PAIR 
+  raromrotoidafions  for  Sharon  area,  lor 
ajRabte,  ImtiMdlate  emptaymert.  *  03- 

*  CBM* 


HAIFA  &  NORTH 


SITS.  WANTED  ; 

WI£*eiWOMAN  INTHffiSreDln  waft  .  r 
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Foracairt  :Partiy  doudy  in  the  Nonh  and 
Gamer.  Clear  m  the  South.  . 

AROUND  THE  WORLD 

LAW  MQH 
C  P  C  r 
.02  36  07  44 
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WHERE  TO  GO 


JERUSALEM 

Conducted  Tours 

HEBREW  UNIVERSITY.  Toure  of  the 
Mount  Scopus  campus,  in  English,  daily 
Sun.-Thur,  11  a.m.  horn  Bronfman  Re¬ 
caption  Centre,  Sherman  Administra¬ 
tion  Bldg.  Buses  4a,  S,  23,  26,  28.  For 
info,  caH  882819. 

AMT  Women.  For  a  free  conducted 
tour  of  our  installations,  call  Jerusalem 
619222;  Tel  Aviv  5233154,  Hours:  8:00 
hjtl-1  :30  p.m-,  Sun.-Thur. 

TEL  AVIV 


TEL  AVIV  MUSEUM  OF  ART.  Conrad 
FeHxmultor:  hfis  Dresden  Years,  explo¬ 
ration  of  the  work  of  a  German  Expres¬ 
sionist  artistOKeffo  HaringOl6th-l9th 
Cent  European  Art^lmprassionism, 
Post-4  mpmssionismOThe  School  of 
ParisOThe  Moshe  and  Sara  Mayer  - 
Col  1.0 Scti lptureO 20th  cent  Modem 
Masters  -  Mlzne-Blumental  Coll.OEd- 
vard  Munch,  selected  printsOtoraeli  Art 
-  A  Historic  PresantatiooOFrom  New 
Horizons  Onward.  KLENA  RUBM- 
STEM  PAVILION  FOR  CONILMPO- 
RARY  ART.  Asirt  JUju-Shaki»^The 
Motif  of  Cactus  In  teraefi  ArfJ^WMaso. 
Hours:  Weekdays  10:00'  iun.-&jRjp. 
'Tue..  10  arnl-10  pjn.  FriJ,  Sat4  10:00 
a,m.-2:00  pan.  Art  Edncedoa  Center, 
TeL  691 91 55. 

OUT.  To  visit  our  technological  High 
Schools,  call  Jerusalem  513141;  ..Tel 
Aviv  5203222,  5203293;  Netanya 
823744. 

WEBOl  To  visit  our  projects  cal  I  Tel  Aviv 
6823819;  Jerusalem  256060;.  Haifa 
388817. 

HAIFA 

WHAT'S  ON  IN  HAIFA,  dial  04- 

374253- 


GENERAL 

ASSISTANCE 


EMERGENCY 

PHARMACIES 

Jerusalem:  Rina  Pharm,  31  David  Yel- 
lin.  383788;  Balsam,  Sal  ah  e-Din. 
272315;  Shuafat,ShuafatRoad,810108; 
Dar  Aldawa.  Herod's  Gate,  282058. 

Tel  Aviv:  Lav  HaTr.  69  Ahad  Ha'am, 
560-3862;  Kupat  Hofim  Cliilit,  7-9  Am¬ 
sterdam.  5232383.  Till  3  aon.  Thursday: 
Ben-Yehuda,  142  Ben- Yehuda.  52235®. 
Till  midnight  Superpharm  Aamat  Aviv, 
40  Einstein.  6413730. 

Rn*anana  KtoSavc  Shor-Tabaclmik, 
3  Netiv  Ha'avot,  Kfar  Sava.  42585a 
Nets  ary:  Hamagen,  13  Weizmartn, 
822985. 

Knyot  area:  Harman,  4  Simtat  Mo¬ 
di  "m,  Kbyst  MotzWn,  70/770/3. 

Haifa:  Balfour.  1  Massada,  622289. 

•  Havzliya:  Ctal  Pharm.  Bait  Merkaam,  6 
Maskit  (cnr.  Sderot  Hagellm),  Hemiya 
Pituah,  558472.  568407.  Open  9  a.m.  to 

•  midnight  __ 

Uppm  NaxaraHu  Clel  Pharni,  Lev  Hair 

Mall,  570468.  Open  9  a.m.  to  10  p.m. 

DUTY  HOSPITALS 

•  Jerusalem:  Hadassah  Eln  Karem  On- 
temaL  surgery,  obstetrics,  ophthalmol¬ 
ogy,  ENT);  Hadassah  Mt  Scopus  (or- 

•  thopedlcs);  Shaare  Zedefc  (peefiatnes). 

In  case  of  heart  attack,  attempted  resus¬ 
citation,  snake  bite  or  scorpion  sting,  go 

•  immediatety  to  nearest  hospital. 

-  Tal  Avhr.  Tel  Aviv  Medical  Center  (pe¬ 
diatrics,  internal,  surgery). 

.  Netanya:  Laniado. 


POLICE 

FIRE 

FIRST  AID 


100 

102 

101 


Haffa*  512233 
Hatzor*  920333 
Hoion*  9511111 
Jerusalem'  523133 


CRITIC'S  CHOICE 


Britain’s  EndeOion  String  Quartet  win  touring  the  country. 


(Richard  HoU) 


ENGLISH  THEATER 


Helen  Kaye 


CONSTERNATION  reigns  back  stage  at  the 
opera  when  famous  tenor  Tito  MoreUi  (Yossi 
Borovsky)  looks  as  though  he’s  gone  to  the  next 
world  just  before  he’s  to  go  on  stage  in  this  one. 
Not  to  worry,  plucky  Max  (Murray  Rosovsky) 
will  cover.  Ken  Ludwig’s  hilarious  farce,  Lend 
Me  a  Tenor ,  has  the  usual  number  of  doors  that 
people  keep  popping  in  and  out  of  and  an  unusu¬ 
al  quota  of  laughs.  An  Haifa  English  Theater 
production  at  the  Haifa  Museum  tonight  at  8:30. 

CLASSICAL  MUSIC 

Michael  Ajzenstadt 

THE  EndeOion  String  Quartet,  one  of  Britain’s 
leading  chamber  music  ensembles,  returns  for 
the  first  time  since  its  successful  tour  two  years 
ago- 

It  opens  on  Saturday  at  the  WIZO  Hall  in 
Haifa,  performing  Schubert’s  Death  and  the 
Maiden,  Beethoven’s  Sixth  Quartet  (Op.  18,  No. 
6)  and  Michael  Tippett’s  Second  Quartet.  The 
same  program  is  repeated  Sunday  in  Beersheba. 

The  EndeOion  performs  the  Beethoven  quar¬ 
tet,  and  Schumann’s  and  Benjamin  Britten's 
third  quartets  next  Tuesday  in  Kfar  Sava;  on 
Wednesday  in  Karmiel,  the  Schumann  is  re¬ 
placed  by  Schubert’s  C  major  Quintet  with  Israe¬ 
li  cellist  HUld  Zori.  All  perfonri&rce^ahy  at&:30: 


At  8:30  p.m.  Saturday  at  the  Tel  Aviv  Muse¬ 
um,  flutist  Yossi  Arnheim,  cellist  Marcel  Berg¬ 
man  and  pianist  Irit  Rob- Levi  perform  music  by 
Beethoven,  Poulenc.  Weber  and  Marti nu. 

_  DANCE _ 

Michael  Ajzenstadt 

THE  Jerusalem  contemporary  dance  series  con¬ 
tinues  at  9  p.m.  Saturday  at  the  Bama  theater 
where  Arie  Burstein  presents  an  evening  of  im¬ 
provisation  which  concludes  with  a  jam  session. 
Nimrod  Reed  presents  the  premiere  of  his  Red 
Line  tonight  at  8:30  at  the  Tel  Aviv  Museum. 
This  dance-theatre-music  opus  features  dancers 
Anat  Shamgar,  Maya  Dunsky,  Arie  Burstein, 
Orly  Portal  and  Sharon  Levi  and  musicians  Shani 
Dayan,  Jean  Claude  Jones,  Albert  Amar  and 
Motti  AdonL 

TELEVISION 

penny  Starr 

ONE  in  12  Americans  lives  in  a  mobile  home. 
Today’s  Equinox  looks  at  the  unusual  culture  of 
houses  on  wheels  from  the  interior  design  to  the 
campsites  to  the  communities  that  grow  up 
around  them.  If  you’re  not  home  (with  or  with¬ 
out  wheels)  at  4  p.m.  today,  set  your  videos  for 
Equinox  on  die  Discovery  Channel.  Tune  to 
Channel  2  at  7  p.m.  Yona  Elyan-Keshet  hosts 
i  Style,  an  informative  magazine  that  shows  how 
I'tbe  other  the  half  lives. 

- '\Ut  •  ’  —  •  '  -n.i 


CINEMA 


Msgon  David  Adam  - 

In  emergencies  dial  101  (K«bnrw)  orflll 
(English)  m  most  parts  of  country,  in 

Ashdod*  551333  KarniW*  38SS5S 

Ashkekxi  551332  "SJESin?*1* 

Sat  Yarn*  5511111  ■#1IvL«m 

Beenhato*  274767  K.  Simona  * Ww* 
SSmah  523133  Wajwffg  . 

Dan  Raflion-  5793333 
EBat*  372333  C?h2!f5aS 

SSS?M« 

Sated  920333 
Td  Aviv*  5460111 

Jwunlsm*  523133  flbaria**  78011 1 

*  Mobil*  haandva  Care  Unit  (MKXII  »«vfea  In 
tin  area,  around  tin  dock. 

Medical  help  for  Tourists  fin  English) 
177-022-9110 

fc  ■  lam  610303,  Tel  Aviv  5461111 

'  ’  VOUth  6961113),  Haifa  67^222,  Boerehe- 

ba  281128.  Natanya  625110. 
f  9988770,  Kfar  Sava  974556,  Hadsra 

•  346781  _ 

•  Wfzo  badi»M  tor  battered  womw 

02-514111,  03-6461133  (atao  m  Riw- 
atanl.  07-375310,  08^50606  (also  In 
Amharic).  _  ,  .  T  . 

:  Rape  Criaie  Center  {24  hour*),  Tel 
l  Avhr  5234819. 5449191  Imw), 
tem  514465,  Haifa  660111,  Eilat  31977. 
TheTiaGonaTPoieen  Cwrtwrf  Center 
’  at  Rambami  Hospital  .04^28205,  ror 

•  emergency  ealta  24  hours  -a  day,  for 
»  - information-in 'tose.  of  oolaoiring-  „  . 


JERUSALEM 

C84EMATHEQUE  Paece  Ctironlctes  7  * 
Bad  Gbls  950  *  Meyer  of  Berlin  930  * 
Lady  WMamara's  Fan  930  G.G.  GIL 
Jemaahxn  Mafl  QHaBW)  «  78B448  TtM 
River  WBd  4^0,  7,  930  +  The  Real 
McCoy*  Eratz  Hadaaha  430.  7.  930  * 
Exotica  7. 930  ★  Format  Gump  430, 7, 
9-AS  *  Menrtan  WRh  the  Vampire*  Dto- 
doeura  430, 7.i5, 9-/45  *  Tkmcop*The 
SpecfaHat  430  JERUSALEM  THEATER 
Germinal  9  *  UMknma  7.  930  RAV 
CHEN'1-7  »  792799  Credit  Card  Raaer- 
vatlona  *  794477  Rav-Mecher  Building, 
19  Ha'onian  St,  Talplot  The  Stran’a 
Song*N)ghbnara  Before  Christmaa- 
•IMwr'a  Boya*Barealona  5, 730, 9*5 

*  Four  Waddlnga  and  a  Funeral  5. 730, 
9C45  *  Pulp  Fiction  4, 7, 9:45  *  Renata- 
aanca  Man  5,  7:15,  9^5  RON  1-2  » 
234704  1  Rabbi  AkJva  St  TsahM  630  * 
Bad  Qlrta  5,  7:15.  930 

TEL  AVIV 

CINEMATHEQUE  Rebel  Without  a 
Cause  7  *  An  EtecWc  Blanket  930  * 
The  Essence  of  Green  Papaqra  5,  730, 
9>15  DEKEL  «  5443200  94  Yehuda  Ha- 
maccabi  SL  It  Could  Happen  To  You 
73a  9545  DtZENGOFF  1-3  «  200485 
Ofaengoff  Carter  Gilbert  Grape  11  hjtl, 
1. 3, 5ri5, 730. 9545  *  Into  foe  Waat  1 1 
a.m.,  1.3. 5:15. 730. 9:45  *  Burnt  by  the 
Sun  11  amt,  4TI5,  7  *  True  Romanes 
9:45  DRIVE  IN  TUnecop  10  *  Sex  FHm 
12  midnight  GAN  HATR  Priscilla  5,  730. 
MS  GAT  Ranaissanoe  Man  4/45,  7:15, 
9S45G.G.  HOD  1-4 «  5223090  Hod  Pas- 
sage,  101  Dteengoff  St  The  Rhrer  WBd- 
■Prisceta*Eratz  Hadaaha  130,  430, 
730, 10  *  Fermat  Gump  1 30, 430, 7:15, 
10  MAXIM  Speed  7:15.  930  RAV- 
CHENS  5282288s  O bu*ng off  Center 
pulp  Fiction  1:15, 4:15. 7. 9:45  *  Moth¬ 
er's  Boys  1130  a.nu,  230. 5. 730, 9:45 

*  ChaamrUM  Siren's  Song  5,  730, 
9:45  *  The  Color  of  the  Night  1 1 30  a.m.t 
230.  5.  730.  9:45  RAV-OR  1-5  * 
5102674“  Opera  House  Serial  Mom- 
•Four  Weddings  and  a  FUneral*Mg»- 
mara  Before  Ovtetma9*B»cetona  5, 
730,  9:45  *  The  Lion  King  (EngBsh  tfia- 
iomie)  730,  9:45  *  The  Lion  King  (He¬ 
brew  (fiatogue)  5  G.G.  SHAHAF  1-2  9 
B271 645  Kkar  Nafflir  Forrest  Gump  4«L 
7:15.  10  *  The  River  WDd  S.  730.  10 
G.G.  TAYELET  1-3  B  5177952  2  Yora 
Hanavi  SL  The  SpecMM-TIroecop  5, 
73a  10  *  The  C&ent  5,  73a  10  G.G. 
TEL  AVIV  IS  5281 181  65  Pinsker  SL  W*- 
dosure*TTie  Real  McCoy»fot«vtaw 
Wtfi  ths  Varaphv  5,  730,  '‘O  TEL  AVIV 
MUSEUM  *  6961297  27  a«i6  Hametekh 
Boitievajd  Tha  Houas  of  Angela  5. 73a 
10  ZAPON  Exotica  5,  730.  9:45 

CARc  AMAM1  B  3257KTfa»- 
cop  7^5  +  The  Client  9|15  *  PrtacHla 
ITs,  930  CINB4A  CAFE  MORIAH  * 
242477  The  Ettsoee  of  Gnwi  Pope** 
nZite  ORLY  Ufatlm-  6*6.  9TI5 
RAV-OAT  1-2  B  674311  Pulp  Fiction 
630,  9:15 ★  Four Wedtfin08Mid la  Fo- 
mnl  4:45,  7,  9?15  RAV-MOR  1-7  B 
416899/8  Rana^WKeMareThBColor 

*  Four  Weddings  and 

8-15  *  Pulp  Fiction  4. 63a  930*  FOr- 
rast  Gump4, 045, 930  *  GBbert  appe 
779:15  RAV-OR  1-3  B  24«^ 
.  Mother’s  BayseGUbMt  Gr^sreldglti- 


mare  Before  Christmaa  4:45,  7, 
9:15 

ARAD 

STAR  The  Rhmr  Wild  7:1 5, 930*  Inter¬ 
view  With  the  Vampire  7:15,  930  *  TV- 
mecop  7ri5.  930 

ashdod 

G.G-  GIL  The  Rsel  McCoy*Int»rvtew 
vrttti  the  Vampire  43a  7:15.  9t45  *  The 
fflvsr  lMldeDlacloaureeChaaers  43a 
7:15,  045 

ASHKELON 

G.G.  GIL  bderview  with  the  Vampfer- 
a»T7w  Real  McCoyeTha  River  WUtF 
•Dfattiosuie  5,  7:15,  9:45  *  Format 
Gump  43a  7,  9:45  RAV  CHEN  t-5  B 
711223  Renateeance  Man  5, 7.15, 9:45  * 
The  Color  of  the  Night  73a  9:45  * 
Mother’s  Boys  5. 730, 9:45  *  Four  wed¬ 
dings  and  a  Funeral  9:45  *  Pulp  Fiction 
4,  7,  9:45  *  Chasers  5 
BAT  YAM 

RAV  CHBV  «  5531077  DfadosiaeeTha 
Read  McCoy  5, 7.15. 9:45  *  The  Speda- 
Rstefhe  River  WBd*Chaaara  5,  730. 
045  *  The  Color  of  the  Night  5,  730. 
9:45  *  Pulp  Fiction  7,  045 
BEERSHEBA 

G.G.  GIL  The  River  WBcfoThe  Real 
McCoyvDtsdosure  430,  7:15.  945  * 
Forrest  Gump  430. 7. 9:45  RAV-NEGEV 
1-4  tt  235278  Pulp  FtatJon  4,  7,  S45  * 
Four  Weddings  and  a  Funeral  5,  73a 
945  ★  ChaaerseRsaatetaance  Man  5. 
730,  945 
DIMONA 
MOFET  Tlmecap  8 

HERZL1YA 

COLONY  CINEMA  1-2  (MANDARIN)  tt 
6902866  Forrest  Gump  73a  10:15  * 
Four  Waddings  and  a  Funeral  730,  10 
STARtt  589068  29  Sokolov  SL  The  Rhmr 
WBd  730,  10 

HOD  HASHARON 
MOFET  tt  405616  Timaeop  7:15,  930 

KARMIEL 

CINEMA  1-3  tt  887277  Tbnecop  7, 930 

*  Forrest  Gump  63a  9TI5  *  Interview 
With  the  Vampire  645,  9:15 

KFAR  SAVA 

G-G-  GIL  The  Rhrer  WBd  4:45, 7:15, 945 

*  Dtsdosura«lntarvfew  WRh  the  Vam- 
ptaeaFbur  Weddings  and  a  Funeral 
4:45,  7:15.  945  *  Forreet  Gump  4:45, 
7:15, 10  *  The  Real  McCoy  7.T5. 9:45  ★ 
Schindler's  List  4 

KJRYAT  BIALIK 

GG.  WRYON  1-9  «  779166  ktterview 
WRh  the  Vampire  7,  930  ★  The  River 
WDdethe  Retd  McCoy* Disclosure  4:45, 
7,  930  *  The  Color  of  the  KghteFour 
Weddings  and  a  Funeral  7, 930  *  Erefe 
Hadaaha  7, 930  *  Forrest  Gump  445, 7, 
930  *  The  Lion  fGngeUonlcey  Trouble 
445  *  The  Specialist  7,  930  *  Baby's 
Day  OuteAngalaeThe  Mask  445 

KJRYAT  MALACHI 
HAWHYA  InfarvWw  With  the  Vampire  5, 
730.  930  MOFET  Tbnecop  7:15,  930 
KJRYAT  ONO 

MATNAS  Tha  Color  of  the  Nght  7, 9:15 

*  The  Upn  King  (Hebrew  efiatogue)  5 
LOD 

STAR  Tbnecop  730, 9:45  *  Dtadosure 
7:15. 945  *  Interview  With  the  Vampire 


7:15,  930 

NAHAR1YA 

HECHAL  HATARBUT  The  Siren's  Song 

an  5 

NESSZtONA 

G.G.  GIL  M  tt  404729  Dtadosure  445. 
7ri5. 9:45  ★  The  Real  McCoyelhe  Rhrer 
WUd  445,  7:15,  945  +  Forrest  Gump 
430,  7,  9:45 
NETANYA 

GG.  GIL  1-5  tt  628452  The  River  WD- 
detaterview  With  The  Vampire* Dtedo- 
sura  5, 7:15. 9:45  *  Forrest  Gump  430, 
7,  9:45  *  The  Real  McCoy  5,  7:15.  9:45 
RAV-CHEN 1-4  tt  618570  Pulp  Hctton  4, 
7.  945  *  Renaissance  Man  5.  7:15, 
9:45  ★  Four  Weddings  and  a  Funeral  5. 
730,  945  *  Mother's  Boys  5.  730, 
945 

OR  YEHUDA 

GG  GIL  The  Color  of  the  (tight  5, 7:15. 
9:45  *  Interview  Wth  the  Vamplre*Dts- 
dosura  5,  7:15,  9:45  ★  Forrest  Gump 
43a  7.  9:45 
PETAH  T1KVA 

GG  HECHAL  1-3  *9000844  The  Rhrer 
WBd  5,  7:15,  9:45  *  Dtadosure  5.  7:15. 
945  ★  Four  Wedtflngs  and  a  Funeral  5. 
7:15,  9:45  G  G.  RAM  1-3  a  9340818 
Forrest  Gump  430,  7,  9:45  *  The  Real 
McCoy  •Interview  With  the  Vampire  5, 
7:15,  945 
RA’ANANA 

MOFET  True  Romance  7J 5, 930  PARK 
Dtadosure  5,  730,  10  *  Ranatasanca 
Man  5,  730  +  Pulp  Fiction  4:15,  7. 9:45 
*  Gilbert  Grape  5,  730, 10  *  Four  Wad¬ 
dings  and  a  Funeral  10 
RAMATGAN 

RAV-GAN  1-4  ®  797121  Pulp  Fiction  4. 
7.  9:45  *  Forrest  Gump  7.  945  *  Four 
Weddings  and  a  Funeral  5, 7:15, 9:46  * 
The  Rhrer  WBd  5,  7:15,  945  *  Angels  5 
RAV-OASiS  1-3  tt  6730667  Interview 
With  The  Vampire* Dtadosure  5,  7:15, 
945  *  The  Real  McCoy  5,  730,  9:45 

RAMAT  HASHARON 
K0KHAV  S  5491979  The  Siren's  Song 
7.  930 

RISHON  LEZION 

HAZAHAV 

Dtadosure  445,  7:15,  9:45  *  Pulp  Fic¬ 
tion  43a  7:15, 9:45  RAV  CHEN  Mother's 
Boy**  Chasers  5. 730, 945  *  Pulp  Fic¬ 
tion  4,  7.  9:45  +  Renaissance  Man  5. 
7.15,  946 

RISHON  NEW  IND.  AREA 
GAL  1-5  tt  9619668  Tha  RtarWZktaThe 
Real  McCoy  •Interview  With  the  Vam¬ 
pire  4:45,  715,  945  *  The  Spedafist 
445, 7:15, 945  *  Forrest  Gump  43a  7. 
9:45  STAR  1-4  ®  9619985-7  27  Ushinsky 
SL  The  Color  of  the  fB0ht  345*  Baby's 
Day  Out  7:15  *  The  Siren’s  Song  7:15, 
945  *  Priscilla  9:45  *  The  Client  7:15, 
945  *  The  Lion  King  (Engtfsh  dialogue) 
730 

UPPER  NAZARETH 
G.G  GIL  The  Color  of  tha  Wght*The 
River  WKdaThe  Flying  CametaThe  Real 
McCoy* Disclosure* Four  Weddings 
and  a  Funeral  4:45,  7,  930  *  Forrest 
Gump  4,  7. 945 

°  Tone  phone  reservations  03-5252244 
*~  AH  tbnss  are  p_m.  untaa*  Otherwise 
Indicated. 


TELEVISION 


M  CHANNEL  1 

6:30  News  6:45  Cartoon  7:00  Good 
Morning  brad 

■  EDUCATIONAL  TV 

8:00  Hean  Be  a:  -  documentary  series 
on  ethnic  music  around  the  world  8:30 
Arithmetic  8:55  Pioneer  Israeli  History 
9:15  English:  Candy  Can  Do  It  9:25 
Preny  BuuerHy  9:46  Bananas  in  Pyja¬ 
mas  10:00  Morning  Talk  with  Batys 
Baralc  10:30  Children's  current  affairs 
(rpt)  11:00  Judaism:  Keshet  v'anan 
11^0  Literature  11:45  Classical  Music 
12:00  Life  Sciences  12:20  Architectur¬ 
al  design  (Arabic)  12:35  English:  Radio 
Fever  13:00  Science  and  Technology 
13:30  Keep  Fit  14:00  Storytime  14:10 
Animal  tales  14:30  Moo  mins  154)0 
Zombrt 

■  CHANNEL  1 

1530  Three,  Four,  Five  and  a  Half 
16:00  Zap  to  One  17:00  A  New  Eve¬ 
ning  17:35  What  D’you  Say  18:00  Ru- 
grats  18:15  News  in  English 

ARABIC  PROGRAMS 

1830  The  Four  Seasons  -  ecology 

magazine  19:00  News  in  Arabic 

HEBREW  PROGRAMS 
19:30  The  Simpsons  19:50  Hebrew 
language  comer  20:00  Mabat  21:00 
Conference  Call  -  with  Nissim  Mis  tal 
21 :45  Don  Giovanni  -  two  Israeli  pro¬ 
ductions  of  Mozart's  opera 23:30  News 

■  CHANNEL  2 

14:00  Marisefia  -  fantasy  15:00  Car 
toons  15:05  The  Wind  in  the  Willows 
15:30  Conan  16:00  The  Bold  and  the 
Beautiful  17:00  Reshef  at  Five  17:30 
Action  -  cinema  program  18:00  Guys 
Next  Door  18:30  Paradise  Beach 
19:00  Style  Magazine  19:30  Who's 
the  Boss  20:00  News  20:30  It's  a  Deal 
-  game  show  21:00  itche  -  comedy 
with  Sefi  Rrviin  21 :30  Live  -  Dan  Shilon 
Hosts  23:00  Film:  Bird  (1988)  -  Clint 
Eastwood's  biography  of  Charlie 
Parker.  Won  an  Oscar  for  soundtrack 
00:00  News  00:05  Bird  (continued) 

■  JORDAN  TV  (unofficial) 

17:00  French  programs  18:30  News 
in  French  19:00  News  in  Hebrew 
19:15  Battiestar  Gaiactica  19:30  Coa¬ 
ch  19:35  Coach  20:00  Ufa  in  the 
Freezer  (documentary)  20:30  Quantum 
Leap  21:10  Law  and  Order  22:00 
News  in  English  22:20  Snowy  River 
23:30  Coming  of  Age 

■  MIDDLE  EAST  TV 

14:00  The  700  Club  14:55  Film:  Jack 
London  -  the  story  of  the  writer  and  war 
correspondent  15:30  Mighty  Moure 
10:55  Jonrty  Quest  17:20  Danger- 
mouse  17:45  Superbook  I1 18:10  Hart 
To  Hart  19:10  Rescue  911  20:00 
World  News  Tonight  (Arabic)  20:30 
CNN  Headline  News  21:00  Winge 
21:30  Matlock  22:20  Murder  She 
Wrote  23:10  The  700  Club  00:00  Spe¬ 
cial  Programs 


CABLE 


■  FAMILY  CHANNEL  (3) 

8:00  Local  broadcast  9:00  One  Life  to 
Live  9:45  The  Young  and  the  Restless 
10:30  Guests  in  the  Living  Room 
11:00  I  Love  Lucy  11:30  Celeste 
12:15  Neighbors  12:40  Falcon  Crest 
13:30  Designing  Women  14:00  Israeli 
CTips  14:15  I’ll  Fly  Away  15:00  Topaz 
1 5:45  Knots  Landing  10:35  Neighbors 
17:00  Love  Boat  17:50  Israeli  Clips 
18:05  One  Life  to.  Live  18:50  The 
Young  and  the  Restless  19:30  Local 
broadcast  20:00  Celesta  20:50  Falcon 
Crest  21 :40  Cheers  22:10  Models,  Inc. 


22:55  Silk  StBlfcings  23:46  Coach 
00:10  The  Commiah  1:00  Murder  Sho 
Wrote 

■  MOVIE  CHANNEL  (4) 

10:30 1  was  B  Mail  Order  Bride  (1982) 
(rpt)  12:05  Caesar  and  Cleopatra  (1946) 
(rot)  14:10  What's  New  at  the  Movies 
14^20  Savannah  11888)  (rpt)  16:00 
Shattering  tha  Silence  (1993)  -  story 
about  a  woman  who  after  25  years  of 
si  tones  reveals  that  her  respectable 
banker  father  raped  her  when  she  was  e 
child  17:30  Young  Sherlock  Holmes 
(1985)  (rpt)  19:20  La  Crita  (1992)  (rpt) 
20:50  What's  New  at  the  Movies 
21:00  Erght  Million  Ways  to  Di«  (1986) 

-  Hal  Ashby  directed  this  suspense 
movie  (110  mins)  22:55 Jalousie  [1991) 

-  French  love  story  00:25  Doctor  De¬ 
troit  (1983)  (rpt)  1:55  Extreme  Preju¬ 
dice  (1987)  (rpt) 

■  CHILDREN  (0) 

0:30  Cartoons  8:00  Cartoons  9:35 

Dreamstone  10:00  Tha  Three  Mouse- 
keteers  10:35  He-Man  11:05  Saved  by 
the  Bell  11:40  Beverly  Hills  90210 
12:40  Owl  TV  13:00  Ca. loons  13:35 
Benjamin  Bluemdien  14:00  Three  Lit¬ 
tle  Ghosts  14:35  Super  Dave  15:05 
He-Man  15:35  Major  Dad  18:00  Flying 
Classroom  16:10  Severfy  Hills  90210 
15:55  Flying  Classroom  17:05  Beak- 
man's  World  17:30  Tazmania  18:05 
Dreamstone  18:30  The  Three  Mouse- 
k steers  19.-00  Cartoons  19:30  Three's 
Company  20:00  Married  with  Children 
20:25  Family  Matters  20:45  Alt  in  the 
Family  21:15  Law  and  Order 

■  SECOND  SHOWING  (6) 

22:00  Looking  for  Mr.  Goodbar  (1977) 

-  young  woman,  teacher  of  handi¬ 
capped  kids  by  day,  seeks  sexual  identi¬ 
ty  at  night  by  hanging  out  in  sleazy  bars 
(130  mins!  00:15  Wild  in  the  Streets 
(1968)  -  George  Cukor  directs  this  futur¬ 
istic  satire  (92  mins ) 

■  DISCOVERY  (8) 

0:00  Open  University:  Social  Sciences 
and  Education  12:00  Equinox  13:00 
What  Do  the  Old  Films  Mean?  13:30 
Archeology  14:00  Open  University  (re¬ 
peat  of  morning's  programs)  16:00 
Equinox  17:00  What  Do  the  Old  Rims 
Mean?  17:30  Archeology  18:00  Open 
University  (repeat  of  morning's  pro¬ 
grams)  20:00  Search  for  Adventure 
21:00  Wild  South  22:00  Frontiers 
22:30  The  Next  Step 23:00  Search  for 
Adventure  23:46  Open  University  (re¬ 
peat  of  morning's  programs) 

■  SUPER  CHANNEL 

7:00  ITN  World  News  7:15  US  Market 
Wrap  7:30  Business  Insiders  8:00  To¬ 
day  featuring  ITN  World  News  and  FT 
Business  9:30  No  details  available 
10:00  Super  Shop  11 HM  European 
Money  Wheel  15:00  US  Money  Wheel 
18:30  FT  Business  Tonight  19:00  To¬ 
day  20:00  ITN  World  News  20:30  Su- 
pe report  21 :30  Dateline  22:30  No  de¬ 
tails  available  23:00  ITN  World  News 
23:30 The  Tonight  Show  with  Jay  Leno 
00:30  Real  Personal  1 :00  FT  Business 
Tonight  1:30  Nightly  News 

■  STAR  PLUS 

5:00  Donahue  7:00  El  TV  7:30  Aero¬ 
bics  8:00  Neighbors  8:30  Santa  Barba¬ 
ra  9:30  The  Bold  end  the  Beautiful 
10:00  Oprah  Winfrey  11.00  Riviera 
11.-30  Eating  Well  12:00  Aerobics 
12:30  The  Sullivans  13:00  Small 
Wonder  13:30  Robotach  14:00  Teen¬ 
age  Mutant  Ninja  Turtles  14:30  Bat¬ 
man  15:00  El  TV  15:30  Neighbors 
16:00  M*A*S*H  15:30  Doogia 
Howser  M.D.  17:00  Anything  But  Love 
17:30  Moonlighting  18:30  The  Bold 
and  the  Beautiful  19:00  Santa  Barbara 
20:00  The  Twilight  Zone  20:30 
M*A*S*H  21:00  Tha  Fan  Guy 22:00 El 
TV 22:30  Neighbors 23.-00  Miniseries: 
Noble  House  (part  1  of  4)  1:00  Rich¬ 
mond  Hill 


RADIO 


m  VOICE  OF  MUSIC 

6:06  Musical  Matinee  9:00  Brahms: 
Quintet  for  clarinet  and  strings;  Mozart: 
Serenade  In  B  flat  for  winds  K361;  Cop¬ 
land:  Suita  from  The  Tender  Land; 
Smetana:  My  Fatherland  symphonic 
poem  12:00  Light  Classical  -  film  mu¬ 
se  by  Bach,  Mozart,  Schubert,  Ravel, 
Satie,  Gershwin  13:00  Gideon  Kramer 
-  Mozart:  Divertimento  in  E  flat  K563; 
Schubert:  Polonaise  for  violin  and  orch 
D580 14:06  Encore  15:00  Keys  16:00 
Purcell:  0  Come  Ye  Sons  of  Art  ode  for 
the  birthday  of  Queen  Mary;  Schu¬ 
mann:  Songs  op  127;  R.  Strauss:  Don 
Juan  poem  18:00  Vaughan  Williams: 
Serenade  to  Music;  12  Waitxes-Ca- 
prices;  Dvorak:  Sonatina  in  G  for  violin 
and  piano  op  TOO;  Schumann:  Mir- 
chenerzahlungen  op  132;  Faure:  Bal¬ 
lade  in  F  sharp  for  piano  and  orch  op  19; 

Brahms:  Serenade  no  2  in  D  op  16 
20:05  Jerusalem  Symphony  Orches¬ 
tra-!  BA  -  Bach:  Concerto  in  C  minor  for 
2  pianos  and  strings;  Haydn:  Cello  con¬ 
certo  in  C;  Mozart:  Piano  concerto  in  C 
K415  ±21.10  Philharmonia  Quartet  - 
Haydn:  Quartet  in  G  op  77/1;  Brahms: 
Quartet  in  B  flat  op  67;  Beethoven: 
Quartet  in  B  flat  op  130  23:00  fn  the 
Footsteps  of  Don  Giovanni 

■  RADIO  1 

8:06  Hebrew  songs  7:00  News  in  En¬ 
glish  7:16  News  in  French  7:30  He¬ 
brew  songs  8:05  Morning  Megazine 
13:00  Nbvws  and  program  in  English 
13:30  News  and  program  in  French 
14:05  Yiddish  songs  15:05  Youth  pro¬ 
gram  16:06  Dial  17:00  News  in  En¬ 
glish  17:02  News  in  French  17:05 
Voice  of  the  Arts  18:05  Religious  pro¬ 
grams  20:00  Evening  news  -  TV 
broadcast  20:30  Judaism  21:35  Has- 
sidie  songs  22:05  Words  that  Try  to 
Touch  23:05  Hebrew  songs 

■  RADIO  2 

6:06  This  Morning  -  news  magazine 
8:05  Another  Matter  9:05  What  We 
Had  There  10:05  It's  All  Talk  12:05 
Midday  -  news,  commentary,  music 
14:05  Magic  Momenta  15:05  Foreign 
Affairs  15:45  Foreign  Press  16:05  The 
Color  of  Money  17:05  Five  After  the 
News  18:05  Today  -  newsreel  19:05 
The  Arabs  of  Israel  20:00  Evening 
news  -  TV  broadcast  20:30  Hebrew 
songs  21:05  Current  affairs  23:05 
News  and  music  00:05  Midnight  Mag¬ 
azine  00:15  News  end  music,  contin¬ 
ued  1 :05  Into  the  Night  5:05  First  Light 

■  RADIO  3 

Music  all  day  and  night 

■  REKA 

18:00  News  in  English  18:15  News  in 
French  20:00  News  in  Russian 

■  ARMY  RADIO 

5:02  Good  Morning  IDF  6:05  Hebrew 
songs  6:30  Good  Morning  Israel  . 7:07 
Seven-O-Seven  8:00  Good  Morning  Is¬ 
rael  9:05  It's  Difficult  in  the  Morning 
10:05  Right  Now  12:50 Today's  Enter¬ 
tainment  13:00  Midday  News  13:15 
It's  Uncertain  15:06  Someone  to  Talk 
To  16:00  An  Hour  Before  17:00  Good 
Evening  Israel  18:05  Over  foe  Horizon 
18:30  Eavesdropping  20:00  Evening 
news  -  Channel  2  TV  broadcast  20:30 
Psychology  21:05  Program  with  Dubi 
Lentz  22:05  Vitamins  23:05  This  Was 
foe  Day  00:10  Night  Birds  2:00  We 
Don’t  Want  to  Sleep 

■  ARMY  ON  WHEELS. 

7:05  The  State  on  the  Way  9:05  Songs 
10:05  Sun  12:05  Air  Conditioning 
13:05  Showers  15:06  Program  wfth 
Yoav  Kutner  16:06  Driving  Wisely 
18:05  Program  with  Lea  Oz  20:05  Be¬ 
low  the  Belt  22:05  Good  Night 


CRYPTIC  CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 

2  A  novice  is  OK  but  not 
recognised  by  authority  (12) 
9  Negative  interpretation  of 
poetic  blaze?  (7) 

10  High  rock  onto  lake  city  (7) 

11  Rugby  ball  shaped  for 
playing  cricket?  (4) 

12  Return  award  to  New  York 
for  hardwood  (5) 

13  Stop  by  the  road  we  hear  (4) 

16  ’Ave  optimistic  view  being 
esteemed  conduct  (7) 

17  Attain  Victoiy  in  Europe 
after  Tm  in  pain  (7) 

18  Reformed  giant  heard  sheep 
with  a  West  Indian  base  (7) 

21  Divine  Infant’s  cot  holds  one 
in  charge  (7) 

23  Bach  andante  piece  for  half 
piano- playing!  (4) 


24  In  Iberia  rebuilding  gives 
discomfort  (5) 

25  Give  orders  to  stud  (4) 

28  Award  in  sound  is  bad  for 
your  health  (7) 

29  Make  money  from  deal 
through  east  sequel  to  new 
serial  (7) 

30  Breaking  in  prurient 
disorder  with  metal  force 
02) 

DOWN 

1  Broke  curfew  with  loud 
entry  to  insert  air  (7) 

2  Instrument  of  mendacity,  we 
hear? (4) 

3  Fine  for  extra  parting 
comment  (7) 

4  A  Titian  revision  of  fairy 
queen  (7) 

5  Queen  to  spoil  interrogative 
letter  (4) 


6  Certain  to  follow  weight  on 
head  of  orderly  type!  (7) 

7  New  fashion  not  met  in  work 
of  Shakespeare  (5.2,6) 

8  Stiff  drink  went  over  when 
betrayed  (6-7) 

14  Fruit  island  with  zip  (5) 

15  Initially  rare  hound  is  no 
ordinary  little  animal1  (5) 

19  Nothing  being  catch 
returned  pulling  strain  (7) 

20  Unpaid  note  contributes  to 
fresh  trauma  1 7) 

21  Provide  personnel  with 
reverse  part  for  source  of 
danger (7) 

22  Problems  of  development 
with  24!  (7) 

26  A  few  with  23  being 
attractive!  (4) 

27  In  Cannes  a  rich  woman's 
item  of  attire  (4) 


SOLUTIONS 


h  h  a  unaunakiia 
soohsh  h  a  n  n 

□  a  q  Qaansaos 
nnaBsaas  a  a  to 

n  □  e  a  Hannas 
BHHiSaQtSH  a  □ 
a  a  aasaaniaH 
□  £3  s  o  a 
Baamatman  a  h 

□  □  aaasHDGis 

asnasm  a  a  a  a 

bod  EBansncia 
maaanaan  □  a 
a  a  a  a  aaaciaa 
raaaaoaaa  n  a  a 


Quick  Solution 

ACROSS:  1  furs.  3  Straight,  9  Focd  10 
Wolfram.  11  Hum.  13  Longituda,  14 
Coy ota,  16  Deport,  18  TOlpowar,  20  Sew. 
22  Rewind.  23  Judge,  25  Derating,  26 
AmL 

DOWN:  1  Fifth,  2  Ru.  4  Towing,  5 
AJJ-oror,  8  Garniko*  7  Twnpart,  8  Idol, 
lZMajrflowsz;  14  Cowered,  15  IhpBnd.  17 
Sweden,  19  Haje,  21  Wheel.  24  Din.  ■ 


|  QUICK  CROSSWORD  j 

ACROSS 

DOWN 

1  Near  (5) 

3  Flower  (5) 

4  Visits  (5) 

3  Allowance  (7) 

10  Stamp  (7) 

5  Room  (5) 

11  Fish  (5) 

6  Inclining  (7) 

12  Coins  (5) 

7  Swift  15) 

13  Impute  (7) 

8  Bedding  (5) 

15  Amphibian  (4) 

9  Fast (5) 

17  Unsteady  (5) 

14  Sun  (4) 

19  Maxim  (5) 

16  Views  (4) 

22  Country  (4) 

18  Moment  i7) 

25  Sack  (7) 

20  Annihilate  (7) 

27  Dance  (5) 

21  Borders  (5) 

29  Remove  (5) 

23  Edition  (5) 

30  Standing  (7) 

24  Creed  (5) 

31  Condition  (5) 

26  Incompetent  (5) 

32  Hang  (5) 

28  Sorcery  (5) 

ad 

nu 

ed 

ay 

o- 

ar 

a 
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High  Court  backs 
Ben-Yair’s  decision 
not  to  investigate  Sheves 


THE  High  Court  of  Justice  yes¬ 
terday  rejected  two  petitions  ask¬ 
ing  the  attorney-general  to  open 
a  criminal  investigation  against 
Prime  Minister's  Office  Director- 
General  Shimon  Sheves.  saying 
Michael  Ben-Yair  s  decision  oor 
to  do  so  was  reasonable. 

The  petitions,  by  the  Likud's 
Gil  Samsonov  and  Amitai  -  Citi¬ 
zens  for  Good  Government, 
were  based  on  State  Comptroller 
Miriam  Ben-Porat's  report  on  the 
dispute  between  Police  Minister 
Mosbe  Shahal  and  former  police 
inspector-general  Ya’acov 
Terner. 

While  testifying  about  this  af¬ 
fair.  Sheves  mentioned  that  he 
had  brought  Terner  a  message 
from  then  interior  minister 
Aryeb  Deri:  Deri  would  be  will¬ 
ing  to  break  his  silence  and  an¬ 
swer  the  police’s  questions  about 
the  corruption  investigation 
against  him  if  the  police  team  in¬ 
vestigating  him  was  changed. 

Ben-Porat.  in  her  report, 
termed  this  inappropriate  be¬ 
havior  for  a  public  servant,  but 
did  not  raise  the  suspicion  of 
criminal  action  on  Sheves 's  part. 

The  petitioners,  however, 
asked  Ben-Yair  to  order  a  police 
investigation  into  whether  this 
violated  the  laws  against  inter¬ 
fering  with  a  criminal  investiga- 


EVELYN  GORDON 

tion.  However,  Ben-Yair  said 
that  while  he  would  bring  a  dis¬ 
ciplinary  complaint  against 
Sheves,  there  was  no  indication 
that  Sheves  had  the  criminal  in¬ 
tent  necessary  to  justify  a  crimi¬ 
nal  investigation. 

Justices  Aharon  Barak,  Gav- 
riel  Bach  and  Ya'acov  Kedmi 
accepted  this  reasoning. 

“What’s  wrong  with  the  fact 
that  Mr.  Sheves  told  Mr.  Terner 
that  Deri  wants  to  change  the 
investigating  team?"  asked 
Barak. 

Sheves.  added  Bach,  was  try¬ 
ing  to  relay  information  that  the 
police  might  find  useful:  that 
Deri  would  be  willing  to  break 
bis  silence  under  certain  condi¬ 
tions.  If  he  had  refused, 
couldn’t  he  even  have  been  ac¬ 
cused  of  keeping  information 
from  the  police?  Certainly  no 
one  would  ever  demand  a  crimi¬ 
nal  investigation  of  an  ordinary 
man  for  doing  such  a  thing,  he 
said. 

The  justices  were  uncon¬ 
vinced  by  the  petitioners’  argu¬ 
ments  that  Sheves *s  “message” 
was  really  a  form  of  pressure  on 
Terner,  who  knew,  according  to 
the  interviews  Ben-Porat  con¬ 
ducted  for  her  report,  that 


“[Prime  Minister  Yitzhak]  Ra¬ 
bin...  was  applying  pressure”  to 
get  Deri  to  talk. 

They  were  also  uninterested 
in  Ben-Porat’s  charges  that 
Sheves  appeared  to  be  contra¬ 
dicting  bis  testimony  to  her  in 
his  testimony  to  the  court.  Even 
according  to  Sheves*  original 
testimony  to  Ben-Porat,  what  be 
said  was  not  sufficient  basis  for  a 
criminal  investigation,  they 
said. 

“You  would  do  well  to  consid¬ 
er  withdrawing  the  petitions,” 
Barak  said  early  on  in  the  hear¬ 
ing.  However,  tbe  petitioners 
refused  this  suggestion,  so  the 
court  -  after  listening  to  several 
additional  hours  of  pleading  - 
rejected  tbe  petitions  instead. 

“Openiag  an  investigation  is  a 
traumatic  thing  [for  the  person 
involved],"  said  Barak.  “You 
don’t  do  it  lightly." 

Both  government  attorney 
Uzi  Fogelman  and  Sheves’s  at¬ 
torney.  Yigal  Amon,  asked  tbe 
court  to  impose  court  costs  on 
Amitai,  which,  they  said,  had 
made  slanderous  accusations  in 
its  petition. 

The  justices  said  there  was 
“good  basis”  for  the  respon¬ 
dents’  demands,  but  due  to  vari¬ 
ous  circumstances  decided  not 
to  impose  court  costs  this  time. 


Petah  Tikva  man  acquitted  of  selling 
stolen  weapons  to  Arabs  from  territories 


PETAH  Tikva  resident  Ari 
Yitzhak  Fisher  was  acquitted  of 
selling  stolen  IDF-issue 
weapons  to  Arabs  from  the 
territories  by  the  Tel  Aviv 
District  Court  yesterday 
because  of  lack  of  evidence. 

The  prosecution  had  charged 
that  between  1990  and  1993. 
Fisher  bad  been  in  contact  with 
Sati  Othman  of  Bidia  and  Zohir 
Belia  of  Yatta  -  a  known  Hamas 
stronghold  -  and  had  conspired 
with  them  to  sell  them  stolen 
weapons. 


RAINE  MARCUS 

Fisher  was  charged  with 
selling  Belia  four  M16s  and  one 
Galil  assault  rifle  and  a  pistol  to 
Othman.  who  later  turned 
Slate's  witness. 

The  trial  was  due  to  be  held 
today,  but  the  prosecution 
informed  the  court  that 
Othraan’s  testimony  was 
untrustworthy,  aud  without  this, 
there  was  insufficient  evidence 
to  convict. 

Judge  Natan  Amit  said  he  was 


not  surprised  to  hear  the 
prosecution's  claims,  since  he 
also  was  not  convinced  of 
Othman 's  credibility.  Fisher  did 
not  have  the  ability  or 
opportunity  to  commit  such 
grave  offenses,  said 
Amir. 

He  also  slammed  police  for 
failing  to  gather  sufficient, 
independent  evidence  and  for 
relying  so  heavily  on  Othman. 
There  was  no  evidence  that 
Fisher  had  access  to  IDF  bases 
to  steal  the  weapons,  said  Amit. 


Energy  Minister  Gonen  Segev  and  his  predecessor.  Police  Minister  Mosbe  Shahal,  raise  a  toast  at  oftte 

guard’  ceremony  in  at  the  ministry  offices  in  Jerusalem  yesterday.  Segev  had  announced  earlier  that  the  ministry  s 
director-general,  Amos  Ron,  will  remain  m  his  post. 

Court  orders  rabbinate  to  defend  refusal  to  hold 


weddings  in  halls  without  kashrut  certificates 


THE  High  Court  of  Justice  yesterday  gave  the 
rabbinate  45  days  to  explain  its  refusal  to 
conduct  a  wedding  in  a  hali  lacking  a  recog¬ 
nized  kashrut  certificate. 

The  petition  stemmed  from  a  couple's  re¬ 
quest  to  bold  a  wedding  in  a  Rehovot  hall 
supervised  by  the  Va'ad  Shomrei  Masoret, 
This  body  issues  kashrut  certificates  to  estab¬ 
lishments  the  rabbinate  refuses  to  certify  for 
reasons  not  directly  related  to  kashrut,  such 
as  being  open  on  Sbabbat. 

The  organization  was  started  by  a  former 
executive  of  one  of  the  leading  haredi  kashrut 
organizations,  after  be  abandoned  Orthodoxy. 
However,  it  claims  to  certify  only  those  places 
that  meet  the  requirements  of  Jewish  law. 

When  the  rabbinate  refused  to  conduct  the 
wedding  there,  the  couple  offered  to  move 
the  wedding  to  Kapulski's  a  restaurant  chain 
which  Haims  to  serve  kosher  food  but  is  open 
on  Shabbat  -  but  the  rabbinate  rejected  this  as 
well.  The  organization,  the  wedding  hall  and 
Kapulski's  therefore  petitioned  the  court. 


EVELYN  GORDON 

Initially,  Justices  Aharon  Barak,  Gavriel 
Bach  and  Ya’akov  Kedmi  seemed  sympathet¬ 
ic  to  the  rabbinate's  position,  which  was  that 
under  Jewish  law,  a  wedding  ceremony  can¬ 
not  be  held  in  a  place  were  public  prayers 
could  not  be  held. 

“Why  isn’t  this  part  of  the  bard  core  [of  the 
rabbinate’s  authority]?”  asked  Barak,  noting 
that  tbe  rabbinate's  authority  over  marriage  is 
legally  unassailable.  When  his  own  son  was 
married,  Barak  added,  he  solved  tbe  same 
problem  by  having  the  ceremony  in  a  vacant 
lot  across  from  the  restaurant. 

“For  [the  rabbi],  this  isn't  a  formalistic 
issue,”  added  Bach.  “It's  an  issue  of  his  whole 
world-view...  Isn't  your  demand  a  little  fox- 
reaching?”  he  asked  the  petitioners. 

Bach  said  he  was  particularly  concerned 
that  the  petition  would  require  the  rabbinate 
to  conduct  weddings  anyplace  -  not  just  a 
place  which  allegedly  kept  kashrut  but  not 


Sbabbat,  but  even  a  place  which  served  pork. 

However,  the  justices’  opinion  began  to 
change  when  Rabbi  Uri  Regev,  representing 
the  petitioners,  cited  a  ruling  by  the  late  Rab¬ 
bi  Moshe  Feinstein,  one  of  the  generation's 
leading  baiaHiir  authorities.  Feinstein  ruled 
that  a  wedding  could  take  place  in  a  Conser¬ 
vative  synagogue,  even  though  it  was  definite¬ 
ly  forbidden  to  pray  there.  According  to  Re¬ 
gev,  Feinstein  even  said  a  wedding  could  be 
held  in  a  place  of  idol  worship. 

Tbe  justices  then  indicated  that  if  the  ques¬ 
tion  is  not  one  of  Jewish  law.  but  simply  one 
of  whether  the  rabbinate  is  being  reasonable, 
then  that  changes  the  complexion  of  the  case. 

Furthermore,  they  asked,  if  kashrut  is  really 
a  problem,  how  does  die  rabbinate  justify  per¬ 
forming  weddings  on  non-kosher  kibbutzim? 
Government  attorney  Uzi  Fogelman's  response 
that  Kibbutz  weddings  are  not  usually  in  the 
doling  balls  did  not  appear  to  satisfy  them. 

The  court  therefore  issued  the  45-day  show- 
cause  order.  •  :  ’  ■ 
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Alt  Tourist  Services  Available  To  SYRIA, 
LEBANON,  SAUDI  ARABIA  and  GULF  STATES 


For  all  Information  call  us: 

MAZADA  TOURS 


THE  MIDDLE  EAST  ; 
TRAVEL  A  TOURISM  LTD. 


TEL  AVIV:  141 IBN  GVIHOL  ST.  Tt  :  03-5444454.  FAX:  035401928 
JERUSALEM:  4  Kff*G  SOLOMON  ST.  02-235777.  FAX:  02*55454 
HAIFA:  1  KHAYAT  ST.  ® :  045244401  FAX:  04-824484 


Mazal  Tov! 

Baby’s  First  Record  Book 

_  »■-.  A  fill-in  baby  book  rich  with  tradition. 

*  family  tree  *  growth  and  development  charts 
*  Hebrew  and  English 
Full-Color  Illustrations.  Hardcover.  32  pages 

N1S  30.00  At  all  better  boofatoncs  •  SPECIAL  OfTER  -  Mail  Order  3  for  Only  NIS  85  00 
IliKhiJc*  shipp mu  In  l.r-idl  •  Clack  ■  VISA  *  Mastercard 


PCB  6056:  Jerusalem  91060  Phone:  02-  530247.  Fax.:  358425 


Listen  to  Arutz  7. 71 1  1143  AM  105  FM 


BIBLE  LANDS  MUSEUM  JERUSALEM 

presents  a  series  of 

SATURDAY  NIGHT  CONCERTS 

Saturday,  January  14, 1995,  at  &30  pan, 

•THE  CLARINET  QUINTET" 


Noga  Ben-Azar  -  Clarinet 
Amnon  Valk  -  Violin 
Esther  Goldman  -  Violin 
Ami  Elroi ,  Viola 
Dimitri  Gaderman  -  Cello 

Program: 

Glazunov,  Oriental  Reverie;  Haydn,  Quartet  #72; 
Mozart,  Quintet  in  A  mqjor 

Admission  NIS  25;  NIS  20  -  Museum  members, 

olim,  students,  soldiers  and  seniors 

Benefits  The  Jerusalem  Post  Funds 

Next  concert:  21/1/95,  at  &30  p.m^  The  String  Quartet: 
Dvorak,  Kodaly,  Spohr  and  Mozart 

BIBLE  LANDS  MUSEUM  JERUSALEM 
25  Granot  St.,  Jerusalem,  Tfel.  611066 


NEWS  IN  BRIEF 


Ichilov  testing  drug  to  fight  Alzheimer’s 

Ichilov  Hospital  has  started  testing  an  experimental  Israeli 
drug  for  Alzheimer’s  disease  found  abroad  to  have  “a  very 
positive  influence”  on  such  dementia  patients. 

Doctors  at  the  Tel  Aviv  hospital  yesterday  reported  to 
government  pharmacists  about  the  drug,  AF-102B, 
developed  at  the  Nes  Zion  Biological  Institute.  They  said 
the  drug's  special  structure  allows  it  to  reach  brain  ceils 
damaged  by  the  disease  and  to  act  on  them  with  “minimal 
side  effects.” 

The  drug  is  not  regarded  as  a  cure,  but  as  a  means  to  ease 
the  patient's  condition  and  ease  the  burden  od  the  family. 
This,  said  the  doctors,  reduces  tbe  main  expressions  of  the 
disease  -  decline  of  memory  and  awareness  of  reality. 

Gang  of  pupils  arrested  for  extortion 

A  group  of  Haifa  high  school  students  are  suspected  of 
belonging  to  a  gang  which  extorts  allowance  money  and  candy 
from  younger  pupils. 

Police  yesterday  arrested  two  17-year-olds  suspected  of 
running  the  gang  which  has  been  operating  in  the  middle 
school  grades. 

The  gang  was  uncovered  after  a  14-year-old  girl  said  she 
had  been  beaten  by  older  pupils  after  refusing  to  give  them 
the  slice  of  pizza  she  bad  bought  near  the  school. 

Itim 

Senior  IDF  officers  announce  retirement 

Maj.-Gen.  MeirDagan,  the  assistant  bead  of  tbe  IDF 
Operations  Branch  is  to  retire  from  active  service  in  April,  a 
senior  source  confirmed  yesterday. 

The  Chief  Armor  Corps  officer,  Brig.-Gen.  Emi  Palant, 
has  also  announced  his  retirement,  pending  the  appointment 
of  a  successor. 

According  to  army  sources.  Palant  was  disgruntled 
because  he  was  not  promoted  to  major-general,  even  though 
he  said  he  had  been  promised  a  promotion  by  former  chief 
of  general  staff  Ehird  Barak. 


ARE 
YOU 
ENTERTAINING? 

CLOWNS,  JUGGLERS,  MAGICIANS, 
and  MUSICIANS  are  asked  to  volunteer 
one  hour  of  their  time  to  entertain  the 
children  at  THE  JERUSALEM  POST 
PESSAH  HANDICRAFTS  FAIR  at  the 
Metro-West  Sports  Center  in  Ra’anana  on 
Tuesday,  April  18 
Funds  raised  at  the  Fair  go  to  help  Israel's 
disadvantaged  children,  senior  citizens  and 
new  immigrants. 

Volunteer  an  hour  and  help  a  good  cause. 
Contact  Beverlee  Black,  Director  of 
The  Jerusalem  Post  Funds,  Tfel.  02-233986 


intervene 
too  often  in  political  matters 


THE  increased  number  of  cases 
in  which  the  High  Court  roles  on 
Knesset  issues  stems  from  tbe 
lack  of  a  moral  political  culture  in 
Israel,  former  Justice  Minister 
Haim  Zadok  cold  the  Knesset's 
Justice  and  Law  Committee 
yesterday. 

The  meeting,  chaired  by  MK 
Yitzhak  Levy  (NRP),  was  the 
third  on  court-Knesset  relations. 

“On  a  trip  to  England  last 
year,  I  met  with  a  group  of  coun¬ 
terparts  inducting  tbe  Lord  Chief 
Justice  who  were  shocked  at  the 
type  of  involvement  seen  by  the 
Israeli  courts  in  parliamentary 
matters,”  recalled  Zadok.  “But  I 
explained  to  them  that  in  En¬ 
gland  there  would  never  be  a  case 
like  tbe  [Aryeb]  Deri  one,  in 
which  the  prime  minister  tried  to 
include  in  his  cabinet  a  man 
awaiting  trial  on  criminal 
charges.  In  England,  as  they  say. 
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‘It’s  just  not  done.’  ” 

Over  the  last  few  years  the 
courts  “have  gone  from  deter¬ 
mining  what’s  tegaior  not  to  de¬ 
termining  what’s  acceptable  or 
not,”  Zadok  be  said. 

Sometimes  the  courts  have 
overstepped  the  boundaries  of 
acceptable  involvement,  but  this 
stemmed  from  the  same  situation 
in  which  the  Knesset  foiled  to 
create  and  enforce  its  own  moral 
norms  of  behavior,  he  added. 

Zadok  urged  the  Knesset  to 
use  self-restraint  instead  of 
reaching  a  situation  in  which  the 
courts  needed  to  be  involved. 

Lawyer  and  former  MKYedi- 
dya  Be’eri  said,  however,  there 
are  situations  in  which  the  Knes¬ 
set  could  not  be  expected  to  rule 
on  internal  matters  without  con¬ 
sidering  political  interests.  This  is 


particularly  true  when  talking 
•  about  issues  such  as  forming  a 
coalition,  he  said. 

-  Tel  Aviv. University  Professoi 
Claude  Klein  said  there  are  very 
few  democratic  countries  in 
which  there  is  no  judicial  re¬ 
course  over  legislative  affairs, 
particularly  since  the  American 
influence  spread  to  Europe  after 
World  War  EL 

He  said  tbe  different  systems  in 
Europe  gave  Israel  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  try  to  examine  different  test¬ 
ed  models  and  consider  applying 
them.  He  described  the  system  in 
which  special  courts  exist  specifi¬ 
cally  to  oversee  parliamentary 
process  and  the  Supreme  Court  is 
not  involved. 

Klein  said  he  is  a  firm  believer 
in  the  need  for  a  Constitution  and 
that  countries  like  Britain  which 
managed  without  one  were  the 
exception  that  proves  tbe  rule. 


Police  delegation  in  Haiti  to  return  home 


THE  police  delegation  in  Haiti  is 
to  return  next  week,  after  it  was 
decided  not  to  extend  its  stay  in 
the  Caribbean  state,  tbe  police 
spokesman  announced  yesterday. 

Yesterday,  the  30-member  del¬ 
egation  left  Haiti  for  a  week's 
vacation  in  the  US,  after  spend¬ 
ing  over  three  months  helping  in 
tbe  international  peacekeeping 
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effort  in  Haiti. 

A  police  source  explained  that 
in  discussions  between  the  US  ad¬ 
ministration  and  the  Foreign  and 
Police  ministries,  it  was  decided 
Israeli  presence  was  no  longer  re¬ 
quired  in  Haiti. 

In  a  statement,  the  police 


spokesman  said  “The  deiegatic 
received  high  praise  from  tl 
Americans  both  for  its  profe 
sionalism  and  its  work,  whit 
served  as  an  example  for  the  oti 
er  forces  there.” 

Police  plan  a  festive  ceremoi 
at  Ben-Gunon  Airport  to  mai 
tbe  delegation's  return  ne: 
Wednesday.  ;'T- 
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